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Cheers Upstairs [soon- 

TORINO IS STARTING WITH 
A NEW MENU?? 

TRY TORINO 

An extraordinary place that boasts 
Mediterranean culture in food, drinks and fun. 
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Peres says referendum only an option, 
Arafat describes closure as a catastrophe 


^ros piaid star Fecoiioime 

{jordaniemis 

A LIRE p. 16 dans LE JGURDAiN 


JERUSALEM (Agencies)— 
The new Palestinian Council 
held its first meeting on the 
West Bank Wednesday, con¬ 
vening in the autonomous city 
of Ramallah. Council members 
had a full agenda, not including 
one eagerly anticipated item, 
and they were welcomed to the 
West Bank by protesters. 

Arafat, who flew to Ramal¬ 
lah by helicopter from his 
headquarters in Gaza to partici¬ 
pate'in the council meeting, 
had been expected to present 
his cabinet for approval at the 
session, but one of his aides 
said the list is not yet ready and 
will likely be submitted to the 
council at a meeting next week 
in Gaza. - 

The council was expected to 
focus on the effects of the clo¬ 
sure of Palestinian territories 
Israel imposed more than a 
month ago. The closure has 
kept tens of thousands of Pales¬ 
tinians from reaching their jobs 
in Israel and has also hurt Pal¬ 
estinian businesses which 
depend on the flow of goods 
into and out of Israel 
. Arafat described the Israeli 
border closure, now running 



President Yasser Arafat enters his limousine in Ramalah to travel to 
the first meeting of the Palestinian Council held in the "West Bank. 

UP! photo 


into its fifth week, as a 
catastrophe. 

Independent council member 
Hanan Ashrawi said she would 
also raise complaints about 
what she sees as the excessive 


use of force by Palestinian 
security services, and the viola¬ 
tion of human rights, during the 
current crackdown on militant 
groups. 

A group of 1000 students at 


nearby Beir Zeit 
university were 
prevented from 
marching on to 
where die council 
was meeting ro 
protest the Palestin¬ 
ian police raids, as 
well as similar 
operations by 
Israeli troops. 
When Arafat 
attempted to talk lo 
the students he was 
jeered and could 
not finish his 
speech. Protestors 
clashed with Pales¬ 
tinian police, but 
no injuries were 
reported. 

With national 
elections approach¬ 
ing next month, 
Israeli Prime Minis¬ 
ter Shimon Peres 
pledged Monday 
that he would sub¬ 
ject any final peace accord 
with Palestinians to a referen¬ 
dum. His remarks, aimed at 
appeasing the Israeli public 
two months before the general 
elections. were angrily 


received by Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat who accused 
Peres of violating the Palesiin- 
ian-Israeli accords. 

Negotiating such a final 
accord with the Palestinians 
will be the task of tbe Israeli 
government to be elected May 
29. Monday was the first time 
Peres suggested that he would 
give voters a direct say on the 
outcome, which is meant to set¬ 
tle the boundaries of Palestin¬ 


ian self-rule, tbe fate of Jewish 
settlements in the West Bank, 
the status of Jerusalem and the 
rights of millions of Palestinian 
refugees. But on Wednesday 
Peres appeared to tone down 
his remarks saying the refem- 
dum was only an option. 

Palestinian Minister Ahmad 
Qure’ announced Wednesday 
that the Palestine National 

Continued on page 2 


Hamas vows to resume 
suicide bombings 

JERUSALEM—The armed wing or the militant Islamic 
group, Hamas, Tuesday ordered die resumption of sui¬ 
cide attacks against Israel. In a statement sent to a news 
agency in Jerusalem, the Izzedine a! Qassam Brigades 
said the renewed attacks are in response to the Palestin¬ 
ian Liberation Organization and Israeli crackdown 
against Hamas. 

The threat appeared aimed at both Israel and Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestinian security forces. Israeli and Palestin¬ 
ian police have rounded up more than 1,000 suspected 
Islamic militants since the latest round of bombings 
began on 25 February. Hamas claimed responsibility for 
the four attacks that killed 58 people. ■ 


i says AFM crisis 
should ease by June as 
interest rate drops 


AMMAN (Star)—Prime Min¬ 
ister Abdel Karim Kabariti 
admitted Wednesday that there 
was a crisis at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) but 
told investors and traders that 
current imbalances should ease 
by June. The Prime Minister 
expressed his confidence in the 
solid standing of the Jordanian 
economy and said “Jordan is 
heading towards a better eco¬ 
nomic phase.” But he cau¬ 
tioned that that it may take up 
to two years before the “critical 
stage" is behind us. 

Mr Kabariti told members of 
die management of the AFM 
and representatives of dealers 
and investors that blame for the 
cunent imbalances should not 
be put on monetary policies 
alone. He said large banks. 
Investment and holding compa¬ 
nies, which absorbed liquidity 
and did not perform the duties 
for which it was licensed, are 
also to -blame. Mr Kabariti 
added that the current crisis is 
not a mirror of the general eco¬ 
nomic status of Jordan and 
pointed out that all indicators 
show that exports have grown 
in real terms. He said Jordanian 


exports have increased from JD 
11 billion in 1994 to JD 3.4 
billion in 1995 and that exports 
have increased by 14 percent in 
the first month of this year. 

The Prime Minister said 
Central Bank of Jordan 
reserves have always been a 
cause of concern for monetary 
policymakers iD Jordan, but 
added that he can now confi¬ 
dently announce that “we have 
gone beyond all phases and 
reached a phase where the 
exchange rate is stable and the 
reserves are on the increase.” 
He said that by June of this 
year ail causes for maintaining 
high rate of interest will have 
gone. He said overuse of mone¬ 
tary tools should not be 
allowed, adding that the Gov¬ 
ernment wants to encourage 
savings and attract investments. 

He assured traders that the 
Government will at the begin¬ 
ning of che summer apply tools 
aimed at lowering the lending 
rate while allowing market 
forces to take over. 

Mr Kabariti said the coming 
two years will not be easy and 
“we may face many difficul¬ 
ties”, but added that all eco¬ 


nomic sectors -should work 
together to achieve the objec¬ 
tives of the economic restruc¬ 
turing program. He said poli¬ 
cies should not be based on 
reactions and promised to give 
time to study the problems of 
the financial market. 

He said trade relations with 
tbe Palestinians will be strong 
and special and said Jordan 
was pressuring Israel to 
remove all obstacles hindering 
free trade between Jordan and 
the Palestinian areas. He-said 
the age of economic protocols 
is over and that the region must 
wake up to the philosophy of 
free trade. 

in recent weeks, the AFM 
suffered large losses with the 
shares price index falling by 
8.72 percent from the begin¬ 
ning of the year. AFM figures 
show that trading in March of 
was only JD 18 million com¬ 
pared to JD 37.4 million in 
March of last year, a decrease 
of 51 percent. During the first 
quarter of this year trade vol¬ 
ume was JD 50.9 million com¬ 
pared to JD 82.6 million for the 
first quarter of last year, a drop 
of 38 percent ■ 



Anti-personnel mines: Not a weapon of 
high.military value 

Geneva (ICRC)—A sfndy commissioned by the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) has concluded that there is no evidence that anti-personnel landmines are weapons of 
high militar y value. In addition, their use in accordance with military doctrines is 
tune-consuming, expensive and dangerous and has seldom occurred under combat conditions. 
The ICRC conclusions were based on a study of the actual use of anti-personnel mines since 
1940. The results of this study confirm the ICRC’s position that the military value of 
anti-personnel mines is far outweighed by their h uman and social costs and reinforces both its 
call for a ban of this type of weapons and .Its world-wide campaign against 1L 


Legal system riddled by 
schizophrenia 

Society 
indecisive 
about honor 
ki l li n g s 

• By Eyad Amm an 

Special to The Star 

HONOR KILLINGS are a controversial subject in Jordan. 
On average. 30 women are murdered annually, though some 
claim that the number is double that. 

Newspapers and women's groups speak frequently against 
the ugli¬ 



ness of 
honor kill¬ 
ings, their 
efforts are 
yet to be 
' echoed in 
society. 

Every 
incident 
becomes 
merely 
another 
statistic in 
record 
files. 

Courts 
treat honor 
crime sus¬ 
pects with unbelievable leniency. Zahra Sharbati, a lawyer 
specialized in defending suspects in honor crimes, told The 
Suit thai both the case, and the punishment imposed on the 
suspect, are treated, like any other murder crime. “But the 
judges always tend to use a ‘reduction clause."’ 

The judges’ argument is that the person committing the 
murder is “pressured” or “hypnotized" by social circum¬ 
stances. so be cannot be held accountable for his actions. 
Article 98 of the Penal Code ino. 16.1960) states: “He who 
commits a crime in a fit of fury caused by an unrightful and 
dangerous act on the pan of the victim benefits from a 
reduction of penalty.” 

Another clause in the legal code states clearly: "if the 
plaintiff drops the case in honor crimes, the public right 
drops as well," stated Asma Khader, a lawyer and a human 
rights advocate. 

“The plaintiffs in such cases are the parents who are usu¬ 
ally sympathetic to their child who committed the crime, 
especially after having already lost one,” she added. Few 
people in the legal system seem to understand the conse¬ 
quences of so-called‘honor killings.'” 

Five points are worth discussing. Honor crimes are creat¬ 
ing murderers; the courts and the people who support such 
acts are confusing cause with effect; a double standard is 
being applied; the legal codes are schizophrenic in dealing 
with the matter, and the Islamists are turning a deaf ear. 

One brother killed his sister by slashing her throat then 
slashing her stomach. She died of course, but he still felt bad 
to shoot her just to let the neighbors know that he had 
“cleansed” the family's honor by killing his adulterous sis¬ 
ter. Another brother hit his sister’s head with a rock then 
stabbed her more repeatedly. Allegedly, such persons were 
“forced" to commit such crimes, and therefore received 
reduced sentences. Whether they previously had criminal 

ContinDed on page 3 


Iran’s youth yearn for a less rigid life 


By John Daniszewski 

LA Times-Washmgton Post 
News Service 

TEHRAN. Iran—Holding 

hands as they strolled through 
a crowded fairground on a bril¬ 
liant day beneath snow- 
covered peaks, looking for bar¬ 
gains for the upcoming Persian 
New Year, Mariam and Reza 
were feeling less than sunny. 

“Four times we have been 
checked: ‘Who are you? What 
is your relationship to each 
other?’" said Mariam, 
looking at Reza, whose 
year-old face 
bore the first 
wisp of a 
mustache. 

“1 am his 
aunL," she said 
with irritation. 

In Iran, it is 
illegal for unre¬ 
lated couples to 
venture out in 
public. The jnorais police are 
everywhere. and punishment 
can be a fine or a caning. 

Like many of her genera¬ 
tion. Mariam said she was fed 
U P- 

1 "Doesn’t everyone want to 
be free?" she asked. 

When the. leaders of the 
Islamic Revolution took power 
I? years ago, they believed 
that they could turn back the 



clock to a medieval Islamic 
world where women would 
cover themselves willingly and 
men would put devotion to God 
above material concerns. 

But they did not reckon with 
human nature. 

The more Iranians are com¬ 
pelled to believe in something, 
the less they like iL 

And that is what is happen¬ 
ing today in Iran. Ideology is 
dying. Concern for bread-and- 
butter issues is pre-eminent. 

Most important, 
the youth— the 
two-thirds of 

the 
too 


e port 


population 
young to 
remember whaL 
the country was 
before the 
revolu¬ 
tion—are frus¬ 
trated, restive 
turning 
backs on 


like 

1979 


and 

their 


the mullahs. 

“Despite the impression on 
the outside, the Islamic Revolu¬ 
tion is being made ever more 
pragmatic and secular,” said 
Vahe Petrossian of the Middle 
East Economic Digest in Lon¬ 
don. “A lot of the pressure is 
coming from the younger 
generation.” 

At a moment when the 
United States is trying to rally 


worldwide condemnation of 
Iran, there are, indeed, signs 
that the real threat to Islamic 
rule is from within—the 40 
million or so Iranians who are 
younger than 25 and were 
brought up on revolutionary 
rhetoric. 

Now, though, by and large, 
they yearn only for a better, 
less rigid life. Consider. 

■ The regime’s ban on satel¬ 
lite television, with its window 
on the outside world bringing 
in rock music, uncensqred 
information and a message of 
cultural freedom, is widely 
flouted. Pirate satellite dishes 
are hidden in closets and 
brought out at nighL Other Ira¬ 
nians are using telephones and 
modems to access the Internet 
and exchange news freely 
around the globe. 

■ Economists estimate that 
the gross national product has 
grown, at most, at one percent 
to two percent annually in the 
17 years since the revolution, a 
period in which the population 
has more than doubled. For¬ 
eign investment is almost non¬ 
existent. Inflation rages at 60 
percent 

“An increasing portion of 
the population is starting (o 
feel pain “ one Western diplo¬ 
mat in Tehran said. The S64 ■ 
question is: When is that pain 


going to result in another 
major social nation?" 

■ Elections this month pro¬ 
vided voters little choice after 
clerical councils screened and 
eliminated thousands of 
would-be candidates who 
failed the jest of religious pur¬ 
ity. But within the narrow 
choice allowed, a ticket of 
modernizing pragmatists 
backed by President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani appears to have 
won a victory over religious 
conservatives. 

■ Voices of dissent are 
growing bolder. Members of a 
small libera] opposition, the 
Freedom Movement, who until 
recently were denounced as 
“agents of America," nearly 
made it onto the ballot News¬ 
paper editors have risked shut¬ 
downs, fines and lashings to 
publish stories of alleged cor¬ 
ruption. A working-class riot 
over bus fares south of Tehran 
last year drew sympathy from 
university students and 
acquired political overtones. 

All these factors reflect 
youth-driven challenges to the 
country’s governing elite—the 
alliance of clerics, security ser¬ 
vices and a group of 20 to 30 
merchant families, or “bazari " 
who control the economy and 
- grow rich ifirough trade 
monopolies and government 


concessions. 

For many of the young, the 
highly insular nature of the rul¬ 
ing "circle is pan of the 
problem. 

“The government is run by a 
semi-monopolistic club whose 
members have a lifetime mem¬ 
bership. and it's very hard for 
outsiders to get in.” said Ali 
Rashidi, a prominent 
economist. 

As a result, there is a sense, 
among college students espe¬ 
cially, that the doors to success 
are closed. 

“They say, ‘Why should we 
study? Why should we finish 
college? What job is waiting 
for us?’... Every year there are 
50,000 college graduates, but 
the country cannot find jobs for 
even one out of five," Rashidi 
said. 

Peirossian said younger Ira¬ 
nians also have higher expecta¬ 
tions than their parents, who 
can clearly recall the hardships 
before tbe revolution in the 
waning days of Shah 
Mohammed Reza Pahlavi. 
Back then, he said, corruption 
was rampant, basic foodstuffs 
were missing from store 
shelves and electrical power 
would break down on a regular 

basis,. 

But none of that means any¬ 
thing to those bom after the 


revolution, he said. 

“The young generation takes 
whatever they have for granted, 
and that's their starting point.” 
Petrossian said. “Now they 
want more and better." 
i They also are demanding 
less, when it comes to restric¬ 
tions—finding ways to get 
around rules that deny them 
entertainment, self-expression 
and social contact with the 
opposite sex. 

Clandestine parties where 
teenage boys and girls mingle 
and dance to rock music take 
place in private apartments. 

Alcohol and uncensored vid¬ 
eos are distributed on the black 
market. 

The chador, the shapeless 
black garment meant to cover a 
woman from head to toe with 
only part of the face exposed, is 
being relentlessly dressed up or 
thrown back—showing a flash 
of hair here or bold earrings 
there. 

Although her head was mod¬ 
estly covered in black, Mariam 
wore a belled raincoat, designer 
eyeglass frames and carried a 
smart leather briefcase to pro¬ 
ject a sense of style. 

Too wary of authorities to 
permit her foil name to be pub¬ 
lished, she said a major head¬ 
ache for the young is getting 
married- ■ 


Brown thought to be 
on plane that crashed 
in the Adriatic 

PARIS (Agencies)—The White House confirmed that US 
Commerce Secretary Ron Brown was on board a plane 
that crashed in tbe Adriatic Sea Wednesday. Secretary 
Brown was on an economic development mission to the 
Balkans with business executives. President Clinton’s 
spokesman Mike Mccurry confirmed reports that a 
wreckage of an air¬ 
craft has been spot¬ 
ted in the Adriatic 
Sea. 

A search and res¬ 
cue operation is 
underway. 

The Brown air¬ 
craft was flying from 
Tuzla, Bosnia, to 
Dubrovnik, Croatia. 

Mr Mccurry could 
not comment on the 
cause of foe crash of 
the aircraft, but he 
did note that 
weather in the ref? on 
has been bad. 

Diplomatic 
sources in Europe 
told tbe Associated 

Press that Brown’s plane went down in stormy weather. 

In Washington, a Pentagon source said wreckage of a 
cradled plane had been spotted in the area where 
Brown’s plane was reported missing. 

Brown bad planned to spend three days in Bosnia and 
Croatia, meeting with American troops, government fig¬ 
ures and local business leaders. The purpose of the trip 
was to whet American business appetites for rebuilding 
the country. ■ 



L.. 













I 


X 




2 THE STAR 


j 


0 


R 



M :1 » 7 i* 

WEE 



\£Mi 


An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited by Awni Abu Ghosh 



Prince Hassan says ‘Land Fund 1 
essential for development 


■ In an interesting meeting with the new sworn govern¬ 
ors in Irbid earlier this week, His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan was forthright. He tackled many issues 
relating to people, land and resources ; and stated that the 
“Land Fund” had became an urgent need in our life and 
national programs. He added that healthy regional plan¬ 
ning would help us to avoid “repetition” and “verbalism” 
in the three development regions of the country. 

The Crown Prince further added that our resources 
are being wasted, and talked about corruption by saying 
that it has many dimensions, including administrative 
negligence, an the attack on land and public funds. As a 
result he said “it is not only important to issue laws and 
regulations, but putting them into affect is equally 
important.” 


peace process, human rights, 
and international conventions. 
The Parliament called for the 
immediate cessation of these 
"inhuman practices.” Il called 
on Israel to recognize the 
rights of the Palestinian people 
on their homeland, to establish 
their own state with Jerusalem 
as its capital, and not hamper 
their national aspirations. The 
Lower House reiterated its 
rejection and denunciation of 
Israel ‘5 deportation policy of 
Palestinians under security pre¬ 
texts. The statements warned 
that such arbitrary measures 
are a means of implementing 
malice, hatred and frustration. 
It called upon Arab govern¬ 
ments to intensify their efforts 
to ensure the unconditional 
halt of Israeli atrocities against 
the Palestinian people. 


55QO-SQO million dinars are in 
circulation on the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

The fear is that once the Pales¬ 
tinian currency is established, 
a large number of people in 
the self-rule areas will most 
likely exchange their funds, 
causing a possible run on the 
dinar. 



Watch out for the 
purge 

■ Rumor has it that the Kaba- 
riti government will begin its 
anti-corruption campaign next 
week. This purge will involve 
a number of general secretaries 
and 


heads of 
departm 
ents at 
ministrie 
s. 

At 
Majd 
Weekly 
said the 
timing 
of the 
campai 
gn is a 
master stroke. 



suggestions in this regard. He 
added that though this cam¬ 
paign will be launched in 
stages, targets in the public 
sector will extent to reach the 
centers of "monopoly and 
greed". Indeed, in recent 
years. Jordan has witnessed an 
“unholy coalition between the 
monsters of bureaucracy and 
deacons of exploitation." 


Khalaf ‘s fears 

■ The Planning Minister. Dr 
Rima Khalaf caused quite a hit 
of confu¬ 
sion in 
the busi¬ 
ness 

communi 
ty when 
she 

hinted at 
a possi¬ 
ble 

“exposur 
e" of the 
dinar to 
external 
shocks. 

She said 

the establishment of a Pal- 



Khalaf 


Kabariti 


It comes after 
the adjournment of the Lower - 
House's ordinary session, thus 
there will not be much ques¬ 
tioning by deputies who may 
cause a headache for the minis¬ 
ters concerned. 

At Majd says that the Prime 
Minister is determined to carry 
out this purge and has been so 
since his first day in office. He 
urged ministers to be succinct, 
careful, objective, and confi¬ 
dential in their remarks and • 


Parliament 
condemns Israeli 
measures 

■ The Lower House has been 
following the continued Israeli 
policy of inhuman siege, col¬ 
lective punishment, and starva¬ 
tion against the Palestinians in 
.the West Bank and Gaza, with 
deep concern. There is increas¬ 
ing alarm - a s ' these Israel j_ 
measures are Being coupled’' 
with statements threatening to 
resort to the previous policies 
of arbitrary deportation of 
Palestinians. 

In a special statement issued 
this week, the Lower House 
vehemently condemned those 
Israeli measures. and 
described them as contradic¬ 
tory to the principles of the 


estinian currency might be all 
the worse for the dinar. Jordan 
has already called on donor 
countries io discuss, in their 
forthcoming meeting in June, 
the possibility of setting up a 
“foreign currency reserve 
fund" in the Central Bank to 
counter any outside shocks, 
particularly from the Palestin¬ 
ian side. It is well known that 


Dimonas a danger to 
the region 

■ Honor continues to prevail 
in the region since Israeli tele¬ 
vision displayed a program on 
the nuclear radiation leakage 
of the Dimona reactor in the 
northern Negev. The film 
clearly showed how far behind 
the containers of nuclear waste 
are in Israel. Built over 40 
years ago by French technol¬ 
ogy. the Dimona reactor is 
more prone to leakage as a 
result of error, misunderstand¬ 
ing. or misoperation. 

The seismic quakes of the 
last few weeks in the area 
exacerbate the danger, as the 
scientific link between radia¬ 
tion leakage and earthquakes 
is a solid fact. 

However. Israel has contin¬ 
ued to refuse to allow the 
International Agency of 
Nuclear Energy to inspect its 
nuclear plants. . This has 
created real fear, and it raises 
concern as to whether Israel 
adheres to strict standards 
regarding nuclear security. 

Egypt has already raised the 
alarm bells regarding Israeli 
nuclear insecurity. Jordan 
should also feel the same. As 
an immediate measure, the set¬ 
ting up of a specialized com¬ 
mittee to follow up this urgent 
issue is a welcome step. Coor¬ 
dination with similar national 
bodies in the region has to 
bring about world pressure on 
Israel to give up their danger¬ 
ous projects which equals the 


Ad Dustour celebrates 30 years 


■ Last Thursday, 28 
March, Ad Dustour daily 
celebrated its three dec¬ 
ades of existence. It was 
on this day in 1967, that 
Falastin and At Manor 
newspapers merged and 
published Ad Dustour by 
the Jordan Press and Pub¬ 
lishing Co. 

Ad Dustour took its 
name from its editorial, 
which said “the constitu¬ 
tion is the symbol of the 
principles, values, hopes, 
and aspirations of our 
lives and country. It is the 
symbol of our people and 
homeland, and of a nation 
that is struggling to 
achieve its comprehensive 
unity..." 

Many leading politi¬ 



cians, businessmen and leading members of society attended the reception held at Amra Hotel. 
They included Prime Minister Abdel Karim A1 Kabariti. the Minister oflnformation. Dr Mar- 
wan Al Muasher and other Cabinet Ministers. Both Speakers of Houses of Parliament. Ahmed 
AI Law-zi and Sa’ad Hayel Al Srour also attended. A surprise guest was the Chairman of the 
Arab Bank. Abdel Majeed Shoman. 


production of 10 bombs a year. 


Jordanian swindler 
extradited 

■ The London-based AI Sharq 
AlAwsat said Interpol arrested 
and extradited a Jordanian gold 
swindler. For two years, he 
pretended to be a jeweller in 
Jordan. As he gained the confi¬ 
dence of gold traders in the 


The farce of changing the clock 


■ Even changing clocks to summer time has 
become a matter of conflict in the Middle 
Easu not only between Jews and Arabs, but 
even between Jews themselves, Christopher 
Walker of The Times reported. 

The Palestinian Authority, which controls 
large areas of the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, waited a week after the Israeli 
Government moved its clocks forward one 
hour before doing the same. 

The intervening period was one of farcical 
confusion with Palestinian. Israeli and interna¬ 
tional representatives often arriving for meet- 
ines at different times. 


A new group, calling itself Palestinians in 
the Defence of Arab Jerusalem, sent an angty 
letter to Yasser Arafat, charging United 
Nations organizations working in east Jerusa¬ 
lem—territory annexed by Israel after the 
1967 war—with changing their clocks to 
Israeli summer time. 

“Such an act is considered a political state¬ 
ment on the status of cast Jerusalem." the let¬ 
ter said. 

Not to be outdone in the use of the clock as 
a political weapon, some ulira-Onhodox Jew¬ 
ish groups, whose members do not recognize 
the legitimacy of the Zionist state, also refuse 
to advance the hour towards summer time. 


market, the swindler collected 
around 45 kilograms of gold . 
nearly $60,000 and fled to 
Cyprus. ■ 

The gold dealers became 
suspicious of the young fraud 
when they discovered he did 
not have a shop. and. his sud¬ 
den disappearance added to 
their doubts. So they took ihcir 
case to court which in turn 
advised Interpol to watch out 
for him. 


Mad cow disease 

■ The mad cow disease has 
created a big stir in this coun¬ 
try. Officials were quick 
to slam a han 
on imported 
British beef. 

The former 
Health Minister 
Dr Abdcl-Ruhim Mal- 
has said that the Gov¬ 
ernment had taken a 
decision as early as 
1990 not to import 
British hecF. but that 
"sharks" have over 
ruled this and continued to 



import. The current Heath 
Minister. Dr Aref Al Batayneh 
however, vigorously rejected 
such a suggestion. Despite 
this, public anguish continues. 
A) ready, health inspectors are 
going down to supermarkets to 
check on imported chocolates 
and powder milk from Britain. 

Whether the British scien¬ 
tists arc right in their analysis 
or nou the assumed link 
between the mad cow disease 
and its human form (Creutz- 
feldt-Jakoh) has sparked a glo¬ 
bal alarm. More effectively, 
the European farm ministers 
met. approved the ban, and 
endorsed a rescue .plan 
involving (he 
slaughter of 
hundreds of 
thousands of 
cattle. Austra¬ 
lia. China and 
south-east 
Asia also 
imposed 
sanction on 
British and 
Irish beef. 
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Air France is pleased 
to announce that the 
THROUGH CHECK-IN 
System has been 
implemented at Amman 
Airport. With this system 
Air France passengers can 
check in from Amman to 
their final destination. 



At Charles Dc Gaulle 
Airport Terminal 11 
passengers can enjoy a 
quicker transfer time and 
automatic transfer baggage 
from the incoming flight to 
the outgoing flight...Thanfcs 
to the new HUB system at 
Charles Dc Gaulle Airport. 
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YOU WILL ALWAYS HAVE A REASON 
TO FLY AIR FRANCE 


Referendum optional 

Continued from page 1 


Authority (PNA) will also con¬ 
duct its own referendum on any 
final accord reached with Israel. 

Peres previously promised a 
referendum on any treaty 
reached wirh Syria in hiv nexi 
term. Both pledge* are aimed at 
casing the qualms of undecided 
voters who want Israel u> bar¬ 
gain for peace hut fear Peres 
will give away too much. 

In both eases. Peres told 
reporters flying with him to the 
Gulf state of Oman, he and his 
Labor Party will ask for "a 
mandate to conduct negotia¬ 
tions." and then ask voters to 


confirm the results. The pledge, 
he said, allows him to avoid "all 
sons of spurious reports" about 
whar price he is willing to pay 
for peace, and it forces “those 
who have to conduct the negoti¬ 
ations" to “come to a result that 
will win a majority.” 

Peres fold Israel/ Radrn 
Wednesday that he doubts it 
w ill be possible to reach a peace 
deal with Syria this year. He 
said there is ton little time and 
the issues arc complicated. 
Israel suspended its peace talks 
with Syria when Damascus did 
not condemn or express condo¬ 



lences over a wave of Islamic 
militant suicide bombings that 
killed 58 people in Israel in 
nine days beginning on Febru¬ 
ary 25. U is believed the nego¬ 
tiations will now not resume 
until after the May 29 Israeli 
national elections. 

The referendum pledge how¬ 
ever has a certain blurring 
effect on the central issues 
dividing Peres from his oppo¬ 
nent. Likud Party leader Binya- 
min Netanyahu. Peres wants to 
press ahead with a return of 
captured Arab land in return 
for peace—much of the West 
Bunk and Gaza Strip to Pales¬ 
tinians. most or all of the 
Golan Heights to Syria. Netan¬ 
yahu has attacked both ideas as 
abandonment of Israel’s 
security 

The quest for undecided vot¬ 
ers has led Netanyahu to blur 
the issues as well. After oppos¬ 
ing every accord to date grant¬ 
ing Palestinian self-rule. Netan¬ 
yahu now says he would undo 
none of them. "The real refe¬ 
rendum is the elections," 
Netanyahu said. ■ 
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Lower 
House ends 
session in a 
rampant 
mood 


By Hamdan Al Hqj 

Special t o The Star 
TWO CABINETS and rwo 
prime ministers lived through 
the last ordinary session of 
the Lower House that lasted 
for four months. 

The first half of the ses¬ 
sion, which lasted for two 
months, was very tense. It’s 
atmosphere was fraught with 
dissatisfaction, suspicion, and 
lack of trust. Even the num¬ 
ber of deputies ministers, 
who were angry with the 
Government, increased. 

The 17 Jslamist deputies 
bloc were launching their in- 
cessent campaigns against the 
ministers of Interior and 
Higher Education. 

The session also wit¬ 
nessed curtailment of public 
liberties, harassment of citi¬ 
zens rights and abuse of the 
principal axis of citizenship. 

However, the second part 
of the session was more re¬ 
laxed. Though the newly 
sworn in Kabariti govern¬ 
ment has not practically of¬ 
fered with anything special, 
the general atmosphere in the 
house was less tense, conges¬ 
tions slackened, optimism 
found ground and harass- 
men is eased in many aspects. 
Kabariti managed to shift the 
battle to one between the dep¬ 
uties themselves instead of 
with the government. 

Thus the Kabariti govern¬ 
ment cut through the Muslim 
Brotherhood Movement. with 
two of its prominent leaders 
in the house walking out the 
movement on the basis of dif¬ 
ferences of opinion on the 
government. The Islamist 
deputy Dr Theeb Abdallah 
gave a vote of confidence to 
the Kabariti government, 
while the Islamist deputy Ah¬ 
mad Kasasbeh abstained, and 
then resigned from the move¬ 
ment too. 

Kabariti 's government has 
also managed to make 
breakthrough in the bloc of 
the leftist deputies. 

Kabariti incorporated dep¬ 
uty Dr Mustafa Shneikat in 
his cabinet as minister of ag¬ 
riculture. 

Moreover, this period has 
witnessed the crumbling of 
the anti normalization front 
with Israel. Some of the 
staunch member parties of 
this front have left while 
their representatives have em¬ 
phasised that the situation be¬ 
tween Jordan and Israel is 
now different and should be 
dealt with in realistic terms. 

In line with this attitude, 
Kabariti brought the chair¬ 
man of the Lawyers Associa¬ 
tion. Dr Kama! Nasser' as 
Minister of Administrative 
Development Nasser himself 
was known for his anti nor¬ 
malization tendencies, and 
for his political weight and 
opposition of the former gov¬ 
ernment. Nasser today 
speaks of combating financial 
and adnvnifUrnli i-e corrup¬ 
tion. 

Kabariti began its treat¬ 
ment by dealing with corrup¬ 
tion. He often pointed to the 
encroachments and offenses 
of former ministers. 

The Prime Minister showed 
hisdetemtination to fighting 
all forms of corruption. 

But Kabarili’s discretion 
was clearly displayed as he 
escaped the ambush which 
was prepared, intentionally or 
unimcntially. for him by the 
Upper House on the constitu¬ 
tionality of the professional 
trade unions and associations. 


Kabariti defused that trig¬ 
ger. otherwise his govern¬ 
ment would have been blown 
off if the intrigue were forun 
its course 

Kabariti was intelligent 
enough to role. ■ 


'<fr 

ar 


SV. ■•*• 




.. ^ tow* . 


/£ .in’*-- 


vnw 1 * >r * 
:n- 

.e? i/.. jrJ A ‘ r 
.i i, -I'Jv 

pro* 

r ; 

-ViM" •* 

& ,nin'<' r * - 



Dt'S&P 


nsr.cn 


.1? 


-d! 

f’ll U „ 

v#T !»* f ‘f_ ~. 
‘•.jJlLJii “ 

' i t: 

n— 

rwirrf J/, 

..jjifr 1 -"''-' _* 

.Vi* l -' r ' ‘' r 

\, n i:.orrU 1 • 




y. r* 

» .;-J rC- : -V 


.- ■■ ■: .'.r .J o! i 

. -.. V- ■ \\ *1 




jjnoi J “ ' :i '~ • 

, x alk'W 

re a" ! ■ 

.* n -jy;- Jr-r -u 


ji r.z . 

:hc 

::•-.* r.’rrtst 
H:- 


■£ K 

';&&■* A- :t 
.,i>*i r r 

jo’ j" Vj.~ 
"‘nC Draw. 
: re£iarh.:r> : Ln 

rijj Jnw:nz 

jdfcT rf : 

jyi-j* ':?< f"-f Vk 
'rjrf Wise Art- “ 
Jr 


r,-::. :ri;r.ed 

. -s ■ 'll -ntl 

VJ J.-J 

.■r.c , A J :H h 


,-:iron .■cj 1 rr. .r : 

j* .-nr,;-r:- r 
r ‘t - -“u! 

.p. ;I 

'Vijp ;h» n';k 
w riznt o: . j. 

:.«b w ’,r»i M ihi ;■ 
t'lflmrit A;:;: 
■•izszil'.i t-pji-.u-.: 
hi T, r C: ■ i - 

Si -fid about ^ r.jt ; _ 
j 

r j,-,-' ;re - 

* 0 Ripoens: 

' •P nlpir.-* ire-,. ;p i 
astoiWB! trf 
i-kci n cun v rir,% j . 

f . # ® toimiQ ;"r.: 

^ o V| 4nriJ T. 

■ x Ijlam-J uau. rr ; -Cr 
The ••• • ,- : o ., 
He . 


•: V:r:r 

•:'e 

: a - gr 
s rr.c : m 


- h-’r 


v.-ij-.* il 
r . - , a 

.7,■ Lllj. 

G 


; ^%A.h-, p. ul jj 
-• Airair. 

j — a* u t i| 


- -v’t-ch 

T.,:.r.ui:r,s 
'•? lr.:arr. 

^r.d hv 
~ rr 

• ' C'vhit 

■: -i r’nal ( 


• mci 
of Dj 


•* or. .y; Or; 
f;e from Apt 


^.~:e Hiss. 


F, 7*i£r. Affa 
Ajstri 


bo 


r killl 


4H|[ 



* nsurder 

Jor *m 


She 


*Jul«e 


ff-Uj 


«tere|,; 

ider. 




■i ^: ur - 

^ the 


^ the 




Ip. 


ers 


,Jr 

^ >s 


ijS, 0 " 1 * 

Nbfi? 


i jm 




















2*11loj 4 APRIL 1996 


4Se end s 

n °n i n Q 

fftpcirit 

nood 


Ernst Degasperi 

One-man art show 
celebrates peace 


By A. Halloway 

Special to The Star 


Si <on was nv^ 1 ® 

Hough L"**** 


I 


Degasperi 


JORDAN’S FIRST ever Aus- 
amdan At c* trian exhibition is devoted to 
:ial to ft* e^ii k the Viennese artist Ernst 
\BlN^]v it0r r Degasperi. whose works draw 
nisterv, i \ their inspiration from relig- 
ardinarv W U,r 0us fous sources and from nature, 

especially different root- 
Wntte ^ formations of AJprne trees, 
rst haiV , Much of Professor Degas- 

irh I or ^ neri's artistic talent devotes 
v ed ffJ f £ itself to the. promotion of 
er > tense h' J inter-religious dialogue and 
-iin rrou ^i u! understanding. His drawings 
I, ° n ' su spicion -Z and pictures primarily illus- 
t“• tv en ' a5a trate the message of peace 

deputies mi ri :„ and goodwill to all humanity, 

^ angry ^ conveyed by the three great 
®nt, increase “* monotheistic religions: Islam, 

7 Islamist ^ . Judaism and Christianity. 

- launching 10 light of the peace pro- Degasperi 

tHipaisnsaS* cess, Degasperi’s belief is 
of Jntenr k that peace can only be suc- 
lucation * 381 cessfully achieved if the nations involved come to a deeper under- 
ession ^ standing of their common ancestry as followers of the Prophet 
■inaiiineni of Abraham. 

haras* i His series called Divine Attributes to Allah represent Allah as a 

ts and abuv ^ Source of Peace, The Loving, The All-Embracing, and The Giver 
axisofciiiy of Life. Degasperi uses pen and ink-drawings and etchings of 
■ er [he intricate and delicate designs using French colors of gold and se¬ 

ssion u- beU,Tld f® vcron a black background. 

’houeh nv * c1,1 A cycle of drawings called The Song of Songs by Solomo, rep- 
i Kab' • ■ nt ’*fc resent a love song in the Bible, which was originally an Arabic 
. nor n* 1011 ®* jvtrr ' l° ve Deg^Peri says. “It was really a love song between 
!h ■» r? 11 *^ £ God and bis people, which means between Allah and Muslims 
i -Hijhinu speciti and between ‘Alloheim’ and Jews and between God-Father and 
aimi.(spherv in u* Christians. Because God-Father is the same in all religions, and 
less tense, con^ for all he is the same God of Love and of Peace.” He says his 
lcK ^ e d- opting drawings “represent comfon for people who are suffering and 
and love experienced cruelty, war, suffering and injustice, and the 
500 in many ^pac God of Love will correct all this because He is Righteousness, He 
Hanaged to shift it* is Love." 

me between tit 4 - A cycle of drawings called The Song of Creations by Saint 
m *elves instead # Francis, represent “that all creations of the world are our brothers i 
iovemmeni and sisters and so we are responsible for ourselves, for our neigh- ■ 
he Kubjmi gov®, bon and for the whole creation." His etchings series, Austrian 
through the Cities, will also be exhibited. In addition to pen and ink-drawings 
-xxJ Movement. ^ and etchings, he uses dry-points, silk-prints, oil paints, litho- 
s prominent \t&r graphs, and copper-art works. 

use walking cm - Professor Ernst Degasperi, president of the international artist 
non the basis of ft Sropp called The Spiral, was born in 1927 in Meran, Italy, to an 
of opinion un a, Italian father and an Austrian mother, but has made Vienna his 
-ol The borne since 1942. Degasperi originalJy trained as a precision tool 

) r technician using the highest kind of machine-precision, malting 

ote oj o-nfiden* P osters ^ or fairs ' drawing faces, borders and figures. He says in 
bariti o.-, vern £U> bis most “wildest fantasies he could not draw these figures by 
WuniNdepu™ <i>mng this time Due to World War n hechoseto study* 

. wK *v, iK, , the Academy of Appbed Arts m Vienna in 1948 and received a 

^heh ah^neia dI . Ionuin |^, 

r ,m me mint While he was on vocation in the high Alpine Regions in 1963, 
.. be discovered for the first time the wild-torched roots. He saw as' 

u * emn * ni ^ “a mountain of scrambled lines of life between the stones and the 
n ^ eL ma k ‘ rocks, where we get a small seed which is growing— more and 
'Ugh in the hloc of more—and now it becomes a political question which becomes 
deputies stronger-to blow up the rocks—to become a fun dame ntal issue as 

ti ino»rpnraicd dtp a result of this fight of survival against the forces of nature- 
\1 usum ShneiLi in v emanating a stem to the light of the sun. and the tree becomes 
et as minister of* /green and blooming." After discovering this revelation, within 
: three days he made 110 brush-and-ink drawings. 

■mv. this period far 1 Degasperi considers himself a religious Latin-Catholic. and has 
J the erumblinr >i always been angered as a leader at his parish church, “about what 
normalization inn God is saying and about what we as Christians are doing." 
aek Some of fc On August 20. 1963 “I exploded and felt a biblical and pro- 
member panics d Poetical calling which totally changed my life," at which time he 
tt hjv-* left »tBk found, himself a servant for the message of God with drawings 
esenumes luve an- andBiWe-inspired1 poems. . . t 

that the >iiuiati.^n nt- Degaspen says he received sources of inspiration from the wild 
iniin 'lid Israel & 100,3 of the Alpine trees in Austria which became a lifeline 
: . j j* in hiS art, and also from the deserts of Israel. Egypt and Jordan, 

e . ., . where he has drawn canyons and salt mountains, 

im reoii. His works were presented during the International Christian- 

.* with I s Islamic Conference in Vienna in 1993 and by the International 
brougm \ . Conference on Islam-Judaism-Christianity in Vienna .in 1994. 
ic Law ■ D^a^eri has traveled the world with his exhibition, from Hong 
Kama! .■vasser to Bangkok to Manila. He says his final exhibition will be 

of AJnuniariM MAnhxxl 

meni Nj-^rmnwa Degasperi has received numerous awards including those from 
wn I'T his arm iwj Pope Paul VI and Pope John Paul 1L Most of Degasperi's exhibi- 
m tendencies »■ abroad have been sponsored by the Austrian Federal Minls- 
political weifihi aw uy of Foreign Affairs. 

m of the turner-Professor Ernst Degasperi's Exhibition of Graphic Art will be 
Na^cf h '^j presented at the Royal Cultural Centre from April 6-16, under the 
!' comh;uine iiraDai patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Hassan and the Vice- 
■ninjsiuu^e ori® Chancellor and Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs of Austria. Dr 
*Wotfgang Schussei. as well as the Austrian Embassy in 
iti hceon ua ' 1 Amman.ll 
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the ambush *** leodenries or not, they actually 
mi inicnuonaHy^ learned bow to murder and 
Tr' f nr him h' * «pe« to get away with iL 
U or die s* 3 **’ “Whatever social, legal or 
cu ^. e stmctural problems that allow 

01 n i asso.i aBi|fl5, ^ 0r SDC h crimes and pardons, 
onsan we are definitely breeding 

ii^ 1 ^ criminals out of teenage 
’ n J . c,u uj s B 0 'cn»- brothers.” said Musa Shteiwi. a 
icnvisc _ ' (,i#m sociolo^st at Jordan 
,uld ha'c [0fl * University. 

’ iningu 1 “The cause of the crime, the 

x intclli^ 1 f«t that a sister was adulterous 

iti 1 (and in many cases, merely 

o role. * seen with a male) brings about 

— sympathy of the judges,” 

Isays Ms Khader. The effect of 
———^ f 1 ^ crime on the murderer, the 

'j pandered and the society is 
hardly ever taken into consider- 
. ?tiw—isn’t it the society that 

j is more affected by the murder 

. dun the murderer and the mur- 
~ . ! "toed themselves? Does any 

f Life? ^ person come out of the 
t i- l ) , grave crying in pain, or is it the 
. society that does that?" she 

fcks- A brother can kill his 
and a man can kill his 
*jfe under circumstances of 
^iltery, but no sister can kill 
1 brother or wife kill her hus- 
^nd. This discrimination is 
“dted by the law. Another 
( article of the Penal Code 
states that "he who discovers 
wife or one of his female 
'elanves committing adulteiy 
'■ and then kills, wounds, or 
\ : injures one or both of them, is 
from any penalty.” 
VfHeiK*, “adultery is only 
( 23 a social crime, and 

^ /!:'** 35 sm, although Islam 

V> "Strictly forbade^ it to both men 

Jr, . •;^ women," said Sharia Lec- 

y> ,t lUtCr and deputy Dr Bassam A1 
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Emoush. 

“The brothers and parent, 
believing in the rightfuiness of 
killing a sister for adultery, 
claim they do it out of religious 
piety, while religion itself for¬ 
bids their actions," he added. 
Religion states that “he or she 
who commits adultery gets 100 
whips if not married, and death 
if fshe) he is or ever was mar¬ 
ried," added Dr A1 Emoush. 
Nevertheless, religion states 
that a Sharia court must take 
the decision, and four wit¬ 
nesses must testify to the 
adultery. 

"The other problem is that 
it’s almost impossible for any 
wife to prove the adultery of 
her husband, but it’s almost 
accepted as a fact if it was the 
other way around" added Ms 
Khader. Statistics do not even 
show a single case of a brother 
killing his brother for adultery, 
either. 

Double standards, exempli¬ 
fied. in allowing the “fiiry 
clause," allow people to com¬ 
mit such murders with less fear 
than they would while com¬ 
mitting another crime. But “the 
presence of this clause is coun¬ 
ter-progressive because its use 
is hardly allowed by judges in 
other cases," added Ms. 
Khader. 

If this article were to be used 
by lawyers to the benefit of 
their clients, especially as the 
clause puts the word "crime" 
without any specific reference 
to what kind of crime it is, then 
a person disenchanted "by his 
employer for being fired 
should benefit from the clause 
if he murders or injures him. 
continued Ms Khader. 





• Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor returned home, Wednesday, from the Untied States. The King had a 
successful operation in his right ear. Their Majesties were met at the Queen Alia International Airport by Prince Ra’ad 
Ben Zeid, Princess Bosnia, and other members of the Royal family. Also there was Prime Minister Abdel Karim Al Kab- 
ariti, the Speakers of both houses of Parliament, and other state officials. The King told reporters that he was in good 
health. He said he will do his utmost to support Palestinians and ease their suffering. 


Australian envoy praises 
Jordan’s role in peace process 


By Hamdan Al Hajj 

Special to The Star 

THE NEWLY appointed 
ambassador of Australia to Jor¬ 
dan. Ms Merry Wickes. 
praised the “warm and strong 
relations" between her country 
and Jordan and said she hoped 
these relations would 
strengthen substantially at all 
levels in the future. 

Ms Wickes told The Star 
that she has held a number of 
meetings with representatives 
of the economic community in 
Jordan with the aim of bolster¬ 
ing economic cooperation 
between her country and Jor¬ 
dan. She said she expected a 
delegation from the Australian 
Chamber of Commerce to visit 


Jordan by the end of this year. 

Of particular interest to the 
diplomat is technology trans¬ 
fer, and trade and tourism. Ms 
Wickes said Jordan had a lot 
to offer to Australian tourists 
in terms of its rich archaeolog¬ 
ical heritage. 

In addition she stressed the 
need to increase cooperation in 
cultural areas, education, tech¬ 
nology, painting, literature and 
said she was looking forward 
to seeing her country partici¬ 
pate in the Jerash Festival. 

Ms Wickes said that Austra¬ 
lia holds Jordan's role in the 
peace process which she 
described an significant and 
genuine in high regard. ‘Aus¬ 
tralia supports Jordan's politi¬ 
cal role in the peace process," 



Ms Wickes 
she added. 

“It is important that the 
peace process should succeed 
in order for all countries in the 


region to benefit," she added. 

The ambassador further 
stressed chat her country has 
worked to enhance the peace 
process and is involved in 
working groups especially in 
the areas of arms control and 
water. 

She said peace is the best 
chance for the tourism sector 
to thrive, creating much 
needed jobs. ‘Tourism will 
also help people understand 
the importance of this area,” 
she said. 

Ms Wickes said her country 
is also interested in supporting 
regional cooperation and that 
she is looking for ways to 
make certain contributions and 
identify areas in which her 
country can offer support. ■ 


Lower House Speaker stresses the need 
for an extraordinary session 


AMMAN (Star)—Lower 

House Speaker. Mr Saed.Hayel 
Srour addressed the press, 
Wednesday, on the achieve¬ 
ments of the House after the 
four month ordinary session 
which was adjured Tuesday 2 
April. 

He stated that around 44 
deputies submitted a petition to 
the Prime Minister, Mr Abdul 
Karim Al Kabariti demanding 
an extraordinary session of the 
Lower House. Constitutionally, 
His Majesty the King may 
summon the Lower House to 
meet in an extraordinary ses¬ 
sion at the request of an abso¬ 
lute majority of deputies. 

In an extraordinary session, 
deputies can only discuss cer¬ 
tain issues specified in the 
Royal Decree which calls for 
the convening of the session. 


With the establishment of 
legal systems, experts and 
philosophers realized that a 
person must have a “free¬ 
will.” It is acknowledged that 
a person is bom with certain 
genetic codes, but later 
becomes a product of their cir¬ 
cumstances as they grow up 
and go through the experience 
of life—“therefore, a person 
can never act entirely of free¬ 
will," said Ms Khader. So in 
order to run societies and build 
safer cities, people have been 
given the title of “acting of 
their own free will." 

That was done to make 
them responsible for their acts 
and to accordingly punish 
them, deter them from com¬ 
mitting other crime, or in some 
cases, to reward them. The 
“fury clause,” therefore, is the 
antithesis of modem govern¬ 
ments and legal systems ‘The 
clause recognizes the human 
being as irresponsible fot his/ 
her acts, and as becoming 
merely a machine that func¬ 
tions according to circum¬ 
stances of the crime. Circum¬ 
stances may, and should affect 
the punishment imposed, but 
the murderer is*never totally 
irresponsible for his or her 
acts," said Ms Khader. In fact, 
the existence of a legal system, 
articulated by the legal code, 
proves otherwise. This split 
personality of the code itself is 
a loop-hole that allows for a 
further disintegration of the 
society. “When adultery is a 
sign of immorality, murder is 
the decadence of society," 
added Ms Khader. 

The legal codes pertaining 
to honor killings in Jordan 
have their roots in the Dark 
Ages of Europe. “The codes 
are not Islamic," reiterated^Dr 
Al Emoush. " Islamic scholars, 
even ar Al Azhar could noi 


Srour 


Mr Srour stared that “it 
is up to the King to include 
suggestions for deputies in 
the Decree." 

He added that “the 
extraordinary session is 
vital for discussing several 
essentia] issues for the 
country and people." 

He pointed out that the 
petition includes nine draft 
and temporary laws which 
were submitted to the 
Lower House to be dis¬ 
cussed. Temporary laws 
include the amended law 
of Parliamentary elec¬ 
tions. the Civil Status c 
law, the law of the Civil 
Security Service, and the 
law of the Jordanian Medical 
Council. 

The draft laws include the 
law for banning alcohol, the 


reach a conclusion on whether 
a brother killing his sister is a 
crime of the Kaba’er, but they 
agreed that it is a crime, and 
that any such judgement should 
be passed only through an 
Islamic court." 

“Our laws are old and 
dysfunctional.” 

With its very specific and 
clear Sharia, Islam handles 
such crimes (of adultery and 
murder) in a totally different 
way. “Islam’s solution is much 
better, less brutal, more 
humane, and very construc¬ 
tive." said Dr Al Emoush. 
“The sad case is that it’s not 
applied by people, and it's not 
employed by the Jordanian 
legal system, either.” 

Surveying the history of the 
Islamists, whether as Parlia¬ 
mentary members or otherwise, 
they tried to pass many laws 
that were against corruption, 
trying more than any other 
patty to create social reform. 
Yet, and very surprisingly, they 
never gave any attention to 
honor crimes, though all the 
related acts go against the strict 
teachings of Islam. 

“I know that something 
should be done about it. and I 
promise to raise the matter in 
front of the parliament, but I’m 
not very hopeful. We still have 
91 legal codes to discuss, and 1 
can't say when we we can ever 
get to do anything regarding 
honor killings,” added Dr Al 
Emoush. "The Government 
must intervene if we are to 
expect any change." 

Human rights and women's 
groups arc trying to create a 
change, but their efforts are 
stilLio accomplish change. 

A petition to the parliament 
has been written, “and a writ¬ 
ten protest or a demonstration 
must be addressed to the coun¬ 
cil of ministers,” said Ms 



amended law of Jordanian Uni¬ 
versities. the law of higher edu¬ 
cation, the law of civil courts 
and the law for the organiza- 


Khader. However, “it's appar¬ 
ent that the subject is being 
treated as a taboo,” said Ms 
Rana Al Husseini, a journalist 
specializing in honor killings 
and a recipient of the MED/ 
Media journalism award for a 
report she conducted on the 
subject. “If everyone stands 
back and says adultery and 
murder are wrong but they 
don’t happen to us. then who 
is going to recognize the prob¬ 
lem as it is," Ms Husseini 
added. 

If Jordan “expects to enter 
the 21 century with its prom¬ 
ised standards, maybe 1960 
rales should be revised.” con- 4 
eluded Ms Khader. ■ 


lion of vocational work. 

The 44-deputy petition pre¬ 
sented several other sugges¬ 
tions to the extraordinary ses¬ 
sion which include 
amendments on the laws of 
military and civil retirement, 
passports and citizenship, as 
well as suggestions for a new 
Parliamentary election law. 

In addition, deputies pre¬ 
sented several public issues for 
study like the policy of supply, 
the economic policy, general 
management, Jordanian-Arab 
relations and the agricultural 
policy. 

Public liberties and the rights 
of citizens also have their fair 
share in the petition, and dis¬ 
cussing the Audit Bureau report 
is also on the chart. 

On another note. Parliamen¬ 
tary delegates headed by Mr 
Srour will leave to Istanbul on 
14 April to participate in the 
95th conference of the Interna¬ 
tional Parliamentary Union, 
which will be held from 15 to 
20 April. 

Mr Srour said the conference 
will focus on the issue of terror¬ 
ism and how to combat iL “We 
have a vested interest in this 
subject, because the Middle 
East and Islam are accused of 
being a source of terrorism," 
Mr Srour said. "It will be our 
chance to clarify the fact that 
terrorism is not linked with a 
certain religion or area. It could 
happen anywhere." 

He added that "it is impossi¬ 
ble to combat terrorism by ter¬ 
rorism and by collective pun¬ 
ishment. because violence leads 
to violence.”* 
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Food Security 

A stressing issue 
for survival 


By Harry Pollens 

Special to The Star 

THERE WAS slightly more room for optimism as Jordan's 
Environmental Society (JES) in cooperation with the Friedrich 
Namnann Foundation (FNF) held a one-day seminar on food 
security. 

The conference, which brought lecturers, experts, farmers 
and industrialists to discuss the issue that is currently dominat¬ 
ing the environmental debate was attended by over! 80 
participants. 

The conference stressed that food production is not only 
decreasing, but it is also endangered due to technology, land 
degradation, environmental pollution and use of insecticide and 
pesticide. 

Topics discussed included: alternative approaches to food 
production and supply: fishing and agriculture; state of agricul¬ 
tural food production in the Kingdom; bio-technology. Envi¬ 
ronmental dangers and tbeir impacts on food production and 
supply was also addressed together with the dangers of chemi¬ 
cal and mechanical intensive agriculture. 

“We hope to bring these problems to the forefront to 
achieve a healthy food production in a polluted and constantly 
deteriorating environments," Dr Sufyan Al Tell, a member of 
the JES told the Star. “We are also dying to encourage an 
increase in food production as between 80%-90% of Jordan’s 
food is imported from abroad." 

In his address to the seminar, FNF representative in Jordan 
and Lebanon, Mr Walter Rudel. voiced concern that the 
world’s natural resources which were built up over millions of 
years were largely exhausted because of the industrialization 
that took place in the last 200 years. 

He said the world is already paying a high price for the 
“green revolution” which resulted in continued high use of fer¬ 
tilizers, improved seeds, mechanical and chemical intensive 
fanning. 

Mr Rudel maintained that 17 million hectares of world 
forests diminish each year because the green revolution intensi¬ 
fied to cope with the rising population. 

He fearai for the reduction in the world grain harvests which 
have become the most basic of commodities. 

Besides encouraging environmentally-friendly technology, 
Rudel believes sustainable development can only be achieved 
if population growth can be controlled. 

“Our world has entered a new era, one endangered with 
uncertainty on how to feed the projected massive growth of 
world pop ulati on - Either science will have to come up with 
new methods and rapidly expanding food production, or popu¬ 
lation levels and dietary patterns will be forced to adjust to 
much tighter supplies” , he said. 

One of the big questions that surfaced was the currently 
threatening “mad cow disease”. Many experts surmised that 
intensive cow holdings, inadequate farming methods and 
unnatural dietary methods are possibly responsible for the dis¬ 
ease. Some believed that the disease is a warning to animal 
farmers everywhere and called for organic and natural farming 
methods. 

“The mad cow disease is still vague, though often exagger¬ 
ated, but there’s danger in the background, it is a warning to 
every one. Rudel told The Star.” If this diseases is firmly estab¬ 
lished, the world may be moving towards a catastrophe, but 
fortunately only 10 cases have been detected so far among peo¬ 
ple below 40 years of age”. 

Dr Tell, an environmental expert with UN agencies, said the 
disease starts first in the minds of people as they seek to 
change the natural habitat and food of the animals. 

Mr Ziyad Alawneh. the director of the National Environ¬ 
mental Information and Education Program fNEIEP), a divi¬ 
sion of JES and funded by FNF, said the seminar is part of the 
society’s program to promote public environment awareness. 

“We are also trying to provide the public with useful infor¬ 
mation which is not readily available in the country". 

Apart from providing a platform where people can gather 
together and discuss issues that are of major concern to them. 
Alawneh maintains that the Environment Society tries to 
involve people everywhere to participate in the environmental 
movement ■ 


^ INVITATION TO RETENDER THE 

/jgy\ SUPPLY OF EQUIPMENT TO 

^ THE NEW FACILITY OF EDUCA- 

JUk-j TION SCIENCES AT MU'TAH 

' * UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONAL 

COMPETITIVE BIDDING (ICB). 

1. The Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
has received a loan related to Human Resources 
Development project from the International Bank 
of Reconstruction and Development - the World 
Bank - and intends to apply part of proceeds of 
this Loan to eligible payments for the supply of the 
goods and services covered by this invitation. 

2. The Respective purchasers namely: 

Mu'tah University in Karak. 

hereby invite local and international suppliers of 
educational equipment in subject being taught in 
the Faculty of Education Sciences of MU to apply 
for bidding documents and to submit tenders (bids) 
for the equipment to be provided to the various 
laboratories, workshops and classrooms of the Faculty. 

S. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further 
information and inspect the Bidding Documents at 
the liaison office of Mu'tah University located at 
Samir Rifai St.-Jabal Amman between hours 9:00 
am. to 1.-00 pm. Saturday through Thursday 
beginning March SO, 1996 to April 14, 1996. 

4. A complete set of the Bidding Document may be 
obtained from the (drove referred office upon 
submission of a written application and payment 
of a non refundable fee. All payments will be made 
by a bank draft or certified bank check in the 
currency of the purchaser's choice or in cash made 
out in favour of the Mu'tah University. Price of 
purchasing the documents would be the equivalent, 
mount of Jordanian Dinars as follows: 

- For delivery to personal callers JD 15.000per lot. 

- For delivery by local meal to local Bidders by 
courier Service JD 25.000 per lot. 

- For delivery to over seaf Bidders by courier 
Service JD 25 per lot plus JD 50 for all lots. 

Bids will be priced and submitted separately for each 
individual lot. Contracts will be awarded on a Lot 
(byfLot) basis to the lowest evaluated bidders who 
would prove capable to carry out the requirements of 
the contracts to be signed. Bidders could be awarded 
more than one contract of each. 

Closing date for the bid submission will be noon at 12 
Oc, on may 28,1996. Bids shall have a validity of 90 
days and will be accompanied by a bid security to the 
value of about 3% of the Bid Price and of duration of 
120 days. 

Mu'tah University 
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Bitter legacy of peace 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Shimon Peres’ visit to two Gulf states this week will 
likely bolster his standing before his own people. And why not? He has acted 
tough since the wave of suicide bomb attacks which shook the Israeli public and 
sent the peace process into a bottomless hole. He has slapped an unprecedented 
siege around the Palestinian territories, now running into its sixth week, bringing 
the Palestinian economy to its knees and more than 1.5 million Arabs to the brink 
of starvation. He has reintroduced the notorious policies of house demolition and 
expulsion of Palestinian activists who oppose the peace process. Israeli soldiers 
and Palestinian security police have stormed universities, colleges and villages in 
pursuit of students and young Palestinians thought to disapprove of Arafat's deal 
with Israel. 

Above all. Peres has suspended further negotiations with the Palestinians and 
postponed indefinitely Israel's withdrawal from Hebron. His main concern is now 
to win May's general elections, and in order to hit that point, he has to appear as 
uncompromising as his opponent, Benyamin Netanyahu, on matters of security 
and lands. But in doing so, Peres has compromised on the most important compo¬ 
nent of the peace process: justice. 

It is disheartening to see this reversal in Palestinian fortunes while Israel contin¬ 
ues to reap the fruits of its half-backed peace with the Arabs. Peres’ visit to Oman 
and Qatar was an insult not only to the Palestinians who are made prisoners of 
their own homes, but also to all Arabs and Muslims. These countries have shown 
no sensitivity to the plight of the Palestinians who are being punished collectively. 

Peres has his own political agenda. We would be surrendering our fates too easi¬ 
ly to the dictat of such an agenda if we. as Arabs, wait and watch, keeping our fin¬ 
gers crossed and praying that Peres, the peacemaker, survives the next elections 
and resumes the peace process. This would be gullible and naive. Peace in the re¬ 
gion must be based on genuine desire by all parties concerned. No one party 
should be singled out to pay the heavy price of peace in the Middle East—least of 
all the Palestinians. They have paid enough. 

The siege must end immediately and the dialogue must continue. Peres must 
show acumen and courage if he is to fulfill the prophecy of peace-making. He 
must also come up boldly and declare that the true sense of peace gives the Pales¬ 
tinians a homeland of their own, and that the land of Palestine can only enjoy 
peace if the two peoples accept coexistence on equal footing. 

On his part. Arafat must seize the moment to emerge as the historic leader of his 
people. The witch hunt has gone far enough, and when Palestinian security men 
storm universities and colleges, arrest people in hundreds, subject some to torture 
and others to intimidation, the fine line that once separated the occupier from the 
liberation fighter becomes fuzzy and unrecognizable. This is not the Palestine that 
thousands had perished for. Arafat’s legacy to his people is bitter and revolting. M 


Interesting web sites on the Internet 


Here are some useful sites on the World 
Wide Web: 

■ Two excellent Web sources for following 
Comet Hyakutake and its close encounter with 
earth. 

JPL Hyakutake Home Page: 

http://newproduct5.jpI.nasa.gov/comet/ 

hyakutake 


graphs, is available. And there are pointers 
to other film sites: 

http://wwwjndiana.edu/bfca/jadex-btjnl 


"Night or the Comet": 
http://george.arc-iiasa.gov/comet/ 

The Jet Propulsion Laboratory's "Hyaku¬ 
take" home page offers news articles from vari¬ 
ous sources, over 200 images and links to other 
Hyakutake pages. "Night of the Comet" is a 
virtual star party devoted to the appearance of 
Cornel Hyakutake. It connects to information 
about the comet, as well as suggested school ac¬ 
tivities connected to iL Its "Ask an Expert" 
section provides a chat room, as well as an in¬ 
teractive question and answer page. 


■ The Yahoo browser has launched 
"Yahooligans," a searchable and browsa- 
ble index of the Internet designed specifi¬ 
cally for 8 to 14 year olds. At present the 
main categories are "Around the World," 
"Art Soup," "Computers and Games On¬ 
line," "EnlertainmenL." "School Bell," 
"Science and Oddities," "Sports and Rec¬ 
reation," and "The Scoop.": 

httpy/www.y-ahooligansxom/ 

(Text only) http://www.yahooligans.coin/ 
text/ 


■ The Black Film Center Archive IBFC/A) 
of Indiana University “is a repository of films 
and related materials by and about African 
Americans." Its holdings list of over 700 films 
and video cassettes, as well as archival photo- 


■ The US Census Bureau has recently- 
updated national, state and county popula¬ 
tion estimates through 1995. State and 
county population estimates are now avail¬ 
able in various components and dating 
from 1900-1995: 

http://www.ccnsus.gOY/flp/pub/ 
population/www/popes t-html 
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China rumbles toward 


super power status 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

Star US corespondent 


THE EVENTS of the past few 
weeks surrounding Taiwan’s 
presidential elections, China's 
military exercises around the 
island and the US diplomatic 
and military moves around 
Taiwan have attracted world 
attention. 

They have reminded the in¬ 
ternational community that 
there are other flash points on 
our globe other than the Israel/ 
Palestinian-lsraeli/Syrian con¬ 
flicts. wars among the former 
Soviet republics, and the other 
Balkan powder keg ever ready 
to reignite. 

The rumblings coming from 
China and Taiwan caused 
some pessimists to fear the 
worst: a possible military con¬ 
frontation between the .US and 
China that could esca¬ 
late into a worst possi- 
ble scenario, a nuclear i_ 
war. These soothsayers 
of doom have even 
feared a North Korean 
attack against South 
Korea in support of 
China, should there be 
open hostilities be¬ 
tween China and the 
United States. 

Other less dramatic 
analysts have speculat¬ 
ed there would be a 
more benign scenario, 
classical air and naval 
battles reminiscent of 
World War 11 confron¬ 
tations between the US 
and Japan in the Pacif¬ 
ic. 

Thus far all these 
fears have proved 
groundless. In reality. 

China has nothing to 
win from an open war 
with the US; rather, it 
has everything to lose. 

It would Jose its im¬ 
mense economic mo¬ 
mentum: it would lose 
every important trade 
link’ with Japan and 
other pro-American ec¬ 
onomic tigers in Asia, 
including Singapore. 

South Korea. Indonesia —_ 


and Australia. Further, ii would 
jeopardies sizable trade bene¬ 
fits with the US and Western 
Europe and would physically 
risk much destruction to its ec¬ 
onomic. civilian infrastructure 
and military installations. And 
of course there would be much 
loss of human life, though, his¬ 
torically, this has been of sec¬ 
ondary consideration to the 
leaders of the over-populated 
China. 

China knows veiy well that 
it cannot match the US in mod¬ 
em military technology or 
hardware. Likewise it knows 
that tlie US will not let itself be 
drawn into a conventional 
land-jungle war a-la-Vietnam 
where Chinese numbers and 
low-tech strategies would have 
the advantage. 

So why did China act as it 
did if it did not seek a military 


confrontation? Why did China 
go to the limit of exchanging 
threats with the US then tone 
down its language at the last 
minute? The answer lies in 
China's desirc-perhaps its des¬ 
tiny, according to adherents of 
such beliefs—of higher vision 
to become the next superpow¬ 
er in the world, not necessarily 
in lieu of the defunct Soviet 
Union, but a superpower in the 
world, not necessarily in lieu 
of the defunct Soviet Union, 
but a superpower in its own 
right, representing Asia, the 
Eas t, the Third World, a super¬ 
power that would restore some 
equilibrium in global power 
politics since America has 
monopolized the position 
since 1990. Ultimately. China 
hopes to give Asia a political/ 
military weight commensurate 
with its economic and human 
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"As Chairman Mao himself said: a trip of 
a thousand miles starts with one step!" 


tiaL 

The US and the Soviet Un¬ 
ion. in the eyes of the Third 
World, represented the white/ 
Caucasian clement of human¬ 
kind. much more than they 
represented the ideological 
struggle between capitalism/ 
democracy and communism/ 
despotism. The Chinese rift 
with the Soviet Union begin¬ 
ning in the 1960s continued 
until the demise of the USSR- 
It historically was a rebellion 
of Chinese/Third World under¬ 
dog communists against Euro- 
pcan/whitc/communist domi¬ 
nation. 

When most of the Third 
World watched China chal¬ 
lenge the US around Taiwan, 
in reality it was cheering the 
expected birth of the next su¬ 
perpower from among its own 
ranks. China knows’ that the 
21sl century will be the era of 
the rebirth and expansion 
•1 of Asia socially, econom¬ 
ically. and politically and 
consequently has to dem¬ 
onstrate early enough that 
it will be the leader of the 
future Asia. 

Taiwan was an occa¬ 
sion: the military maneu¬ 
vers were a gesture. But 
the implication is written 
in large letters on the 
Eastern sky. If there had 
not been the election in 
Taiwan. China would 
have found another occa¬ 
sion and made other ges¬ 
ture to deliver the identi¬ 
cal message. 

Let no one he surprised 
if China, from time to 
lime, presents the worjd 
with this message in 
whatever form. And let 
us not forget that great 
powers, like volcanoes, 
demonstrate their pres¬ 
ence and ascent with rum¬ 
blings. China's birth as a 
Superpower will be pre¬ 
ceded by many mare 
tremors and rumbling. 

And then there is the 
rumbling of disconlenL 
within our own borders as 
presently represented by 
the Freemen. But that's 
another column. ■ 


Baring’s Rogue Trader 


tells his own story 


Rogue Trader, by Nick Lee- 
son and Edward Wbilely, 
UK, Little Brown and Co., 
pp273. 

Reviewed by- 
Nadia Al Anani 


NICK LEESON has finally 
opened his account and told 
his own version of Barings 
Bank's sudden collapse. He is 
blamed for losses which 
amounted to £860 million. 
These losses were attributed to 
large, dangerous and unau¬ 
thorized speculations into the 
Singapore and Japan stock c\- 
chanec markets. While he con¬ 
ceived Barings as obtaining 
large profits. Lccsnn was actu¬ 
ally concealing huge losses in 
a secret error account num¬ 
bered 888S. 

The book is an autobiogra¬ 


phy. focus¬ 

ing in par- 

licular on —^ _ 

the author's 

role in the am 

l% nss Review 

Jr starts 

with a pro- “ 

lnguc which is supposed to at¬ 
tract the reader to the breath¬ 
taking events of lhr- ->ii(hor‘.<; 
life beginning with his disap¬ 
pearance from Singapore and 
backwards. Unfortunately, he 
lacks the skill to make the best 
out of a potentially very inter¬ 
esting read. 

In the first chapter, he lakes 
the reader to his early humble 
childhood as a plasterer's son 
in Watford, just outside Lon¬ 
don. He portrays himself as a 
young, ambitious and amusing 
child and young man. "I man¬ 
aged to he both a swot and a 
lad. which was unprecedent¬ 
ed." 

Throughout the book he 
shows pride in leading a dou¬ 
ble life and having a double 
character. He was the hard 
working employee who nuxlc 
his way to the top as well as a 
playboy and made no secret Of 
the fact that he spent a night in 
jail for indecent exposure. 

Though it is well-known (hat 
he failed his A-Level maths 
examination, he docs not men¬ 
tion this fact in his book. 

The book becomes eventu¬ 
ally more interesting as the au¬ 
thor starts to reveal the story 
of the 8s. account. He explains 
how he lied, forged docu¬ 
ments. suppressed information 
and submitted false accountan¬ 
cy journals. 

As expected, he tells the 


story from a defensive point of 
view, explaining that there 
were many contributory factors 
to Barings' failure. A single 
man, he contends, cannot alone 
render a large financial group 
bankrupt. He explains how he 
perceived his job saying, “all 
the money we dealt with was 
unreal; abstract numbers which 
Hashed across screens or 
jumped across the trading pit 
with a Hurry- of hands." 

He goes on to describes his 
everyday feeling, saying "it 
was the opening of the market, 
anything could happen, any¬ 
thing was possible. It w.ix scry 
dangerous. I could take a step 
forward and with just one wa\c 
of the hand buy or sell millions 
or pounds." 

He also blamed the hank for 
exposing him to temptation as 
they gave him run 
pmm conflicting posi- 

k turns.: head of ihc 

trading floor and 
head of the hack ol- 

MA# r,cc - 
• W Lee son claimed 

that the senior man¬ 
agement at Barings 
were pushing him hard to cam 
more so that their bonuses fa 
percentage of the profits) 
would increase. He explained 
that he could not have earned 
that huge amount of money un¬ 
less he went beyond his author¬ 
ity and they should have 
known that. 


There were J 

also rumors in j| 

the market ^—— 

about his post- 
lions which 
were bought to 
Barings alien- ,-eer 

lion by the 
Bank of Inter¬ 
national Settle¬ 
ments. Internal 
auditors also ' 

recommended l i 

•splir re- jSHfifrjp J 

sponsihi lilies 1 

between the 
back office and tBB ^ 
tltc (ratting H 
floor but this HV 

rcconuncmJatio HF 
n was never w 
implemented. | 

Barings in fact I _ * 

ignored these I 

warning signs ^ 

and continued 

to fund Lee- Ucson 

sons dealings 

from London. 

Was there a cover-up? This 
question remains open. Lccxnn 
merely pointed a finger at a 
number i>r senior managers in 
Barings and claimed that they 
should have known about his 
dealings. He did not mention 
that there was a deliberate 
cook-up between any of them 
and himself. 

Il is interesting to know that 
the UK Board Supervision did 
not rule out (he possibility that 


Lccson 


Lccson was acting in concert 
with others. The Ministry of 
Finance in Singapore took a 
further step fas they had wider 
access to documents i and stat¬ 
ed that Barings management 
either knew or should have 
known about the S s. account. 

Whatever the truth is. the 
message to every banker is 
clear: be extremely alcn. ■ 
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Israeli 

Elections 


Each time the Israeli elec¬ 
tions loom on the horizon, 
the game of percentages 
and political bets always 
starts in Jordan. We are in¬ 
variably affected by the 
elections of our close 
neighbor. But ultimately, 
what is on the mind of the 
Israeli electors ore issues 
that concern them directly. 

The force of habit drives 
us in Jordan to start pre¬ 
dicting results, and pontifi¬ 
cate on Israeli foreign poli¬ 
cy issues. One can only 
say force of habit, because, 
logically, the transparency 
which the Hashemite lead¬ 
ership of Jordan has dealt 
with the question of peace 
with Israel should eradicate 
old habits of analysis, and 
promote schools of thought 
that tackle with open facts 
and straight figures. 

It is no secret that the 
Crown Prince Hass an, the 
Regent met recently repre¬ 
sentatives of the executive, 
judiciary and legislative 
powers of the Israeli politi¬ 
cal system. Reports regard¬ 
ing those meetings were 
widely published. 

To start building con¬ 
spiratorial theories, and 
create absurd scenarios for 
others advising them what 
to do when they assume 
power is illogical, and does 
not correspond with the 
spirit of the limes. Or is it 
that we still do not believe 
in transparency when we 
sec it. and honesty when 
we assimilate it, and prefer 
to weave imaginative tales 
of comfort that will devour 




A political party or an 
individual personality 
fighting for elections does 
promise the electorate the 
sun. the moon and a rose 
garden: The Jordanian 
electorate is victims of 
such ploys, perpetrated by 
our Parliamentarians. 

But, to take the state¬ 
ments and promises of Is¬ 
raeli politicians to their 
electorate at face value, is a 
folly, unless we assume 
that they are more honest 
than our own politicians, in 
which case our inferiority 
complex is perceived as 
beyond redemption. 

Rumors are abound that 
Netanyahu released one 
statement or another, and 
that Rabin also said some¬ 
thing that did or did not 
make sense. The fact re¬ 
mains that we should ap¬ 
proach such matters with 
intelligence and admit that 
a political party contesting 
power, is not a political 
party in power. Therefore, 
such a party has all the 
privileges of maneuvering 
and issuing statements 
with impunity. 

Netanyahu will keep 
giving his program of ac¬ 
tion. and his coalition part¬ 
ner. will be pleased with i 
the line of his policy. But if j 
he gets to power, he will | 
have to deal with a set of 
circumstances related to 1 
the internal, external and 
the Occupied Territories 
and then turns to his part¬ 
ners. That would require 
more lalem than being in 
opposition, and certainly 
the responsibilities of the 
Israeli Prime Minister are 
not the same as those of 
flic leader of the opposi¬ 
tion. 

The same goes for Mr 
Peres. He is the current 
Prime Minister and his 
statements do reflect the 
policies of the Israeli gov¬ 
ernment. The constraints of 
office arc obvious, but on 
the other hand, he will 
have to make some promis¬ 
es us the leader of the op¬ 
position. an opposition to 
the Likud Party. On this 
count, there will also be 
many promises made, 
mainly realisable, but 
mostly for public consump¬ 
tion 

Among the many state¬ 
ments made, and the prom¬ 
ises given, one theme in 
the Israeli elections will de¬ 
termine the tone of the 
campaign, and that is the 
question of security. Many 
divergent points will 
emerge between the coali¬ 
tions. but the underlying 
factor of unity will be. se¬ 
curity. 

No matter what the ex¬ 
pectations are, on our side, 
the fact remains that Israel 
will not consider any pro¬ 
posal that seemingly jeop¬ 
ardizes its own security. ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ The Japan Fund for 
Overseas Cooperation has 
granted Iordan a $103 
nviZioo loan to cover the 
cost of the second stage 
of the Aqaba Thermo Sta¬ 
tion. In 1994, the fund 
granted Jordan a $47 mil¬ 
lion loan to launch this 
project 


■ The total deposits at 
banks amounted to ID 
5.787 billion till Decem¬ 
ber ‘95, the CBJ Bulletin 
shows. This is compared 
to JD 5372 million at 
December 1994. These 
deposits are of three cato> 
garies: on order, savings 
and on . notice. Deposits 
from, the private sector 
were JD 3.537 billion 
compared to JD 3.296 bil¬ 
lion in 1994. As for pub¬ 
lic departments, deposits, 
deposits reached JD 437 
mUHon, compared to JD 
347 million in 1994. 


■ The International Arab 
Education investments 
Corp., made JD 12.85 
million, (JD 12.85 million 
as revenues from the Uni¬ 
versity of Applied Sci¬ 
ences). The shareholders 
equity grew by 17 per¬ 
cent, that is JD 15.23 mil¬ 
lion, and the company's 
investments were worth 
JD 2.4 million. 


■ Hie latest figures for 
the assets of the Central 
Bank of Jordan were JD 
3,269,845. CBJ gold 
assets were worth JD 
138.832,000. In converti¬ 
ble currencies, the assets 
were valued at JD 
1,47,910,000 as liquidity 
and deposits: JD 

97.915,000 in bonds; JD 
49,497,000 assets of trade 
agreements; JD 

31,479,000 contributions 
in regional and interna¬ 
tional financial 

institutions. 


■ Hie International 
Finance Corp. (1FC) of 
the World Bank agreed to 
grant a $6 million loan to 
the Jordanian Aluminium 
Co. The loan will be 
invested m building a 
new branch of this indus¬ 
try in Jeezeb outside 
Amman. The company’s 
production will increase 
by 6000 tons per year. 
75% of which will be 
merchandised locally, 
while the rest exported. 


■ Al Daminoum AJ Arab 
Insurance was established 
this week as a public 
shareholding company at 
a paid up capital JD 1 
million. The 98 founding 
members have covered 
50% of the total capital, 
while the other half will 
be put for public 
subscription. 
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Al Reisha may be the key to 


Jordan’s energy problems 


AMMAN (Star)—Jordan 

might be a step closer to 
becoming an oil state. This 
week an agreement was signed 
by the Jordan and the US to 
continue exploring for this 
strategic material that may 
change the face of the Jorda¬ 
nian economy. 

Oil was discovered in Al 
Azraq (Hamza Field) in 1984 
by the Natural Resources 
Authority (NRA). It produced 
600 barrels of oil per day, but 
by 1994. production dropped 
to around 30 barrels. NRA 
reports show that accumulative 
production is around 705.000 
barrels. 

In 1987 Al Risha field was 
discovered. Dry gas was found 
in the RH-3 well, and two 
years later, two wells began to 
produce 20 million cubic feet 
of gas daily. 

Three more wells were con¬ 
nected to a new treatment 
plant in 1993. It began to sup¬ 
ply the power Station with 27- 
30 miliion cubic feet of gas per 
day. 

About 80.000 square kilom¬ 
eters of Jordan's 91,000 
square kilometers are covered 
by sedimentary ,rocks. How¬ 
ever, the areas explored cover 
no more than 10,000 square 
kilometers. Around 33,000 
square kilometers of seismic 
lines were shot and more than 
90 wells drilled. Most of this 
has been concentrated in three 
clusters: the Risha'gas field, 
the Hamza-Rajil in Azraq, and 
the East Sirhan area. 

When it decided to explore 
for oil and gas in 1977, Jordan 
opened the door for foreign 
companies to work in areas 
planned by NRA. Examples 
can be seen in the Azraq area 
which NRA left to Amoco; the 
broad Risha area was lelt to 


the Korean 

Hanbo. 

NRA is ready 
to leave Risha. 
the Jordan Val¬ 
ley or parts of 
them io foreign 
investors if a 
good deal is 
stiuck. It would 
like to move to 
other areas that 
have been 
shelved, such as: 
the northern 
highlands. North 
Azraq, Basalt, 
Sirhan, or cen¬ 
tral Jordan. But 
greater effort is 
needed for the 
exploration of 
much more 
areas. The ratio 
of wells to land 
is about 1:1000. 

A recent 
ESCWA study 
on oil develop¬ 
ment and gas in 
selected 

ESCWA coun- 





Al Reisha field promises to put Jordan on the oil map 


tries says that drilling activities 
began in Jordan after the 
Edwin Pauly Oil Co. obtained 
a concession for the whole 
country in 1951. One year 
later, the Phillips Co. drilled 
the first well, in Sweileh (SW- 
I). Joined by the Yugoslav 
INA and the American Rlon, 
Phillips continued drilling. 
Eight wells were drilled up 
until 1978. 

NRA began its own explora¬ 
tion in 1980. It has drilled 79 
wells, 11 of these are in pro¬ 
duction. Foreign companies 
drilled six wells. NRA, how¬ 
ever. is the only party that 
found oil and gas in the 
country. 

In 1978, NRA conducted the 
first seismic survey over Risha 


which extends between the 
Basali area in ihe west and the 
Iraqi border in ihe easi. The 
gas potential in Risha is great 
because it is adjacent to (he 
Iraqi border in the cast and to 
Saudi Arabia in ihe souLh. 

The Risha gas field is struc¬ 
tural high consisting of many 
stratigraphic traps. Some 
believe they are tidal channels, 
others believe they are bars. A 
third group believes the reser¬ 
voir is a combination of these 
two, while a fourth group 
believes they are stacks of dif¬ 
ferent sandstones with differ¬ 
ent environments and physical 
characteristics. 

Another problem is the 
tightness of reservoir sand¬ 


stone. The porosity of the pro¬ 
ducing sand varies between 
5%-12‘T. Many wells pene¬ 
trated (he reservoir sand but 
produced nothing owing to its 
lightness. 

The bay zones are two sand¬ 
stone units laying immediately 
below the thick Mudawura 
shale of the early Silurian 
period. These two units of the 
Risha Dubcideeb formation are 
separated by siitsione. There is 
a role of thumb concerning the 
Risha structural high that any 
well ihai encounters the Risha 
member standstune and has a 
porosity of more than 5% must 
be a producer. 

The drilling program in 
Risha calls for three completely 
different procedures in three 


different sections. The first 
consists of different kinds of 
rocks (limestone, sandstone, 
dolomite, and marl). The sec¬ 
ond is of overpressurised shale 
which calls for high-density 
drilling fluid. Hie third con¬ 
sists of sandstone and siltstone 
with subnormal pressure. 

In the past, the NRA paid 
around $2 million to drill a 
well; now it is reduced to SI 
million. Experts believe that 
the driltiog cost could be dras¬ 
tically reduced if the first sec¬ 
tion of the wells (i.e. 1,200- 
1.300 metres) were drilled by 
applying an air drilling 
method. 

The first discovery well in 
Risha was drilled in 1986. 
tested .and found commercially 
viable in 1987. It was proved 
to be capable of delivering 12- 
15 million cubic feet of gas per 
day. This encouraged the Gov¬ 
ernment to build a power sta¬ 
tion in the area with 30-MW 
turbines to be fired by natural 
gas produced from Risha 
wells. This power station 
beean operations in Mid- 
March 1989. It added 9% to 
the installed electrical-pow'er 
generation capacity in Jordan. 

A third turbine began oper¬ 
ating in the station in Septem¬ 
ber ‘93. More gas was deliv¬ 
ered. and the capacity of the 
Risha Power Station reached 
90-MW. This means Lhai 13% 
of Jordan's electricity genera¬ 
tion came from the Reisha 
field. 

Since October '94. a fourth 
turbine with a 30-MW capac¬ 
ity has been operating, raising 
the participation of gas in Jor¬ 
dan's electricity generation to 
around '18%. This is equivalent 
to 5%-6% of Jordan's total 
consumption of oil. ■ 



Arab Bank distributes 35% of profit to 
shareholders 


THE 66TH general assembly of ihe Arab Bank endorsed the 
recommendations of the Board of Directors to give the share¬ 
holders 35 percent of the capital as profit (i.e. JD 3.5 per 
share). 

The General Manager of the Arab Bank, and Chairman of 
its Board of Directors Mr Abdel Majeed Shoman said the 
bank's assets in 1995 amounted to JD 13 billion, and its prof¬ 
its reached JD III million before the tax. He added thar JD 
30.6 million were paid in income tax. The net profit in 1995 
was JD 80.5 million compared with JD 703 million the year 
before. 

Mr Shoman stressed that the bank's general policy is based 
on feeding its reserves on permanent basis. This policy has 
led to the increase of the shareholders equity by JD 552 mil¬ 
lion at the end of ‘95 compared to JD 487 million in ‘94. He 
explained that this policy has strengthened the bank's finan¬ 
cial position, and enabled it to meet any requirements. 

Meanwhile, the bank has increased its lending, and expan¬ 
sion geographically. He pointed out that the 8 percent Basel 
Committee’s required capital sufficiency is exceeded by the 
bank to nearly 14 percent, a point of strength for the Arab 
Bank in dealing with those international bodies. 

The Arab Bank's general manager said the bank's adminis¬ 
tration currently plans to increase its paid up capital if the 15 
percent capitalization fees are abolished. This step will most 
likely be effective once the amendment of the companies law 
is accomplished. Such a proposal will be presented to the gen¬ 
eral assembly in 1997. by which time things will be much 
clearer. 

Mr Shoman said that 11 branches of the Arab Bank are 
operating in the West Bank and Gaza, offering their services 
to Palestinians and supporting the Palestinian economy. He 
added that while working on the promotion and strengthening 
of these branches, the bank's management is currently estab¬ 
lishing two other branches in Rafah and Jabalia in Gaza, and 
hopes to reopen the bank's branch in Jerusalem. 

He informed the meeting of the Arab Bank's contribution 
to the establishment of the Arab Palestinian Investment Bank 
with a 55 percent of the $15 million paid up capital. The 1FC 
of the World Bank has 25 percent, the German Foundation 
for Develop mem and Investment has 15 percent. 

A proposal to increase the Shoman Foundation's share of 
the bank’s profit from 1 to 3 per cent to enable it to establish 
an Institute of High Technology in Palestine came from indi¬ 
vidual members of the Board" of Directors. The motion was 
seconded and accepted as it was one of the ideas of the late 
founder of the Arab Bank Mr Abdel Hameed Shoman. Abdul 
Majeed Shoman objected, and said he himself would be real¬ 
izing the project from his own pocket, together with a large 
library next to the mosque he built in Beit Hanina. ■ 


World Bank chief says Jordan will 
become a major competitor in the 
region and on world level 


AMMAN (Star)—World Bank 
President James Wolfensohn 
concluded on Saturday, a 
three-day visit to Jordan with a 
press conference at which he 
reiterated the Bank’s pledge to 
help the Jordanian government 
address the problems of pov¬ 
erty and unemployment 
through the promotion of small 
and medium-size business. He 
also announced the Bank's 
decision to grant Jordan a $40 
million loan to develop its 
exports, and to credit a local 
aluminium company $6 mil¬ 
lion to expand its plant. 

While appraising Jordan's 
success in achieving major 
economic reforms during the 
past few years, Wolfensohn 
said that such a reform pro¬ 
gram would transform Jor¬ 
dan’s economy into a dynamic 
competitor in the region and 
on the world market. Hence 
exports would increase, earn¬ 
ings generated, and job oppor¬ 
tunities ensured. 

The World Bank chief left 
with a very strong impression 
about Jordanians. 

He said that these people are 
“very serious and hardwork¬ 
ing”, and have “maintained a 
sense of order and determina¬ 
tion with the complex issue 
they have faced.” Hence, he 
saw Jordanian society “poised 
for a new era of economic 
openness in which private ini¬ 
tiative will assume a leading 
role." 

After having talks with 
HRH Crown Prince Hass an, 
the Regent. Rime Minister 
Kabariti. ministers and other 
officials on the one hand, and 
the familiarization trips he 


made to the poor districts in 
Aqaba, the Baqa’a refugee 
camp, and the Ghor agricul¬ 
ture areas, Mr Wolfensohn 
said “priority in the King¬ 
dom was the creation of 
jobs, the spreading of the 
benefits of the economic 
program, and peace.” He 
added that this goal can be 
realized through allowing 
the poor "access to credit 
and income-generating 
activities.” 

Wolfensohn said that the 
openness of Jordan’s econ¬ 
omy has proven to the eco¬ 
nomic communities on the 
local, regional and interna¬ 
tional levels that it is a fer¬ 
tile place for investment and 
profitable projects. There¬ 
fore, the World Bank will 
continue to provide Jordan 
with technical assistance 
and financial resources. 



World Bank classifies Jordan 
as a middle-income state 


THE WORLD Bank categorizes Jordan as 
one of the Arab countries that has medium 
income (GNP per capita income exceeds 
$1000 a year). The World Bank lists Egypt, 
Sudan, Yemen. Somalia, and Mauritania as 
countries of low income. (GNP..per capita 
income is less than $695 a year). Bahrain. 
Oman. Saudi Arabia, and Libya are classified 
as countries of high-medium income, 
whereas the UAE. Qatar, and Kuwait are 
placed as countries of high income. 

The World Bank's report pointed to the 
unprecedented growih of the developing 
countries foreign debts, which amounted to 
$1,945 trillion~at the end of *94 compared 
with $1,812 trillion in ‘93. It noted that 
instead of making a contribution to these 
countries* development, chose debts became 
an additional means of depletion of the finan¬ 
cial resources of the low and medium income 
states. Hence, their economic crises 
worsened. 

The World Bank's report explains that as a 
result, the ratio of total debts to exports in 


developing countries was 167%. and reaches 
364% in low income stales. It estimates that 
the latter group of countries need to increase 
their exports four times to be able to repay 
these debts and their services. The report 
points that the average ratio of debts services 
to total exports of the low income developing 
countries is 17% to 22%. In the Middle East 
and North Africa, the average ratio of debts 
to exports amounts to 153%. while the debt 
services to exports is about 16%. 

The report incorporates a number of initia¬ 
tives which the World Bank seeks to imple¬ 
ment to mitigat the debt crisis and its nega¬ 
tive impact on the inflow of foreign 
investments in these countries. 

The World Bank called upon international 
institutions which finance the development 
processes in low income countries, as well as 
the creditor states to be flexible regarding 
debts rescheduling, and to recycle some of 
the funds to their industry so that the eco¬ 
nomic situation can be improved there. ■ 


HRH Prince Hassan, the Regent, receives World Bank Presi¬ 
dent Wolfensohn. 


with a special emphasis on the 
priorities. Hie bank will con¬ 
centrate with the Government 
on housing projects to create 
more jobs, and to offer securi¬ 
ties which enable citizens to 
generate income resources. 

Wolfensohn explained that 
as 50% of the population live in 
rural areas, agriculture can be 
developed for greater job 
opportunities. He also referred 
to the tourism sector as a vital 
source of employment. 

The World Bank chief said 
the Bank will contribute to the 
mitigation of the sufferings of 
the disadvantaged and poor 
areas of Aqaba and Baqa’a. 
This can achieved by the insu¬ 
rance of small business and 
necessary loans. Hence, Wol- 
fansohn expressed the bank's 


readiness to study the possibil¬ 
ity of creating a special fund to 
lend craftsman in refugees 
camps. 

He also noted that positive 
experiences of other develop¬ 
ing nations, such as the 
women's banks experiment, 
can be utilized to finance hand¬ 
icrafts projects for unemployed 
refugees. 

Wolfensohn urged ihe 
Baqa'a inhabitants to build a 
hospital, especially as the land 
lot is available. He called upon 
them to renew the decaying 
water network in the camp, 
and to solve the population 
density ( abou' -> 0,000 people 
live on a 1.4 square Kilometer 
land space in the Baqa'a refu¬ 
gee camp). He reminded ihcm 
of the need for the expansion 


of schools, the reduction of 
classroom student numbers, 
and the treatment of solid 
wasie. 

On the eve of Mr Wolfen- 
sohn departure io the Palestin¬ 
ian areas, ihe World Bank in 
New York issued ihe following 
statement: Private firms in Jor¬ 
dan will soon have easier 
access to investment finance 
under a $40 million export 
development loan approved by 
the World Bank, it seeks to 
support Jordan's Export Sector 
Development Program, the 
World Bank loan would help 
case investment financing con¬ 
straints for productive-capacity 
expansion, one of the major 
constraints faced by private 
firms in exploiting export 
opportunities. ■ 


Private sector relations 
between Jordan and Oman 
set to go 
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♦ Arab Bank 

♦ Hoiumg Bank 



TUESDAY 


♦ Union far Cic-ircuc. 

♦ Naiiorul Siauphier houie 
+JoafenGu*v 



♦ Uimaxal kfctal tndi&tria 

♦ Dar M-Duwn for 

♦ Jordan Industry Supplier 
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| kte>nl Price Pointer 

147.060 

145290 

143.490 

140.840 

Trade Volume 

498104 

632051 

722167 

. SS7S65 

Stock Volume 

268806 

339563 

453941 

471086 



Highest Traded Stocks 

♦ Arab Beak 


HQJ88 


♦ Arab Bank 


9030 


♦ Arab Bank 


179.395 


♦ Arab Bank 


276.910 


All data provided by it ACCESS Tel: 646868 Fax: 646949 


THE PRIVATE sectors in Jor¬ 
dan and Oman set up a $10 
million shareholding company. 
It will engage in agricultural, 
industrial, touristic, and health 
activities in both countries. 

A Jordanian private sector 
delegation just came from 
Oman and said their visit was 
very successful. 

In trade, the two sides 
agreed to promote, develop, 
and diversify ihe mechanisms 
of cooperation. The Jordanian 
side presented a draft trade 
accord between the two coun¬ 
tries which include the cancel¬ 
lation of custom duties on all 
exchanged commodities of 
either country of origin, and 


the removal of all restrictions 
and obstacles which hamper 
trade. 

The two sides agreed to 
exchange the ‘calender’ lists of 
agricultural products, organize 
commercial exhibitions, and- 
facilitate businessmen move¬ 
ment between the two 
countries. 

The two sides discussed the 
possibilities of linking the 
stock markets with each other, 
to facilitate the enlisting of Jor¬ 
danian companies in the Mas¬ 
qat Financial Market, and 
Omani companies on Amman 
Financial Market This will 
encourage' capital inflow in 
both countries. Meanwhile, it 


will help both financial mar¬ 
kets to fttrther cooperate in the 
field of depositing, financing, 
settlement and clearance, 
exchange of experiences and 
information, planning in trad¬ 
ing and circulation inter¬ 
action, etc. 

The Omani side showed 
interest in Jordanian tourism, 
especially touristic rehabilita¬ 
tion and therapy touristic vil¬ 
lages. and in training tourist 
. guides. 

They showed interest in Jor¬ 
dan's level of medical treat¬ 
ment. The Jordanian side 
expressed readiness io provide 
the health sector in the Sulta¬ 
nate with its needs of medical 
and nursing specialities. 

The Jordanian side posi¬ 
tively responded to the Omani 
request of having the Omani 
Commission for contracts and 
leasing teachers to come to Jor¬ 
dan in May instead of July 
every year. ■ 


ABI brings 24 hour money transfer 

service to Jordan 


By Mohammad Adawiya 

Special to The Star 

THE AMMAN Bank for Investments 
tABli signed a number of sub-agent 
agreements last week with various local 
companies to bring round-the-clock 
money transfer service to Jordan. 

At a signing ceremony at ABI’s head 
office, the bank, acting as agent for 
Western Union, a US-based company 
specializing in money transfers, author¬ 
ized a number of local companies to act 
as its representatives. ABI is also in the 
process of adding other companies to the 
list of agents to provide convenient ser¬ 
vice to the local population. 

The inclusion of two local currency 
exchangers as well as the Hijazi Hotel in 
frbid adds to Western Union’s nearly 
29.000 offices worldwide. “Our plan is 
to spread the service throughout 


Amman," Mr Hani Qaqish. Deputy Gen¬ 
eral Manager of ABI said. With the addi¬ 
tion of the hotel in Irbid there will be, 
"no need to wait for banks to open." he 
added. 

Mr Qaqish, eager to highlight the 
advantages of the service, points out that 
it will provide for the. "...easy and quick 
transfer of cash.” In addition to tourists, 
Mr Qaqish believes that students will also 
be among the potential customers likely 
io take advantage of the service. Citing 
the large number of families who live in 
the Gulf area but whose children attend 
Jordanian universities. Mr Qaqish 
believes that such a service can be of tre¬ 
mendous help in dealing with the logis¬ 
tics such a situation poses. The bank is 
also optimistic that the large number of 
foreign workers, who regularly send 
money back to their home countries, will 


also take advantage of the service. 

Although ABI is the main agent in Jor¬ 
dan. the bank executive is quick to point, 
out that there is no need to have a bank 
account to transfer money. The bank 
charges a service fee, however, charging 
$15 for the minimum transferable 
amount of SI00 and increasing thereaf¬ 
ter. Realizing that the fee might be 
somewhat high. Mr Qaqish says, "We are 
trying...to reduce this fee.” 

Although the recent additions of com¬ 
panies such as the Arab Center for 
Exchange and the Saleh Exchange Co., 
help to bring accessibility to the local 
population, most agree that further loca¬ 
tions are needed. With the possible addi¬ 
tions of supermarkets such as Safeway, 
and other hotels, ABI hopes to provide 
truly convenient 24 hour service. ■ 
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Quality is the hallmark 
of ARAMEX services 


ARAMEX WAS established 
in 1982 with a single whole¬ 
sale counter route between 
Amman and New York. 
Today, more than 900 people 
work in 59 ARAMEX offices 
in 26 countries around the 
world. 

In addition. ARAMEX has 
a presence in every country 
around the world through Its 
global alliance, the Overseas 
Express Carriers (OEC). The 
OEC is linked through an on¬ 
line electronic network which 
enables each member to track 

shipments _ 

around the 

globe, as well JH J 

as communicate J 

via electronic 

mail. “We can 

track and trace j-,. 

shipments 24 Iti. 

hours a day.” 

explains Osama - 

Fattaleh Jordan 
Country Manager, adding 
“our ability to give customers 
accurate shipment information 
on-demand, is a powerful 
competitive advantage” 
ARAMEX has also developed 
an alliance with SITA, the 
international telecommunica¬ 
tions company to link its inter¬ 
national tracking and tracing 
system. 

ARAMEX offers a variety 
of distribution and information 
services, including express, 
cargo and logistics services for 
wholesale and retail clients. 
ARAMEX’s Express Division 
offers rapid document and par¬ 
cel delivery to any destination 


in the world. The ARAMEX 
Cargo System provides door- 
to-door or airport- to-door 
freight delivery, including 
packing, crating and customs 
clearance. 

The ARAMEX Special Ser¬ 
vice Division is a particularly 
strong example, what began as 
a special favor for a client has 
turned into a growing venture. 
Because of their existing distri¬ 
bution and information net¬ 
work. ARAMEX stations can 
purchase and deliver reams 
such as spare parts or medica¬ 


ARAMEX 

It's A Small World. 


tions or computers, from any 
marketplace, in the world, and 
deliver them to its clients in the 
Middle East. The Special Ser¬ 
vices division offers personal¬ 
ized service, such as visa and 
documents legalization or even 
flower delivery. 

ARAMEX bas also moved 
into one of the region’s fastest 
growing markets, catalogue 
shopping. Special showrooms 
in Amman, Beirut, Kuwait. 
Cairo, Damascus and Dubai 
feature the finest American and 
European catalogues, including 
Hammacher Schlemmer and JC 
Penney, with ARAMEX pro¬ 
viding catalouger-to-customer 


delivery. 

ARAMEX now has a site of 
its own on the Internet for the 
world to access. “We are 
excited to offer our customers 
the best in service and the latest 
in technology." says President 
and CEO Fadi Ghandour. add¬ 
ing that “.... the creation of the 
ARAMEX Web site reflects 
our commitment to providing 
the corporate market with a 
complete solution, satisfying 
customer needs....” In the fast- 
moving global, competitive 
business environment of today, 

_ it is crucial that current 

information is availa- 
W ble to the customer 

l who requires it- 

^ With the Internet 

expanding. ARAMEX 
is utilizing it for its real 
purpose, to facilitate 
and ease the delivery 
—1 of information and in 
this case, it is to our 
valued customers. 

The ARAMEX Web site 
address is http:/ 

www.aramex.com 
ARAMEX is ready to help 
you stay ahead and meet the 
challenges of our ever- 
changing globe by offering you 
their international transporta¬ 
tion expertise, tracking your 
shipments with state of the art 
technology, and finding cost- 
effective shipping solutions. 

This is bow we measure the 
quality of our service. And 
quality - in our people, our 
products and our technology - 
is the hallmark of ARAMEX 
services. ■ 


Shipping industry doubtful about 
return to pre-Gulf War prosperity 


By Mohammad Adawiya 

Special to The Star 

JUST OVER five years after 
the end of the Gulf War, the 
shipping industry is still feel¬ 
ing its effects. International 
sanctions against Iraq, a chief 
market for Jordanian goods 
and a principal source of 
shipping business, have jeop¬ 
ardized the continued prosper¬ 
ity of the once thriving Port of 
Aqaba. With the possible lim¬ 
ited lifting of the embargo on 
the horizon, however. Jordan’s 
shipping industry is doubtful 
that it will be business as usual 
any time soon. 

Jordan's strategic geographi¬ 
cal location, serving as a cross¬ 
roads between the Middle 
East, Africa, the Mediterra¬ 
nean Sea and the European 
continent has served the Port 
of Aqaba well, over its 57 year 
history. Experiencing a sharp 
increases in activity over the 
past 15 years, the port's activ¬ 
ity peaked in 1988 serving 
over 2.500 ships and handling 
some 20 million tons of cargo. 
The eruption of the Gulf crisis 
in 1990. however, and the sub¬ 
sequent sanctions placed on 
Iraq, as well as the blockade of 
the Port of Aqaba has signifi¬ 
cantly affected this activity. 

“Aqaba was more of an 
Iraqi port.” stales Mr Tawfiq 
Kawar. chairman of Amin 
Kawar & Sons fAKS) a trans¬ 
port and shipping company 
founded in Jordan in 1955. 


Port activity, as Mr Kawar 
points out is, ”101% linked to 
Iraq.” In 1989. for example, a 
full year prior to the Gulf cri¬ 
sis. the port handled approxi¬ 
mately 10 million tons of 
exports: of that amount. Mr 
Kawar explains that 71% were 
goods for Iraq. Comparing 
before and after activity how¬ 
ever. he believes a significant 
cransformation has taken place. 
“Since the embargo...Iraqi 
cargo doesn’t exceed 20 per¬ 
cent of the 1989 figures,” 
Kawar notes; the majority of 
which, he adds, consists of 
foodstuff. 

Unfortunately, the industry’s 
future is also "not very encour¬ 
aging" as the chairman of AKS 
points out. He cites increased 
competition from other neigh¬ 
boring ports as one reason for 
the gloomy outlook. Israeli 
ports including Haifa, as well 
as ports such as Beirut and 
Latakia in Syria promise to 
divert future traffic away from 
Aqaba. In addition, the 
shipping company executive 
cites the limited nature of the 
possible oil-for-food plan cur¬ 
rently being negotiated 
between Iraq and the United 
Nations os another reason for 
concern. Explaining that under 
the plan, Iraqi port activity is 
only expected to account for 
approximately $2 billion worth 
of mainly foodstuff every six 
months—from a once $10 bil¬ 
lion annually—Mr Kawar 
expressed doubt about the 
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return to any /■". 

resemblance ^ 

of past port , ■ 

activity any m 

time in the - ■ 

near future. . A 

The picture ■ V 
is not entirely 
gloomy how- 
ever. As Mr . 

Kawar is 
quick to point 
out, there are 
a few points 
still in 

Aqaba’s 

favor. Kawar ’ i 

points to the ' 

fact that canal 3n } 

dues and gen- 

erally higher ipgnjgfe^ jB-jy 
port charges 
elsewhere, 
makes Aqaba 

an attractive port. Another rea¬ 
son for Mr Kawar's cautious 
optimism is the possible influx 
of cruise ships into the port in 
light of the revitalized tourism 
industry. With annual ferry 
passenger activity in 1989 at 
approximately 700,000, climb¬ 
ing to about 1.3 million in 
1994 and projected to reach 
roughly J.5 million before the 
year 2000, cruise ships are 
quickly being seen as a possi¬ 
ble way of dealing with the 
void Iraq left behind. A tangi¬ 
ble result of this, he points out, 
is Monday's arrival in Aqaba 
of the new Oriania, the most 
modem cruise ship floating 
today. 

Also working in Aqaba's 
favor, is the contin- 
ued support of Jor- 
E—gxjfjB dan's major indus- 

tries as a significant 
wfiaK source of activity 

.. for the ports. Phos- 

“V* - phate. poiash and 

jjjf'j - fertilizers. for 

P*, ‘ example, account 

for about 80% of 
total export com- 
HJt modifies at the port 

Mr Kawar does 
however warn of 
possible hitches. 
UlJWl. He cites Ministry of 

Tourism regulations 
rfflP" permitting only 800 

BF of the Oriania’s 

r ' 2,000 passengers to 

' visit Petra as possi- 

t J hly eventually hurt- 
ing this newly 
/ found port business. 

/ This, along with the 

j, high land transport 


* -P 



costs associated with visiting 
Israel from Jordan, may make 
Aqaba, at best, a limited mar¬ 
ket for cruise liners. 

With the Gulf War a distant 
memory for most of the world, 
Jordan, realizing that its 
shipping and trading activities 
are inescapably linked to Iraq, 
continues to be harmed by its 
outcome. The dramatic rise in 
port activity prior to the Gulf 
crisis and the subsequent fall 


in its aftermath points to this 
unavoidable conclusion. Jor¬ 
dan's lifeline to the sea. the 
Port of Aqab3 has been feeling 
the iU effects of the war ever 
since its conclusion. With no 
meaningful end in sight lo UN 
sanctions against Iraq, some 
are doubtful whether the these 
effects will ever subside. ■ 


Islamic insurance drives 
a wedge in market 

YET ANOTHER insurance company was set up- How¬ 
ever. this is different from the Insurance companies that 
exist in Josflfito Because It operates on Islamic basis. The 
new’ Mami e Insurance Co. bas a paid-up capital - of two 
million dinars. 

Hie head^of the founding committee of the company, Mr 
Musa ShiuMfl said the setting up of such a firm based On 
Islamic principles has been long over due. Bathe added 
the aroend^lnsurance Jaw of. _1?95 made the company 
possible. . J . 

He continued that the company will deal with every type 
of insurance and win apply the cooperative principle so 
that the person who is ensured will get the maximum 
benefit 

' Jorda ' Jsfamfc Bank is'a m^jor shareholder in the .Insu¬ 
rance company. Mr Sb’bhadi believes that many people 
shy away from, traditional insurance and what this com¬ 
pany does Is provide something new'in line with Islamic 
rulet . :: .. ' ‘ t • 

He said that tire fslamk Bankrstarted to provide insu¬ 
rance services since 1994. However:Jt was on small scale 
and only for its dents. 

What is Interesting about this company is that it accepts 
ubn-Musllm sharehold fcrs. Besides the Islamic Bank, other 
Companies constitute the majority of its shareholders. 
These include: Amin Investment Co* the Islamic-Arab 
Insurance Co^.andthe Real Estate In vestment Co. ■ 
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Royal Jordanian Sales Offices in Jordan,West Bank and GazaStrip 


Housing Bank Building 

Abdaliy 

Wadi Elsir 

Salt Street 

Jabal Amman 

Jordan University 

Zarqa 

Irbia 

University of Science & Technology 

Muta University 

Aqaba 

Reservations 

Airport / Information 

Cargo / Airport 

Cargo Sales / 2nd Circle 

G.S.A. / Nablus 

G.S.A. / Gaza 

G.S.A. / Jerusalem 


678168 
663525 
822601 -822615 
639351 -639355 
644266 - 647517 
843555 - 846868 
09 / 9S3672 
02 / 243201 / 2 
02/295111 Ext 3114 
617860 Ext 4590 
03/314477 03/313403 
678321 
08/53200 
08/53140 
641804 
381410 
860616 
282365 
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Your Window on the world. 



^go you might be sending 

No matter ^.'“"Veit’the ARAMEX way: together in a sophisticated 

sure that we H handle . partners ar anywhere in the world 

and alliances of i “ te i3work that *■“ alowfour quick customs clearance 

i .l«i information netwo „t~cp rnntroli Let sit® . _ . ,«t?v hovp the size to 


SETS?* world, indeed, it’s a small worU^ 

'^^To^oes everywhere. - 

■< 

Bahrain Manama (973) 111 270 Bangladesh Dhaka (880) 2 414 869 Bulgaria Sofia (359) 2 980 0815 .• -J-3 

Canada Montreal (514) 939 0469 Cyprus Nicosia (357) 2 461 621 Egypt Cairo (20) 2 349 71 19 France ' 
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Tehran (9821) 640 3940 Jordan Amman (962) 6 664 590 Kuwait Kuwait (965 1 2446 4002 Lebanon Sin 
El Fil (961) I 495 404 Oman Muscat (968) 708 159 Pakistan Karachi (92) 2154 2911 Qatar Doha (974) A 
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Arab-German 
ensure cooperation 


INSURANCE COMPANIES 
are prospering. While the 
number of companies for the 
past 11 years has been constant 
at 17, now. the latest is the 
Arab-Germ an Insurance Co. In 
addition to two other compa¬ 
nies which have been set up 
recently, the Jordan Interna¬ 
tional Co., at JD 4 million and 
the Amman Insurance Co., at a 
JD 2 million. These three have 
a total capital of JD 11 million. 

The Arab-German Insurance 
Co. is the first to have foreign 


shareholding. With Swedish, 
German and Cypriot investors, 
it has shareholders from Leba¬ 
non. Saudi Arabia, Iraq. 

The head of the company is 
Mr Issa A1 Rimoni. a business¬ 
man and a former deputy. He 
says that the new company is a 
compilation of investors that 
intends to create a new regional 
insurance market based in 
Jordan. 

Mr Rimoni stressed that the 
company will not seek to com¬ 
pete with the other insurance 


companies, however it will 
seek to provide a different ser¬ 
vice. He didn’t elaborate on but 
slated that it will benefit the 
national economy. 

Despite the increasing num¬ 
ber of insurance companies in 
Jordan. Mr Rimoni feels that 
the peace process has created 
lots of opportunities Tor a 
regional insurance market, 
something which Arab- 
German insurance intends to 
fulfill. ■ 
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Selected recommendations 
for loss prevention 


By Ziad Abujaber, 

United Insurance Co. LTD 

MOST BASIC rules for lass 
prevention are equally applica¬ 
ble to almost ail machines and 
technical equipment There¬ 
fore generally valid points of 
view and possibilities for loss 
prevention are summarized. 

the influence of the user 

Loss prevention of course 
starts in the manufacturers 
works. This includes loss pre¬ 
vention during planning and 
construction. Loss prevention 
is important for the materials 
selection, the planning for 
maintenance and servicing as 
well as for transportation, stor¬ 
age, assembly, commissioning 
and test runs. It has to include 
the actual transportation and 
erection and assembly at site as 
well as final test operation. 
Loss prevention at the site of 
erection or assembly has to 
include the safeguarding 
against theft and safety meas¬ 
ures against fire. 

The client for insurance of 
construction machinery and 
equipment is in most cases the 
user of this machinery and 
equipment. The user has 
nearly almost no influence on 
the manufacturers loss preven¬ 
tion measures. 

Also for an 
insurer it is 
more difficult 
to discuss loss 
prevention 
measures with 
a third party 
which is not 
his client, 
unless he is 
highly reputed 
and well 
known as an 
authority in 
this field. 

Therefore wc 


always should be weighed 
against it's effectiveness, and 
an optimum value should be 
established. 

The first duties of the user in 
connection with loss prevention 
arise before acceptance of the 
installation or machine and 
involve insuring all necessary 
conditions for operation of the 
plant are satisfied, such as 
available space, energy supply, 
illumination, ventilation and 
noise suppression. 

Maintenance and inspection 
schemes should always form 
pan of the delivery specifica¬ 
tions. The question of spare 
parts must also be clarified at 
an early stage, and orders for 
spare parts must be placed. 
There must be always a com¬ 
plete list of spare parts 
available. 

Loss prevention measures 
should be applied in relation to 
operation, supervision, mainte¬ 
nance and repair and of course 
the installation. If machines 
are out of operation for long 
periods, special inhibiting 
measures must be taken. 

The personnel responsible 
for operating machines should 
be regularly informed and 
advised of the content and 
application of operating 
instructions. Their attention 
should be drawn to the signifi- 



Abujaber 

operational records are value¬ 
less unless they are evaluated 
constantly by adequately 
trained personnel who are in a 
position to initiate suitable 
counter measures immediately. 

AH supervisory equipment 
must be checked on a rotational 
basis for proper functioning 
and adjustment. Measuring 
instrument or protective 
devices which have been found 
on several occasion to be 
responsible for incorrect read¬ 
ings. false alarms or faulty trip- 
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An obligatory maintenance schedule 
and trained personnel must be 
available for all maintenance works. 
The time intervals have to be fixed by 
recommendations of the 
manufacturer and on the basis of 
experience of the user 
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should leave 
this subject 

now and come to the more 
practicable port for most of us. 

■ Loss prevention by the 
user 

Often a component or a 
machine is subjected to addi¬ 
tional stresses (overloads, cor¬ 
rosion, erosion, etc.) which 
have not been taken into 
account during planning, calcu¬ 
lation and design. The result 
is that the anticipated lifetime 
can be greatly reduced. Numer¬ 
ous preventive measures make 
it possible for the user to pro¬ 
tect the installation from such 
additional stresses to maintain 
operating efficiency during it’s 
useful life. This includes rec¬ 
ognizing and replacing parts 
liable to damage in good time. 
Expenditure for loss prevention 


cancc and effects of mishan¬ 
dling or faulty operation. The 
demonstration of actual cases, 
are of great value in such train¬ 
ing sessions. 

The supervision of the opera¬ 
tion of machines forms a sub¬ 
stantial part of loss prevention. 
Supervision can be effected by 
personnel and/or by automatic 
measuring and control devices. 
When supervision is carried out 
by personnel only, gradual 
change in technical operational 
parameters are particularly dan¬ 
gerous because, as distinct 
from sudden changes, they 
often remain unrecognized. 
This problem can be overcome 
by applying markings to meas¬ 
uring instruments, making lists 
of limiting values, and by vis¬ 
ual or audible warnings. AH 


ping are regarded by personnel 
as being unreliable, they may 
well be ignored when they 
operate correctly in the event of 
a real emergency . Such unreli¬ 
able devices must be replaced 
immediately or properly 
adjusted. 

Even the best machine under 
maximum operating conditions 
needs regular maintenance , 
inspections, overhauls and 
repairs. The object of mainre-. 
nance is to keep equipment in 
good order and provide it with 
auxiliary materials. An obliga¬ 
tory maintenance schedule and 
trained personnel must be avail¬ 
able for all maintenance works. 
The time intervals have to be 
fixed by recommendations of 
the manufacturer and on the 
basis of experience of the user, 
it is highly recommendable to 


record all mainte¬ 
nance work in 
machine cards or 
log-books. 

The purpose of 
inspection is to" 
check parts of a 
machine without 
major disman¬ 
tling. As a rule, 
inspection is 
effected by visual 
observations with 
or without techni¬ 
cal aids. The use 
of specialized test 
and measuring 
equipment has 
made it possible 
in recent years to 
widen substan¬ 
tially the scope 
and mea/ungfuf- 
ness of inspections. 
Careful inspection before 
scheduled overhauls makes it 
possible to spot defects and 
hence to order important 
replacement parts in good 
time. In this way, any exten¬ 
sion of the time for overhaul, 
resulting from delayed deliv¬ 
ery of replacement parts, can 
be avoided. 

The scheduled overhaul of a 
machine in a disassembled 
condition, apart from routine 
maintenance work, constitutes 
the oldest and best known 
method of loss prevention. 
The overhaul of a machine or 
plant entails a scheduled shut¬ 
down at a time when the 
effects of non-operation are as 
small as possible; it should 
prevent unforeseen outages at 
an unfavorable time with great 
losses in production. 

The success of an overhaul 
depends to a large extent on 
whether all faulty components 
that can lead to damage are 
recognized and eliminated. For 
this purpose, it is necessary to 
know the possible weak points 
of the machine. It is therefore 
always recommended that con¬ 
sultations should be made with 
the manufacturer and the tech¬ 
nical insurer , whose special 
task is to find weak points , 
damages and causes. 

Every case of damage that 
has occurred indicates an exist¬ 
ing weakness in the installation 
of the constructional compo¬ 
nent affected. When carrying 
out repairs, every effort must 
therefore be directed towards ' 
eliminating weak points so, as. 
to avoid the repetition of the" 
damage. In this regard, the 
most important prerequisite is 
an exact knowledge of the 
cause of damage, making it 
necessary to analyze carefully 
the phases of damage and thei r 
effects ; only on the basis of 
the results of this analysis, will 
it be possible to decide, from a 
technical aspect, in which way 


repairs must be effected, i.e.:- 

■ By replacing the damaged 
part of the structure or plant by 
a similar part or 

__ fl By mending the damaged 
component and. in certain cir¬ 
cumstances. introducing 
improvements at the same 
time. 

The use of spare parts is 
always to be preferred in cases 
where recourse can be made to 
a suitable spare-parts store-be 
it at the user's or manufac¬ 
turer's premises—and where 
economical advantage can be 
gained by savings in cost and 
time. At the same time, it is 
absolutely essential to ensure 
that the cause of damage— 
with the exception of acciden¬ 
tal faults in the materials - does 
not lie in the very component 
to be replaced ( faults in design 
and calculation. incorrect 
material. etc.). When repairing 
and installing the relevant pro¬ 
tective devices, the interlock¬ 
ing circuits must be checked 
and. if the need arises, changed 
or complemented. By using 
more suitable auxiliary materi¬ 
als i lubricants, coolants, etc.) 
a repetition of the damage may 
also be prevented. 

Jf the cause of damage is a 
fault on the part of the opera- ' 
tor. better training of personnel j 
is often not enough; operating 
and maintenance instructions 
should be examined to see 
whether they can be made 
clearer and more to the point. 

Preference should be given 
to the repair of a damaged 
component in cases. 

■ Where the requisition of a 
replacement port entails a sub¬ 
stantially larger expenditure in 
time and/or money as required 
for the repair. 

■ Where improvements in 
design and materials con be 
made in case of repair—a 
possibility which would not 
exist when fining spare pans . 

Before each repair, the area 
adjacent to the location of 
damage must first be examined 
for cracks . material faults or 
detrimental structural changes. 

If nothing objectionable is 
found , the stresses in the com¬ 
ponent . which, after all. have 
led to failure, must be investi¬ 
gated with regard to their mag- ■ 
nitude and type. 

From- these guidelines for-' 
loss prevention, it is evidently 
clear that the one with more to" "• 
lose is the client and not the 1 
insurance company. 

The down-time and head¬ 
aches, needless to say financial 
losses are more of a burden 
than the loss prevention and in 
no way will the insurance com¬ 
pany alleviate this burden of 
the clients' shoulders... so start 
loss preventing now.■ 


Do what most people do. Send your cargo First Class. 



No wonder more freight 
forwarders and agents send cargo 
to Saudi Arabia with us than any 
other airline. 

For example, our record for 
Flown As Booked isn't only excellent. 
It’s quite exceptional. 

The high frequency of our cargo 
flights gives an outstanding choice of 
departures to Riyadh, Jeddah and 
Dhahran. And for onward shipment 
throughout the Kingdom, you’ll 
find it highly convenient to link up 
with our network of flights to 25 cities 
within Saudi Arabia. 

Whatever your cargo, we'll 
handle it with real care. Exactly as 
we've been doing for over 50 years. 

So why not call Saudia today? 
You'll be far more relaxed when your 
cargo enjoys First Class service. 

snudin it 

SAUDI ARABIAN AIRLINES 

Proud to serve You 

Amman Sales 619500 AirponU85M64 
Cargo GSA/EASTERN 621775 Airport 0815560 


• IN 1995 ene .iir three- 
Ions of ,airfreight moved ^ 
through an airport fian- 1 ' 
dliogmore than 
Urns a year—-witba gtiod 
cbance it was a United 
States airport • 6 ' 5 - * 

This . snapshot- ', of air- - 
cargo activity in 1995 . 
shows a continuation-.of 
healthy, steady ;' global 
growth, according to air- 
port industry body Air¬ 
ports Council Internation¬ 
al (A Cl). 

Some 45 million tons of 
cargo moved through 441. 
airports in A Cl’s six glo¬ 
bal regions in 1995, up 6.1 
percent on 1994s total, 
capping a steady four- 
year growth spurt, reveals 
Paul Behnke, A Cl Direc¬ 
tor of Economics. 

However, growth in the 
passenger business Is a 
trend (hat could have seri¬ 
ous implications - for the 
basic provision of air car¬ 
go facilities throughout 
die next decade. 

A key to air cargo’s air¬ 
port’s future lies with the 
passenger side of the air 
equation. Its predicted 
growth—providing as it 
does the bulk of air cargo 
in tiie belly hold of passen¬ 
ger aircraft—does have 
implications on the future 
of airfreight provision. 

“This is the fourth year 
in a row of strong all¬ 
round growth.’’ Behnke 
says.. 

“ If growth continues at 
this rate, passenger traffic 
will double in 12 years! 

This means that by 
2007, airports will have to 
handle more than four bil¬ 
lion passengers.” 

This has dear implica¬ 
tions of airport congestion 
and reduced effidency. 

“Preparing for this in¬ 
crease is a tremendous un¬ 
dertaking and to meet the 
challenges airports will 
need to build new infra¬ 
structure and maximize 
the use of existing facili¬ 
ties by the use of new tech¬ 
nology. ■ 

Air Cargo News 
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Trade fairs organised 
by JEDCO 


No 

Fair Name 

Place 

Date 


International Fairs (Display) 



I 

Damascus International Fair 

Damascus 

28/8-10/9/1996 

2 

Tahran International Fair 

Tahran 

2-12/10/1996 

3 

The Islamic Trade Fair 

Jakarta 

27/10/1996 

4 

Baghdad International Fair 

Baghdad 

1-15/11/1996 

5 

International Fair 

Ukraine 

10-16/6/1996 


Direct Sale Fairs 



1 

Jordanian Industries Fair 

Beirut 

Oct/1996 

2 

Jordanian Industries Fair 

Palestinian 

- 



Self rule Area 

- 


JEDCO Specialized Exhibitions 



1 

l.st Jordanian Industries Fair 

London 

June 11996 

2 

l.st Jordanian Industries Fair 

Tashkend 

— 

3 

l^t Jordanian Industries Fair 

New York 


I For further details, please contact The Trade 1 

Fairs Division at JEDCO 

, or send E-Mail to 


JEDCO or JEDCO LINK 

• 
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Insurance industry tries to find 


niche in Jordanian economy 


By Mohammad Adawiya 
Special to The Star 


THE PAST two decades has 
seen significant developments 
in the Jordanian insurance 
industry. Wilh Ihc addition of 
new laws and amendments to 
existing ones, as well as the 
formation of regulatory bodies, 
the industry is attempting to 
position itself to play an 
important role in the Jordanian 
economy. 

Although the insurance 
industry dates back to the early 
sixties in Jordan, it did not 
become an organized sector, 
with proper rules and regula¬ 
tion. until several years later. 
Civil Law number 43 for 1976 
set the basic framework for 
what has become the Jordanian 


Subsequent laws have 


to operation. These rules 
touch upon such matters as 
reserve ratios, required bank 
balances, and minimum capi¬ 
tal. which was set at JD 
600.000. in 1995. the mini¬ 
mum capital was again 
updated to two and four mil¬ 
lion dinars for Jordanian and 
foreign _ companies 

respectively. 

Although insurance compa¬ 
nies decreased from 34 to IS 
as a result of the minimum 
capital requirements. Mr Riad 
Batchon of the Jordan French 
Insurance Co.. (JFICO) 
remains optimistic about the 
industry. “There is no need to 
be pessimistic." the deputy 
vice president notes. "A lot 
[of companies] arc applying." 
he explains. 

Overall. Mr Batchon 
appears very optimistic about 
the industry. He cites laws 
mandating the Jordanian Fed¬ 
eration of Insurance Compa¬ 
nies fJFIC). established in 
1989 as an insurance regula¬ 
tory agency, ami the Insurance 


Control Deportment (ICD), a 
facilitator in the development 
of the industry, as reasons for 
his optimism. 

The JFIC, which replaced 
the Society of Insurance Com¬ 
panies. takes on broader and 
wider power than its predeces¬ 
sor. While Mr Batchon is 
quick to point out that it is not 
a governmental organization, 
he does note that it has the 
authority to close a company 
acting outside the established 
governing rules of the insu¬ 
rance sector. 

in addition (o such extreme 
power, JFIC is also involved in 
more passive activities such as 
organizing training courses, 
standardizing insurance poli¬ 
cies and studying the insurance 
market in Jordan. While 
appearing to somewhat over¬ 
lap, the ICD focuses more on 
the development and organiza¬ 
tion of the insurance sector. 
Towards that end. the ICD is 
responsible for such activities 
as granting permits, drafting 
proposed legislation, and 


consumer 


investigating 
complaints. 

A major obstacle facing the 
insurance industry, however, is 
the need to attract more for¬ 
eign companies, as well as for¬ 
eign investors, into the coun¬ 
try. Of the 18 insurance 
companies currently doing 
business in Jordan, 17 are 
local. Furthermore, over 95% 
of the combined capital of 
insurance companies is owned 
by Jordanians or other Arabs. 

While attracting foreign 
companies into the industry is 
a priority, the insurance indus¬ 
try is also faced with the dire 
task of introducing the various 
insurance options to the local 
population. Mr Batchon docs 
cite a rise in total premium 
however, which represents a 
rise in customer demand. 
Standing at JD40.S5 million in 
1990, total gross premiums 
rose to just under JD71 million 
in 1994. representing a 74% 
increase. People, he explains, 
“knows there is insurance." 

Unfortunately for the insu¬ 


rance sector, however, this 
increase in demand is not 
being spread out evenly. Due 
to its compulsory nature, 
motor insurance has the largest 
share of gross insurance pre¬ 
miums. Introduced by the 
Third Party Motor Insurance 
Regulations of 19S5, which 
does not allow for the registra¬ 
tion of a vehicle without proof 
of having it. motor insurance 
represents about half, or 45% 
of insurance premiums. Also 
due to its compulsory nature, 
marine insurance, required for 
shipping activity, accounted 
for about 16% of premium 
revenues. 

Although the insurance 
industry is gradually develop¬ 
ing. employing nearly a thou¬ 
sand persons and representing 
roughly 1.6% of gross domes¬ 
tic product, the lock of foreign 
presence, poor customer 
knowledge, and the prevailing 
culture may keep this sector 
from finding its niche in the 
Jordanian economy. M 


RJ moves ahead with air cargo 


AMMAN iStart—Air cargo is becoming increas¬ 
ingly intense among airline companies. Competi¬ 
tion is developming as more and more airlines 
come on the scene. Royal Jordan proved that it is 
up to the competition. Jn J995 it transported 
62.000 tons of freight. 

The volume of exports which RJ facilitated in 
transporting to its destinations was 9.000 tons in 
1995. Vegetables and fruits formed about 70 per¬ 
cent of these exports. The rest include clothes. 


salts 



medicine, books and natural 
packaged fron the Dead Sea. 

RJ also transported 9,700 tons of 
different Jordanian imports. These 
included sparepans. primary materi¬ 
als like clothes, house furniture, 
watches and others. 

It also imported to Jordan about 
7000 tons of fresh meat. 

These activities were able to be 
carried out because FJ has 
a vast network of destina¬ 
tions. It goes to 45 centers 
in America. Canada. 
Europe and North African 
the Arab Gulf. India and 
the Far East. 

Air Cargo is carried out 
by a well equiped fleet of 
planes thai includes the 
Tri-star, Air-bus, Boeing 
727. There are a special 



fleet that is 
solely concerned with air cargo. These 
arc three Boeing 707; two of these have 
been modernized in the last quarter of 
1995. 

These services have contributed to 
the revenues of Royal 1 Jordanian, by 
about 20 percent. a 

RJ is seeking to increase this further 


by 17 percent over the previous years. RJ officials 
arc optimistic that they can do this because of the 
new era of peace and stability. New markets such 
as Israel is also openning up for RJ. This will add 
new flights. Extra routes to the Far East are also 
being set up. 

The air cargo service in RJ is being constantly 
modernized to keep up with the fast changing 
world. ■ 


Jordan Express handles all your needs 


AMMAN fStar)—The Jordan 
Express Co., fully under¬ 
stands the customers con¬ 
cerns anxiety over the effi¬ 
cient handling of their 
transactions. 

The company was estab¬ 
lished in 1962. It is involved 
in cargo, shipment and clear¬ 
ance. It general manager is 
Mr Samir Elias Majaj. 

The Jordan Express Co., 
specialize 1 in the 
handling of personal 
effects. When lime comes io 
relocate, the coinranx takes 
special care to minimize and 
exen eliminate an. damage nr 
breakage. When it prepares 
consignments lor export, ail 
alnblex and btcakables are 
.irefully wrapped and pad¬ 
ded before being packed into 
sturdy cardboard boxes, 
which in turn arc handed and 
crated to further present any 
damage that may occur dur¬ 
ing handling en route. The 
same consideration is given 
to each customer, whatever 
the co it. -htv. from bulky 
office furniture and/or office 
equipment, paintings and 
crystal, to catering supplies; 
and regardless of the cus¬ 
tomer’s preferred mode of 
transportation- Atr. Sea. 


Land. 

In the arc of general Cargo. 
Jordan Express have its own 
offices and own stuff at ail 
customs points in Jordan han¬ 
dling {v>fh inbound and out¬ 
bound shipments. Further¬ 
more. the company have a 
secure storage area on its 


premises that is located 
among the directorates of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces and 
Public Security, it is fully 
equipped. Our 30 years of 
experience haw earned Jor¬ 
dan Express worldwide repu¬ 
tation for its quality service 
and it shows through the num¬ 


ber of important accounts that 
we arc currently handling 
starting from UN. ESCWA. 
UNRWA. UNICEF and the 
American Embassy in Jordan 
. plus many more as 
mentioned. 

The companies travel 
department is also located on 


the same premises as above 
with its own designated 
employees and accounting 
system. The travel services 
arc only offered its clients 
exclusively to insure the effi¬ 
cient and courteous handling 
of the travel arrangements and 
meet the client’s satisfaction 
and expectations. ■ 


Arab Insurance Co. 

Development through method 


THE INSURANCE market in 1995 
witnessed a boom araidesl a sluggish 
economy. The Arab Insurance Co., 
(AIC) will be giving 16 per- cent of 
its profits to its shareholders. This is 
the fourth successive year that the 
company makes a profit. Last year it 
made JD 806,000 in profit and ft dis¬ 
tributed 129 percent from its total 
capital which is JD 2 million. 

Also its shareholders* rights 
increased by 50 percent increasing 
to JD 3 million. Its technical 
reserves for 1995 increased by JD 
4.6 million, realizing a 12 percent 
increase. The investments of the 
company also increased by 6.6 per¬ 
cent despite (he recession that hit the 
Amman Financial Market 


Arab Insurance realized premi¬ 
ums for 1995 amounting to JD 
8,863,000 compared to JD 6.963,000 
for 1994. This is an 18 percent 
increase. 

Life insurance increased the most 
at 42 per- cent. This was followed by 
caf insurance. nine percent, 
shipping, three percent, fire, nine 
percent. 

The investment portfolio of the 
Arab Insurance Co., increased by 
JD 150.000 in the Amman Financial 
Market. The director of ATC, Mr 
All A1 Kurd said that the reason for 
the success or (he company lost year 
lies in careful planning. This year 
great opportunities await the ATC. 


This is because of new political 
developments. The company has 
already opened up branches includ¬ 
ing the West Bank city of Ramallah. 

The company is inlrododfl'g a 
cooperative insurance fund author¬ 
ity, one that will promote Islamic 
insurance. This is different from' 
Islamic insurance that Is practiced 
in Saudi Arabia and other Muslim 
countries. 

The ATC is increasing. its debt 
insurance schemes. This is based on 
on-going premiums based ou mutual 
•agreement This is a new concept in 
Jordan and the AIC hag made a 
great effort to explain debt insu- 
ranceJI 



_ w :r.:rk 

rn~ 


yt* ir H*- V:.. 


; : t,d . .-".--in; i 


TV 


sidt vfi 


preamp*?" 


* .... P.'-'S 


-f.u- " n 

*V' "i;:. V.. 


*;.x- l. 


1 - 

.'-•if- " 

'• "< 1 ' 

-J-l .'-.J'-- 1 '* 


foamiial pi’zriir.cii 


I"* 


"iMCJ: : 

,S.'* " 

-•<*;, E.T-- ■. 

.AT. ' .i 
at 1 '*••• * 
r^vr- ,; *-v - " 

.-.fitf '-r m:' 
;jr»ar.c [_-■ 
* 4 . 'Ji; F'* 1 A 

j'.j: '• 


bm: Another leak 


Ijc&w-tL 

U‘ • ■ 

.ms: . - 

: 

■ T-l: •. • 

. ■ r. 

~ Jil -.I- 

• i'Tf.Tic:.: ■. —. 


■>' F"n.r H • 

-l. j_. r- 


■ r 


r , 

* ..t, 

4 br .. 


•'. 71.;. 
oiT, | ;i L; 
•■ ; A' .,< r 


N3 rid 


hr * 1 U>*Vin •- — 

. * L r:-’ 




Vs/ife ofrhe cat 

r> ihc v,,... . - 

n" n . , I* J . 1 - • V 

J »r.; • . 

' 3 "Jn.Jt'j., 

*!lWv •' n u :- r; : 






‘ P •) r, 

Hr' 'I 


’ : "r "• '' ' 


'T^en' ' r 

-T r.:- 


C 

u-j: 


-‘furs 

j-’ru. 




The United Insurance Co. Ltd. 


1 ., 

f'er.-s 

- r uci; J 


•Jnlc rr 

■Jj w lu Jnl -~i.v 

55 

•it. A ’ ' J ' r 

o, 

Cr«- 1 ,; 



" ,. ^ \i :: T. 

'1ou hj 

1 ■* acp 
- r. . 


•luucni. 


All Kind Of Insurance 



Tel: 625828 Fax: 629417 









■VTKIL 


4 APRIL 1996 



THE STAR 9 


£clor - ho*.., 

in denv ' er - s 

'read out 11 ^ 

COiT ipu]sii ri n - v b. 

; SUran ceh ast . * 

■S£3$ 

^ for S?-„ > 

■ vehicle 

Ss about half n ,UT ^- 

“ C - pren,i «m*t 

ls c °rnpui i0 il 

nsurance r -. liate 

■ M'iiv. T' 91 ' 

HI lfec- r ‘ , lf 

' P ir tm*. 

J = h 'he m 

‘•O' <•? jr,v, | ^ 

pwr a„, ■ 

* e ,T ,he ^ 

™ a > k «P in,, 
,d,n ="i.-.h, ,* 
n economi g k 



\e‘‘ 

■PJ 'V. 
F.. F.: 


l e! ;«ji l 
•'l!l-Ji 


teeds 


• r'Liv.-..-- -■ -h n,: 
; !•••." 00 *l3Jfl 

i* .i^O J, j'U#® 

Th-e ?' 

-:*J i- 

■ |\ .n.,T- L<ff^ 

. c i .■■•r.sr-i-renif 


hod 

»f ae« P 0 ^ 
. company 

branch^ 

: introduan* 
ce fund 

tbs-5 

reasing 
This is WJk 

a new * 

IC ^?jS» 

rviriin debt 


"Edited by IVLznt’a/r A/ A^mar 


ffiZo /or Knesset 

• The first Arab woman deputy could be in the Knesset 
sooner than most Israelis think. Nadia A1 Hilo has just be¬ 
come favorite in the first primary held by the Labor Party. 
She came 37 under a party list. AI Halo, who is 4-2 years old. 
is a Christian from Heifa. She said that the result of the pri¬ 
mary was a landmark. In addition to that, Al Hilo is one of 
three Arab candidates fighting for Labor in the 2S May elec¬ 
tions. 

Palestinian residence in Jerusalem: 
Sinister campaign 

• Israel has embarked on a sinister campaign to cancel the 
residence permits of Palestinians living in Jerusalem. Tel 
Aviv is planning to limit Palestinian residents in that city 
just before the final status negotiations on Jerusalem starts. 
Mr Ahmed AJ Ruwedi, a legal advisor to an Israeli human 
rights .organization says that they have received 30 com¬ 
plaints from Palestinians who said that the Israeli Ministry 
of Interior has confiscated their identity cards which proves 
that they reside Jerusalem. 

Mr Ruweidi said that other human rights organizations 
have received the same complaints. He added that “the issue 
is purely political." He continued that Israel is on the point 
of the final-status negotiations and it wants to limit the num¬ 
ber of Palestinians in the city. This was denied by Israel. A 
spokesman of the Interior Ministry said that according to (he 
law, anybody who stays more than seven years outside Jeru¬ 
salem will have his identity card withdrawn. 

The annual pilgrimage 

• About 7000 pilgrims from the areas controlled by the Pal¬ 
estine National Authority will perform the annual Hajj. In 
addition to that. 2670 from the 1948 territories will also go 
to the annual pilgrimage. These pilgrims will scan arriving 
in Jordan by 14 April. Most of their passports are now in 
the hands of the Jordanian authorities which will take them 
to the Saudi Embassy in Amman to be stamped. Saudi Ara¬ 
bia said it .will accept about 10,000 pilgrims from the West 
Bank and Gaza alone. These Palestinians will be travelling 
on passports issued by the Palestine National Authority. The 
last date for them to enter Saudi Arabia is 17 April. This is 
the first time that Saudi Arabia recognizes the passports is¬ 
sued by the PNA. The cost of the pilgrimage for each indi¬ 
vidual is estimated by the Jordanian Ministry of Awqaf as 
JD 623. 

Dimona: Another leak? 

• The Dimona nuclear re- - 

actor has been the subject of 

yet another controversy. Is- V-yMBfti 

raeli television suggested M }":' 

that nuclear waste was not Jp ” !jreEg 

being stored in proper con- K; 

tainers and subject to leak- —rvm 

age. This news sent the Is- - ■ j 

raeli government scurrying. . 

In a message to HRH .'J. ; ...\ -§ yjy ...■ 

. Crown Prince Hass an. the ‘ 'f-r 

1 Regent, the Israeli Environ- gy. . 

* raent Minister Mr Yossf 
Sarid said there was no truth f '% r - z ' 

in the television report. He j; 

added that there was no f* 

leakage whatsoever, and ~ '■ 

that his ministry monitors ■ - — 

the radiation levels regular- Sarid 
ly to make sure that no 
damage affects the environ¬ 
ment. 

However, Sand’s statement failed to appease regional jit¬ 
ters. Syria. Lebanon and Egypt consider the possible leak in 
Dimona as a dangerous threat to the area. 

A bigger slice of the cake 

•A report by the American Embassy in Tel Aviv suggests 
that political reconciliation between die Palestinians arid Is¬ 
rael has paved the way for expanded US business in the 
West Bank and Gaza. Although the report was made in July 
1995, it still holds good despite the worsening political situ¬ 
ation in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

The report says that the best manufacturing export oppor¬ 
tunities for US companies exist in the sale of power, tele¬ 
communications, construction, refurbished factory and ex¬ 
port equipment to support infrastructure and commercial 
development over the next five years. The report says that a 
. 12.4 billion has been pledged by the donor country over a 
five-year period between 1994-1999. The report says it is 
essential for US companies to get a bigger slice of the cake. 
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Egypt takes on a new image 

Islamic militancy appears to recede 
according to some western diplomats 


By John Lancaster 

LA Times-Washington Post News Sen-ice 

CAIRO—Islamic militancy appears to have 
receded as a threat to pro-Westem regimes in 
Egypt and several other Muslim countries, stir¬ 
ring debate among diplomats and analysts over 
whether the tide has crested. 

Explanations include successful efforts by 
government security forces to penetrate and 
crush militant groups: public revulsion over the 
violent methods of some Islamic extremists; 
growing disillusionment with the example set by 
struggling Islamic regimes in Iran and Sudan: 
and an improving atmosphere in Arab-lsraeli 
relations. 

Hie turnaround is especially striking in Egypt. 
President Hosnr Mubarak’s secular, military- 
backed government was rocked by Islamic mili¬ 
tant attacks on government officials and foreign¬ 
ers from 1992 through the middle of last year. 
But after a brutal security campaign including 
tens of thousands of arrests, calm has returned to 
the capital and tourists again are crowding the 
Giza pyramids and other ancient monuments. 

“The movement is contracting.” said Walid 
Kazziha, a professor of political science at the 
American University of Cairo. “It is besieged 
internationally and regionally. Most of the gov¬ 
ernments are standing against it.” 

Perhaps it is just a temporary lull. Palestinian 
suicide bombers continue to wreak havoc in 
Israel, and extremist violence recently made its 
debut in Saudi Arabia, long seen as an island of 
tranquillity in the turbulent Middle East. There is 
little doubt, moreover, that in Egypt as else¬ 
where in the Muslim worid. Isiam remains a 
powerful force affecting social and political 
change, from the content of television soap 
operas to styles of dress. 

But due to a confluence of factors—including 
the containment of violence in Egypt, the grad¬ 
ual return of political stability to Algeria and the 
integration of Islamic zealots into the political 
mainstream of Jordan and Lebanon, among 
other places—diplomats and analysts have 
begun to ask whether the tide of Islamic mili¬ 
tancy of the last 25 years has crested. 

That was also the question put to British dip¬ 
lomats last year in a cable from the Near East 
and North Africa division of the British Foreign 
Office. The overwhelming majority—including 
embassies in Egypt, Algeria and Syria— 


answered yes, according to dip¬ 
lomatic sources. 

The query was prompted by 
last November's Algerian elec¬ 
tions, in which the secular, mili¬ 
tary-backed regime of President 
Liamine Zeroual won an over¬ 
whelming victory, these sources 
said. The results have been 
widely interpreted as signaling 
public rejection of the civil war 
between government forces and 
Islamic militants that has 
claimed up to 50.000 lives. 

With a billion adherents 
worldwide. Islam is the second- 
largest religion and, since the 
collapse of communism, argua¬ 
bly “the most pervasive and 
powerful transnational force in 
the world." writes John Espo¬ 
sito, an (slam specialist at 
Georgetown University. Mus¬ 
lims constitute majorities in 
roughly 45 countries, from Asia 
to Africa to the Middle East. 

Islam emerged as a powerful 
political force in the 1970$ and 
1980s. Causes range from the 
failures of Arab nationalism— 
crystallized by Israel’s crushing 
victory over Arab countries in 
the 1967 Middle East War—to 
public anxiety over the erosion 
of traditional Islamic values by 
Western culture. The effects can 
be witnessed on the streets of 
any Arab capital. where 
mosques often overflow with 
crowds aL prayer time and many 
women have taken to wearing Memories of imprisonment of Islamic militants in Egypt 
the he jab, or Muslim head scarf. The movement is contracting say experts. 

At its most extreme, the 
Islamic fundamentalist revival 

has manifested itself in political upheaval, such They feared that friendly regimes in those coun- 
as the 1979 Iranian revolution, or the 1981 tries could topple like so many dominoes. Har- 
assassination of Egyptian President Anwar vaf d political theorist Samuel Huntington has 
Sadat and the 1993 bombing of New York warned of a coming “clash of civilizations” that 

City’s World Trade Center bv Egyptian would supplant the ideological rivalries of the 

militants. ' Cold.War. 

Haunted by memories of Iran, Western policy As the Arab world’s most populous country 
makers have watched with trepidation as mili- snd a key strategic ally of the United States, 

tant movements bloomed in Egypt and Algeria. Egypt has long been the focus of particular con¬ 



cern. But so far the country has defied predic¬ 
tions of imminent catastrophe. After the arrest of 
thousands of suspected militants, at least 12,000 
of whom remain in jail, militant violence largely 
has been confined to rural villages in the Nile 
Valley—or to occasional, high-profile attacks 
abroad, such as last June’s attempted assassina¬ 
tion of Mubarak in Ethiopia. 

Signs of government confidence abound. Cur¬ 
fews have been lifted in villages. And with the 
militant violence under control, the government 
has turned its attention to Egypt’s largest opposi¬ 
tion group, die outlawed Muslim Brotherhood, 
which is weighted heavily toward urban intellec¬ 
tuals and professionals and officially eschews 
violence. 

Fears of a new Islamic backlash, meanwhile, 
have failed so far to materialize. Instead of tak¬ 
ing to the streets, some Brotherhood members 
have moved in the opposite direction, trying in 
recent months to establish a legal, secular politi¬ 
cal party to include Christians. 

“We align with Christians, with Jews, with 
everyone," said Abu Ela Madi. a 3S-year-o!d 
engineer and Brotherhood activist who heads the 
breakaway group. “We find the distance 
between us is not great. We must be moderate. 
We accept pluralism." 

Cairo's victory is far from secure. Despite 
renewed promises of economic reform, the gov¬ 
ernment has not yet been able to ease the unem¬ 
ployment and grinding poverty that fuel Islamic 
militancy. Some warn that it is only a matter of 
time before the militants regroup. 

“The clanger that is coming is much worse 
than what is in the past," said Mukhiar Nouh. a 
prominent Brotherhood figure and criminal 
defense attorney who serves as treasurer of a 
professional union for Egyptian lawyers. "What 
the state has done is put terrorism in boxes and 
stored it for another time.” 

In the absence of militant violence. Islam 
remains a powerful and unifying ideology for 
much of the Muslim world. Many Egyptians 
abhor the militants’ methods but support their 
goal of Islamic rule. Similarly, in Turkey, the 
populist Islamic Welfare Party won a plurality in 
December’s parliamentary elections. 

"Right now in Egypt, die Islamic trend is less 
active now than a couple of years ago in many 
ways." said a Western diplomat. “But the sali¬ 
ence of Islam as a motivating source of ideology 
... is nor at all diminished." ■ 


By Thomas W. Lippman 

LA Times-Washing ton Post 
News Service 

WASHINGTON—The upbeaL 
solidarity that marked the 
March 13 ami terrorism summit 
conference in Egypt had given 
way to palpable edginess by 
the time delegates from 27 
countries convened at the State 
Department last Thursday night. 
to discuss implementation of 
the summit resolutions. 

Arab delegates, supported by 
some European participants, 
were complaining the agenda 
was one-sided, focused only on 
terrorism against Israelis by 
Palestinian extremists and 
ignoring what they saw as 
unfair and provocative Israeli 
retaliation that imposed collec¬ 
tive punishment on the 
Palestinians. 

Arab diplomats and visiting 
Arab officials said Israel’s clo¬ 
sure of its borders with the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip was 
contributing to extremism by 
depriving tens of thousands of 
Palestinians of their livelihood. 
They complained that Israel's 
practice of blowing up the 
homes of suspected terrorists' 
families fueled anti-Israeli sen¬ 
timent. They wanted the con¬ 
ference to address these issues, 
not just methods of combating 
suicide bombers from the mili¬ 
tant group Hamas. 

By the time the conference 
ended Friday afternoon, how- 


Attention to Palestinian problems 
turns Mideast meetings upbeat 


ever, jnuch of the .goodwill 
appeateS to have been restored. 
Prodded by Egypt, Trance >and 
other participants, the United 
States broadened the agenda to 
include the plight of the Pales¬ 
tinians and terrorism through¬ 
out the region, not just attacks 
on Israelis. Secretary 
of State Warren : I “ T_ 
Christopher also 
announced a new 
US-brokered plan to 
expand international 
economic assistance 
to the Palestinians. 

Arab participants 

declared themselves 

placated, if not fully 
satisfied, and agreed 
to submit formal rec- 
ommendations on ^Hj 
the entire range of 
issues to be consid- 
ered at a foreign . 

ministers’ meeting, i&gE&jj 
probably 22 April in 
Luxembourg. 

'This ended up l||p9|P 

being a very bal- 

anced conference,” 
said Egyptian ^ 
ambassador Ahmed Palestim 
Maher el-Sayed. closure t 


"Yesterday I was a bit worried 
but we managed to put the con¬ 
ference" on the right track with 
a balanced discussion, not just 
the agenda of one party." 

Saeb Erakat. the chief Pales¬ 
tinian delegate, told Arab 
reporters he was moderately 


encouraged by the changed 
tone, although he said the Pal¬ 
estinians did not get everything 
they were seeking. 

The transformation of the 
atmosphere began when Chris¬ 
topher announced last Thursday 
evening that he. Israeli Prime 



Palestinians at the Erez Point demonstrate against the continuing 
closure of Gaza by Israel They are flanked by a PNA policeman. 


Minister Shimon Peres and 
Palestinian leader Yasser Ara¬ 
fat had agreed on “an emer¬ 
gency plan designed to 
improve the economic situa¬ 
tion in Gaza and the West 
Bank.” 

In announcing the agree¬ 
ment. which includes a partial 
reopening of Israel's borders 
to commercial Palestinian traf¬ 
fic, Christopher said, “We 
must find a way to support the 
Palestinian people as they too 
suffer the consequences of 
Hamas bombings.” 

That. Arab delegates said, 
was the first US statement of 
recognition that the aftermath 
of the bombings has caused 
hardship for Palestinians as 
well as Israelis. 

At last Friday's working 
session, participants said, Pal¬ 
estinian delegates delivered 
what one official called “some 
dramatic descriptions of what 
the conditions are in the West 
Bank and Gaza—not in a way 
to cause confrontation, but to 
emphasize the urgency of find¬ 
ing solutions." 

The measures announced by 
Christopher, such as increas¬ 


ing the number of trucks 
allowed to carry building mate¬ 
rials into Gaza, failed to 
resolve the basic contradiction 
facing the conference: How to 
improve the lives of the Pales¬ 
tinians and increase their stake 
in peace while hundreds of 
thousands of them have been 
deprived of their livelihoods by 
the measures Israel has taken 
to protect itself from the sui¬ 
cide bombers. 

Japan, for example, came to 
the follow-up conference pre¬ 
pared to contribute $10 million 
to a “job creation fund" for the 
Palestinians; but Japanese offi¬ 
cials acknowledged the para¬ 
dox of doing that while the Pal¬ 
estinians cannot get to jobs 
they already have. 

Plans call for foreign minis¬ 
ters of the participating coun¬ 
tries to gather to carry out rec¬ 
ommendations of working 
groups on such subjects as 
increased police cooperation, 
revised extradition procedures, 
training of counterterrorism 
personnel and curtailing traffic 
in forged or stolen documents. 


Student protesters blame Israel 
for Palestinian police raid 


By Marjorie MOler 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 



;)NABLUS. West Bank—The 
hundreds of police officers 
who stormed a rally at AI Na- 
jah University last week were 
very clearly Palestinians under 
fte authority of Yasser Arafat. 
But the students striking in 
Protest here last Monday 
hjamed the raid on Israeli 
Prime .Minister Shimon Peres. 




Peres is pushing Arafat to 
crack down on the militant Is¬ 
lamic movement Hamas for the 
four suicide bombings that 
killed more than 60 people in 
Israel a month ago. the students 
said, so Arafat is cracking 
down on the university, which 
he considers a Hamas strong¬ 
hold. 

“You have to ask who this ac¬ 
tion serves," said Omar Dhah- 
er, a 20-year-old engineering 
student. "Well, it is against us 


a 
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and it serves Israel. We need 
the Palestinian Authority to 
support us. not to enter our uni¬ 
versity and practice violence 
against students." 

A month ago, Palestinians 
across the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip lashed out at Hamas for 
the suicide bombings, saying 
the violence threatens peace 
negotiations with Israel. 

Today, after police raid$. Is¬ 
rael’s destruction of the homes 
of suicide bombers, the Israeli 
closure of the West Bank and 
Gaza and other measures, Pal¬ 
estinians have forgotten about 
Hamas' bombs and are once 
again directing their anger at 
Israel. 

Faced with upcoming elec¬ 
tions. Peres is punishing all 
Palestinian supporters of peace 
for the acts of a few violent op¬ 
ponents. they say. As a result, 
life under the autonomous Pal¬ 
estinian Authority currently 
looks a lot like life under the 
Israeli occupation. 

The growing anger apparently 
has not yet turned into outright 
opposition to the peace pro¬ 
cess. as most Palestinians still 
want to go ahead with negotia¬ 
tions for "a final peace agree¬ 
ment that are supposed to be¬ 
gin in May. But the frustration 


appears to be eroding support 
for Israel's partner in peace— 
Arafat. 

The Palestinian leader is per¬ 
ceived to be doing Israel's dir¬ 
ty work, and his actions are 
causing fear of civil strife 
among Palestinians. 

“People are in a state of shock 
because our own police at¬ 
tacked the students in the uni¬ 
versity," said Zuhair Dubie. ed¬ 
itor of the weekly newspaper 
The Nablus. “1 view this as a 
very dangerous step. The Israe¬ 
lis are pressuring the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority to do this, and 
the Palestinian Authority is 
pressuring the people. But 
we’re solving a problem with a 
problem, and the most danger¬ 
ous problem would be internal 
conflict,” he said. 

Since the bombings, Arafat has 
rounded up hundreds of sus¬ 
pected Islamic militants under 
pressure from Israel and the 
United States to break Hamas' 
political wing and social- 
welfare structure, as well as its 
military wing. 

The rally at Al-Najah last Sat¬ 
urday was held to demand the 
release of scores of Nablus stu¬ 
dents and professors who are 
among .those detained by Pales¬ 
tinian police. 


While Arafat's Fatah organi¬ 
zation has the biggest bloc of 
support on campus, Hamas 
controls the university’s stu¬ 
dent council through an alli¬ 
ance with another group that 
opposes the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace accords. Political observ¬ 
ers believe Arafat was trying to 
send a warning to Hamas acti¬ 
vists with the raid. 

According to the students, 
police violated an unwritten 
rule against entering the univer¬ 
sities—they said Israel never 
sent troops into Al Najah dur¬ 
ing the 29-year occupation— 
and broke up the rally by firing 
bullets into the air and tear gas 
and clubbing students. Several 
were hospitalized. 

The action came on the heels of 
Israel's arrest last week of 
about 400 Palestinian students 
at Bir Zeit University, in a 
West Bank area still under Is¬ 
raeli control. That was the larg¬ 
est Israeli police round up since 
the signing of the first peace ac¬ 
cord in September 1993. 

Israel said they detained sus¬ 
pected Hamas activists and stu- 
dertfs from Gaza who had 
failed to heed orders to leave 
the West Bank. 

On Monday, about 2,000 Bir 



Students at Al Najah university are dispersed by Palestinian police 


Zeit University students dem¬ 
onstrated outside the police 
station there in support of their 
fellow students from Nablus. 
After the rally, some of the 
protesters threw rocks from an 
overpass at Israeli cars, pro¬ 
voking a clash with Israeli 
troops, who fired (ear gas to 
disperse the crowd. 

In another demonstration at the 
main Israel-Gaza border cross¬ 
ing, about 200 Palestinian chil¬ 
dren protested the closure, car¬ 
rying olive branches and signs 
reading: “Please allow my dad 
to work.” 

After the current wave of 


suicide bombings began 25 
February. Israel sealed off the 
West Bank and Gaza, prevent¬ 
ing about 60,000 Palestinians 
from entering Israel to woric 
each day and blocking trade 
between Israel and the Palestin¬ 
ians. 

Israeli officials said on Mon¬ 
day they would ease the ban on 
workers to let 3,000 Gazans 
work on farms in Israel's Ne¬ 
gev desert near Gaza. All of 
the workers must be over the 
age of 45 and married with 
families—a category that Israel 
believes reduces the security 
risk. 


The economic impact of the 
closure has been devastating 
for most Palestinian businesses 
and families. In Nablus, for ex¬ 
ample. employment has 
dropped from 67 percent in Oc¬ 
tober 1995 to 24 percent in 
mid-March, when Palestinians 
were not even allowed to go to 
jobs in West Bank Jewish set¬ 
tlements. 

While most families have less 
money to spend, the cost of ba¬ 
sic foods have shot up by as 
much as 500 percent with sup¬ 
plies limited by the closure. ■ 
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Mabrouk! 


The intercontinental 
today, Thursday, 4 April, 
celebrates its 50th 
anniversary. Ms Lucy 
Aslo of the Jordan 
Inter.Continental Hotel 

visited The Star on 
Wednesday and 
presented Us staff w ith a 
cake made specially for 
the occasion. 
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Darkness ”at the Amman Theater Festival 


A conflict between 
mind and desire 


By Munther Hamdan 

Special to The Star 


L ost Thursday. 28 
March, the Bahraini 
troupe presented their 
first show Darkness. 
Acted at the circular theater at 
the Royal Cultural Center 
(RCC). "the play was a real 
success. It is one of many 
more plays that have been 
directed and acted by the 
“Masts Theater”—A1 Sa'wari. 

The play is written by the 
British writer J.L. Hallway 
and directed by Mohammad 
Rid wan. It talks about two 
observers at a lighthouse sit¬ 
ting in solitude because the 
ship they are waiting for has 
been delayed for seven weeks. 
The two characters, being 
opposite in their physical 
appearance and mentality, go 
into conflict. The internal 
monologue employed reveals 
their inner feelings as part of 
the whole structure. 

The careful use of light and 
sound make the play closer to 
a painting. The director. Rid- 
wan. is himself a creative 
painter who is able to mix the 
movements of actors on stage 
with light.“l do not think that 
the concentration on lights is 
at the expense of dialogue.” 
Ridwan told The Star. The 
two. he added, complement 


each other. 

The characters, 
Murgan and Kuweil. 
experience an atmos¬ 
phere of solitude. Both 
are aware of the dark¬ 
ness in which they 
live. The difference is 
that one is able to 
comprehend the idea 
of death while the 
other, being rebellious, 
tries to resist. Thus 
the conflict between 
the two is symboli¬ 
cally a conflict 
between mind and 
desire. 

The rebellious char¬ 
acter, behaving 
insanely throughout, 
cannot understand the 
nature of the darkness 
surrounding him, but 



he has a strange feeling when 
the light falling from above on 
his skin stirs something inside 
him. It is as if the light, a sym¬ 
bol oF hope and awareness 
enlivens his body. The second 
character Kuweil. fat, shuf¬ 
fling. and playing cards sys¬ 
tematically. is fully aware of 
the fatality of the situation and 
thus does nothing to overcome 
it. Ironically, the characters 
provide ships with lighL while 
they themselves fail to receive 
enlightenment. ‘The play 
evokes all forms of death and 


human suffering out of a con¬ 
flict between a rebellious soul 
which does not accept death 
and one that weaves death with 
his own hands” Mohammad 
A1 Saflar (Murgan) told The 
Star. 

A1 Sawari is an experimen¬ 
tal theater Jab. It concentrates, 
says Ridwan, on the anthropo¬ 
logical studies which it 
believes to have greatly influ¬ 
enced modem theater. 

Being experi mental, the the¬ 
aters work is far from the ide¬ 
ological approaches in theater 


as it seeks to unveil new hori¬ 
zons and reach a point where 
contradicting thoughts can 
create something uniform. 

The Bahraini troupe looks 
forward to real Arab theater. 
Its members believe that Arab 
theater should emancipate 
itself from passivity and sub¬ 
ject itself to new methods and 
techniques used in interna¬ 
tional theater. “In our tab. we 
believe continuous experimen¬ 
tation leads to changes badly 
needed by our theater," says 
Ridwan. ■ 


NMC at forefront 

Musical performances of 
immense proportion 


By Eyad Amman 

Special to The Star 


O n^ Wednesday. March 
27. the National Music 
Conservatory (NMC) 
presented three of its own 
members to perform eight ro¬ 
mantic pieces. Mohammad 
Olhman Sidiq performed on 
the piano. Beth Bechtold on 
the French horn and Barbara 
Johnson on the clarinet. 

The event included three 
pieces for hom and piano, three 
pieces for clarinet and piano 
and !»vn piano solos. Three 
pieces u ere very exceptional 
for their musical and cultural 
value. Gordon Jacob's Con¬ 


certo for horn and strings and 
Leonard Bernstein’s Sonata 
for clarinet and piano were 
chosen by the brass instrumen¬ 
talists to present a flavor of 
contemporary American music. 
“It's a standard piece for clari¬ 
net. and it's a favorite of 
mine." Ms Johnson told 77«e 
Star referring to the Sonata, “I 
tried to gel a variety. Modem 
music isn't heard a lot. espe¬ 
cially in Jordan" 

The third piece. Fantasia, 
was composed by Sidiq in 
1985. "It was originally written 
for cello and piano, and I 
played with a Japanese per¬ 
former last year here in Jordan. 
He look it with him to Japan 


Vice President of Radio 
Shack visits Jordan 


A fter one year of the existence of two Radio Shade 
shops in Amman, the Vice President or Radio 
Shack International is visiting; their two stores 
which arc managed and owned by SN Technology 
Group. Mr Clifford Atfidd is expected to stay for two 
days during which he will visit the mother company of 
SN Technology Group and the projects It owns. This in¬ 
cludes the Applied Science University and 2bn A! Hsy- 
thara HospilaL A new modified contract between Radio 
Shack and SN Technology Group is expected to be 
signed In Amman by Mr Atfield and the Director Gen¬ 
eral of SN Technology Group, Mr Mohammed Thogan 
Hindawi. 

The SN Technology Group became the authorized 
distributor for Radio Shade in Jordan in 1994. ■ 


and wants to record it. I'm 
proud of it as much as I am of 
all my other compositions." Mr 
Sidiq told The Star. “Not only 
is he a good conductor, he’s an 
exceptional pianist as well." 
said Ms Johnson of Sidiq's 
capabilities, apart from his tal¬ 
ent as a ■composer. 

The concerts come to prove, 
once again, the versatility of 
the shows the National Music 
Conservatory introduces to the 
public. Already this year, the 
NMC has presented shows on 
Jazz. Arabic rhymes, classical, 
and religious music. 

On Sunday. 24 March, a 
concert, entitled “A Grand 
Choral Concert.” was per¬ 
formed at the De La Salic Col¬ 
lege church. The 130 musi¬ 
cians included the choir of the 
YWCA from Amman: the 
Wayne Concert Singers and 
their conductor Irvin Yea- 
worth from Philadelphia: the 
organist Robert Plimpton 
from San Diego; The Notional 
Music Conservatory Orchestra 
and its conductor Olhman Si¬ 
diq from Amman. The event 
comprised six organ solo piec¬ 
es. eleven choir recitals and a 
cantana. 

The first piece was a Toc¬ 
cata in F written by Johann 
Sebastian Bach. As wus com¬ 
mon among north German 
composers at the time, the Toc¬ 
cata reaches great heights of 
maturity. 

Plimpton's energy and the 
pleasant and sudden improvisa¬ 


tions were highly moving. An¬ 
other piece that drew the atten¬ 
tion of the audience was Post- 
ludio. written by the 
Palestinian composer Augus¬ 
tine Lama. Postludio, usually 
a work tu form (he conclusion 
of a larger work or one that is 
played at the end of a ceremo¬ 
ny, was written in the style of 
Mass Music hut doesn't quote 
any of the common phrases. 

After the intermission. The 
Wayne Concert Singers and 
The YWCA choir, conducted 
by Irvin Yeawortb. King four 
pieces to the accompaniment of 
the organ. They started with 
Cherubim Song No. 7. written 
by Dimitri Bortnianiski and 
arranged by Tchaikovsky. 
Cherubic hymns arc offertory 
chants. For ordinary celebra¬ 
tions. the texts usually begins 
with “Oi ta cherubim," hut the 
text may change according to 
the celebration. The Chcruhic 
first appeared in the thirteenth 
century and had developed 
throughout the musical eras. 
Cantata No. 29. written by Jo¬ 
hann Setae..,..: Bacb. was 
performed afterwards by the 
Orchestra of the National Mu¬ 
sic Conservatory, conducted 
by Sidiq. accompanied by Rob¬ 
ert Plimpton on the organ. 
The Cantata was followed by 
four recitals, one of which was 
“The Sound of Music." from 
the very famous musical which 
became a film.* 


Napadowl presents Chekov’s Bear 


T he circular theater at RCC was 
filled to the top as the Ukraine 
Troupe Napadowl Theater pre¬ 
sented their first performance “The 
Bear". Their show captivated the audi¬ 
ence as it combined, both the tragic and 
the comic. Chekov’s 'The Bear” was re¬ 
presented in a modem style. 

The play focuses on the relationship 
between Russian men and Women. It 
highlights women’s attempts to obtain 
their legal rights. Women at the dawn of 
iht.s century felt that discrimination im¬ 
posed upon them by men and of their in- 
equality in society. 

“The play was written in the late 19lh 
century when women started to take a 
new position in .society," Tmara Pea- 
shanko told The Star. The Bear reflects 
much of Russian society and culture. It 
stands for the patriarchal society that im¬ 



posed restrictions on women. 

Unlike philosophical plays that tend to 
complicate the issues they are dealing 
with, the Bear takes on new dimension. 


The simplicity that governs the 
events of the play is a true re¬ 
flection of natural aspects of 
life devoid of complexity. 
“Wc wanted to get people to a 
point where they can reveal 
simple feelings and lead a sim¬ 
ple life" Alexander Grcgafto- 
viski. the director said. 

The use of Tchaicovski's 
. j symphony made the show a 
In real Russian setting. The low 
^ * and high music wem in accor- 
. jl dance with the fluctuation oi 
/ the emotions or the character. 
i_jD Besides music, the director 
sought to give the audience a 
role in the play. All these elements com¬ 
bined made the Napadowl theater’s show 
an unprecedented one ■ 
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Operation Cake Drop at 
Inter . Continental 

Let them eat cake, 
all 32,000 of them 


M arie An tone lie is not the only to say. “let litem cat 
cake." On Thursday 4 April. InterContinental Hotels and 
Resorts will sponsor Operation Cake Drop at each of its 
179 properties in 67 countries on six continents to commemorate 
its 50th anniversary. 

A small cake will be delivered lo the room of every registered 
InterContinental Hotels and Resorts’ guest, a complimentary slice 
of cake will be part of meals at all hotel restaurants and 
InterContinental's worldwide staff of 40.000 will have their cake 
and cat it too. 

Each hotel and resort will create its own cakes using local reci¬ 
pes and ingredients from traditional date cakes in Saudi Arabia to 
pralines in New Orleans. The Churchill InterContinental London 
is. most appropriately, creating Winston Churchill Binhday Cake, 
the Willatd InterContinental Washington is baking Abraham Lin¬ 
coln’s Favourite Election Cake and the Hotel InterContinental in 
Vienna will serve up a confection called' Vienna Hofburg- 
Migmon. 

We anticipate serving 32.000 guests around the world on 4 
April in what just may"he the world’s largest. birthday celebra¬ 
tion.” said Chawki Ayoub. general manager of Hotel 
InterContinental Jordan.! 


L ’Oreal Perfection 

Cosmetics in 
refined colors 



A new superb range 
of color cosmetics 
by L’Orcal have 
just entered the Jordanian 
market. 

L’Orcal Perfection is 
Marketed by the Mechan¬ 
ical Engineering Co.. 
(MEC) in Jordan. 

The head ol the MEC 
Mr Nafcth Jaher said 
that his company is very 
pleased to put products 
by L’Orcal on the local 
market 

L'Oreal Perfection is 
the result of years of ex¬ 
perience. world recog¬ 
nized technological ex¬ 
pertise uud innovations 
fmm the L'Orcal labora¬ 
tories. Created in the best 
L'Orcal tradition. Perfec¬ 



tion combines the attributes of high quality, care and technologi¬ 
cal advancement. 

L'Orcal Perfection palette provides a sophisticated and refined 
choice of colors and formulations covering all make-up needs. 
Comprising 12 different product foundations, powders, mascaras, 
lipstick, and nail polish. L'Orcal Perfection combines the art of 
cosmetics with the art of care, ■ 


OVERHEARD AT TURINO.. 


TURINO- A PASSION FOR FUN !! 


TURINO RESTAURANT is adding another Cheers 
outlet itt a new setting. We heard that Turino is 
preparing a new style campaign for Cheers Upstairs... 

* What is it? 

Is it a restaurant, j puh. a trattoria, an eatery, a 
waierhott.'a rock-cnfc, a ten room, a pizzeria, a burger 
joint, an imperial setting private diner or whatever? 

* For Whom? 

For you the local, the foreigner, die A rah. th* 
American, the European, die Japanese, the Korean', the 
Australian, the African. 

Or is it lor all of you? 

* Is it fur the young? Or Is it for (lie old? 

Or is it a place where the young rub .shoulders with 
the old??? 


FOR THE VISITOR TO JORDAN. TURINO 
RESTAURANT IS TUCKED AROUND.TH& MAIN • 
SQUARE OF S'WEIFYEH ON THE SOUTHERN- 
S1DE OF 6TH CIRCLE. 

As ,i reader uf this column of ‘The Star", request a 
bottle, or at least a glass of wirw if you are a group of • 
fnur. You'll definitely get a way with it, no matter how 
small your mealM 

THE TURINO RESTAURANT HAS NOW BECOME 
FAMOUS FOR ITS .PROVENCAL HAMMOUR 
FISH. SAUTEED CHtCKF.N ON THE SKEWER 
SERVED WITH ORIENTAI, RICE AND FRESH 
HERBS AND EXOTIC SAUCES. 

Call Turino fur reservation on K63944 extn 31. Ynu 
might even get free transport it'you are a large party. 

Try Turino. Do call. It really is worth it. 


THE i'AR SIDE 

By GARY LABSON 


NO 

Xn the locker R0O^ 



Junior high gorillas 





J.W. Miller with his staff and rod 



“Raised the ol* girl from a cub, I did.... ’Course, we 
had to get a few things straight between us. She don't 
try to follow me into town anymore and I don't try and 
take her food bowl away 'til she’s done." 



“Good heavens! Pablo got an 'F in art!... Well, Tm 
just going to go down to that school myself and meet 
this teacher face to face!" 
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Exhibitions 


■ An exhibition entitled 
Homage to Yafa hy Palestin¬ 
ian artist Nasser Soumi at 
Darat al Fimun sinning on 
Wednesday 3 Apnl at 6 pm. 
and continues till 9 Mav. 


Lectures 

'The Archacologs of Pal. 

firtr* PI,-, 11... . „ 


A, « Ul ral * 

estinc. Challenges and Op¬ 
portunities” by Dr Kholed 

Nashcl. director of the Insti¬ 
tute or Palestinian Archaeol¬ 
ogy at Bir/cii University, 
will lecture at the Friends of 


Archaeology Center on 6 
April, at fi:30 pm. 

The lecture will be in Eng¬ 
lish. 

■“The Jordanian Dead Sea 
ScroUs"by Dr. George J. 
Brooke Senior Lecturer and 
Director of the Manchcswr- 
Shcflicld Centre for Dead 
Sea Scrolls, will lecture at 
Royal Institute for Inter- 
Faith Studies on Tuesday 9 
April at 6:00 pm. 


Films 

M The Cubist Epoch, at Da* 
rat aJ Funun, Thursday 4 
April at 5:30 pm. 
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From Belfast to Havana, the 



By. Crocker Snow Jr. 

* t THE TAIL END of 1995, there 
was the smell of eternal spring in 
the air. Five years after the end of 
the Cold War, all the little ugly 
ducklings of international rela¬ 
tions were begin¬ 
ning to pretty them- 
selves up. 

Whether it was the 
emergent Palestinian 
homeland in the West Bank and Gaza, 

• gentrificadon of Havana based on the 
promise of the end of the long US 
trade embargo, the settling in of the 
cease fire in Northern Ireland or the 
growth of trade and even direct air 
travel between Beijing and Taipei, the 
tide of conflict and confrontation was 
ebbing. 

Not for long. The tide has turned 
this year, spawning untidy, unpre¬ 
dictable currents. In a matter of weeks 
the promising pattern of international 
affairs has broken apart. Bombs have 
blossomed in London andjerusalem, 
with innocent commuters tom apart 
and terrorized. Military maneuvering 
has become the order of the day in the 
Formosa Straits and the Straits of 
Florida. The profession (not art) of 
diplomacy has reclaimed its gunboat 
adjective—and the world is neither a 
^better nor a safer place. 

. - Taken together, does all this spell a 
major change, casting a geopolitical 
pdl onthe last years of the century? 

0^ in the jargon of the money man¬ 
ageswho exercise growing sway on 
the wprfd, do - recent events represent 
anmfe^market correction?” 

--•Hunk in market terms and pat¬ 
tern^ The forces in place are, at the 
lltfrhour, threatened with losing 
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their pride of place and the very cause 
for which they are fighting. Rather 
than revolutionary, they are reac¬ 
tionary and recalcitrant. 

In Northern Ireland, the IRA has a 
vested interest in clandestine armed ac¬ 
tivity. Many of its mem¬ 
bers would turn into 
James Dean-like rebels 
without a cause if the 
peace talks with West¬ 
minster—supported now even by Ger¬ 
ry Adams and Sinn Fein—prevail. So as 
the day of a peaceful accommodation 
approaches, the IRA blasts become 
more desperate and aberrational and 
more likely to prevent the very thing its 
members want—respectability. 

The mirror image of Gerry Adams 
as the reformed 




terrorist is Yasser 
Arafat of the PLO. 

The born-again 
realis t who is the 
figurehead of the 
new Palestine, 

Arafat is under as 
much pressure 
from the Jews to¬ 
day as ever; but 
not to end his 
ways so much as 
to control the radi¬ 
cal Hamas and Islamic Jihad suicide 
bombers who recently were his allies. 
Like Sinn Fein, the threat to the PLO 
comes from its own extremes, not its 
longtime protagonist. Both groups are 
reaping the hate, distrust and fanati¬ 
cism they sowed. 

This is little solace for Israelis. 
They are humbled by being on a war¬ 
time footing once again, struggling 
with demons of the past while prepar¬ 


ing for a national election. Many Arabs 
are humiliated, unable to assure the 
painful peace process, unwilling to 
root-out its fanatical opponents. But 
none has thrown in the towel. The pre¬ 
vailing ennui and exhaustion about the 
unsettled years past is stronger than 
the revulsion about the present. Tliis is 
the important point. 

The Cuban case has a different spin. 
Fidel Castro has been floating trial bal¬ 
loon after trial balloon into the 
Caribbean trade winds in search of rap¬ 
prochement with tire US. He celebrat¬ 
ed the 50th anniversary of the UN in 
New York, mixing bows in the puhlic 
spotlight with private receptions to 
woo US bankers and businesspeople. 
More than 90 US firms liave opened 
representative of¬ 


< ittaAN-WMIW.■■ 


currents. In a matter of weeks 
the promising pattern of 
international affairs has 


fices in Havana. 

As the influx of 
US business and 
dollars becomes 
more apparent, 
the threat to die 
Cuban cartel does 
too. In February, a 
visiting European 
human rights 
group was re¬ 
buffed. The Mia- 
mi-based, anti- 

Castro Brothers to the Rescue, 
provocative as their actions have been, 
witnessed two of their small planes 
blasted from international sides by 
Cuban figjhterjets. Thus did Castro 
and his praetorian guard achieve in¬ 
stant solidarity by creating an external 
military threat 

One American businessman, a 
member of the last US congressional 
delegation to visit Havana in January, 


saw it coming. “1 pressed several rank¬ 
ing members of the Cuban government 
and the head of the central bank about 
their plan for the future if die embargo 
was lifted,” he told me. “It seemed to 
me the)’ hadn't even considered it. 

The more I talked with them the more 
1 realized how they could not survive 
the invasion of US dollars that would 
accompany the end of the embargo. It 
seemed to me just as simple as that.” 

The bombs in London,Jerusalem 
and even the events in the Straits of 
Florida may be the beginning of the 
end for long festering movements or 
states of mind. The bombast being 
hurled across the Formosa Straits is al- 
togedier different The dispute be¬ 
tween China and Taiwan is deep and 
fundamental, involving countries of 
real demographic,political and eco¬ 
nomic weight. 

For the moment, it is a shrill Chi¬ 
nese opera performed by those who 
know each other only too well. The 
real danger lies not from within, but 
in the outside world. The internation¬ 
al community, not understanding the 
ritual or comprehending the script 
well enough, could somehow embar¬ 
rass one or the other side to overreact. 

This latest crisis between the two 
comes at a dangerous time. Beijing is 
embroiled in a leadership struggle as 
it prepares to absorb Hong Kong. 
Taipei is embarking on its first truly 
democratic election. They are begin¬ 
ning to compete more directly than 
ever in the global marketplace. The 
standoff is between an economic bull 
and a political bear.® 


Crocker Snow Jr. is editor-in-chief 
of The WorldPaper. 


Irish peace process rests on ill-founded assumptions 


The IRA bombs a broken structure 


ByPadraig O’Malley 

are many who would argue 
1 that the recent bombings by the 
-Irish Republican Army (IRA) in 
London achieved their tactical 
goal, forcing the British and 
Irish governments to set a 
date-for multi-party talks and 
briiigmg to an end the stalemate 
that had bogged down die peace 
process in Northern Ireland for the last 
18 months. 

Although both governments have 
agreed to a complicated mish mash of 
measures-in a desperate attempt to 
keep-the process alive at almost any 
co&£ the feet is that they have not in¬ 
duced 1 the IRA to reinstate its 
ceasefire.Indeed, the IRA has reject¬ 
ed-tire Anglo-Irish attempt to revive 
fee_ : . process as a in ad equate," 

reaffirmed that “under no circum¬ 
stances" would it decommission its 
armory until there was a “final negoti¬ 
ated settlement” to the conflict, and 
'dismissed out-of-hand the calls for a 
new ceasefire. And even if a new cease- 
fre did somehow materialize, it would 
oot bring real peace—peace that is the 
product of a durable and lasting polit- 
settlement. 

In- short, to say the IRA has 
bombed its way to the negotiating 
tableorbas lit a metaphorical fuse un¬ 
der-the peace process would be to 
simplify the conflict to the point of 
distortion. At the moment there 
is nothing the IRA can bomb its way 
to. 

In -Northern Ireland, the terrible 
beauties described by the poet W.B. 
Yeats have become terrible mistakes. 
Parasites that feed on each other with 
an insatiable appetite to capture what 
jbas never existed in the cause of a 
|Mam that, has brought only night¬ 
mare, in the name of an aspiration few 
ai *cribe‘to but none will renounce. 

Irredentist Irish Nationalism has 
ffwebackto its roots. Brits out, and if 
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it takes the death of some poor Ben¬ 
gali blown to rubble in the explosion 
at Canary Wharf to advance the cause 
of a united Ireland, so be it. For the 
hardliners who have seized control of 
the IRA’s Army Council, the 
ceasefire was simply war by 
other means, and when it 
failed to deliver a place for 
Sinn Fein at all-party talks' 
without the IRA having to commit it¬ 
self to unacceptable conditions, its 
utility was over. 

Meanwhile, what remains of the 
peace process continues to disinte¬ 
grate in the face of virtual paralysis in 
the corridors of power in London and 
Dublin. Worse still is the palpable lack 
of trust among the key players on all 
sides—even on the same side. Whis- 


and unfortunately, perhaps that’s the 
way it will have to be; that things will 
have to get a lot worse before they get 
better. 

One problem facing both govern¬ 
ments is to assess where Sinn Fein 
stands in relation to the IRA. If, as 
Sinn Fein insists, it does not speak for 
the IRA (it draws almost theological 
distinctions between being in a posi¬ 
tion to speak to the IRA and being 
able to speak for che IRA; to having 
influence with the IRA and having 
control over the IRA), then this begs 
the question: what influence does 
Sinn Fein have with the IRA, and what 
can it deliver in all-party talks? 

So fer, there has been the widely- 
held assumption on all sides, never 
denied by Sinn Fein when it has been 



Did the IRA light 
a fire under the 


pers of who is to blame for what 
abound, even as the whisperers them¬ 
selves admit to the pointlessness of the 
practice. Political shadow-boxing, 
where the clever feint counts as a sub¬ 
stantial punch, usurps the place of 
honest dialogue. 

What now remains to be seen is 
how the Loyalist paramilitaries will re¬ 
spond; whether, in the event of further 
bombings in mainland British cities, 
they will resort to targets in Dublin 
and other cities in the Irish Republic, 
or whether they will wait for the IRA 
to breach the ceasefire in the North.If 
the latter takes place, we’re back to the 
days of escalating sectarian killings, 


convenient not to do so. was that Sinn 
Fein did speak for the IRA. This was 
the reason for “wooing" Sinn Fein into 
the process in the first place. 

Indeed,John Major has gone so far 
as to say that the two organizations are 
interchangeable in their leadership 
structures and Tories routinely refer 
to Sinn Fein/IRA, to reinforce their 
contention that both organizations are 
one and the same. (The Irish govern¬ 
ment holds a similar, but more realis¬ 
tic, view.) 

Neither government can decide 
whether to feed Gerry Adams to the 
republican hounds baying at his heels. 
To further complicate matters, both 


governments still regard him as the 
most reasonable, able, and sophisti¬ 
cated of the Sinn Fein leaders. And 
there seems no one on die horizon 
who seems capable of replacing him. 

A fundamental miscalculation in 
die analysis of both governments has 
been their belief that Adams could 
carry the IRA with him. The British 
thought he could carry the IRA with 
him on decommissioning, despite the 
IRA making it clear that decommis¬ 
sioning ofarms prior to all-party talks 
would be tantamount to an admission 
of surrender and was simply not on. 

Dublin, meanwhile, believed that 
he could cam.- the IRA with him on 
the question of consent (that the con¬ 
sent of a majority of the people of 
Northern Ireland is necessary before 
a change in the constitutional status of 
Northern Ireland can take place.) 
Bodi beliefs proved to be ill-founded 
illusions. 

The problem is that the peace- 
process itself—as initially designed 
and executed—was fatally flawed, al¬ 
though to point that out in the eupho¬ 
ria that accompanied the first peace in 
Northern Ireland in nearly 30 years 
left one open to the accusation of be¬ 
ing a doomsayer, even of being some¬ 
how opposed to the peace process it¬ 
self. The doubting Thomases kept 
their heads down and their doubts to 
themselves. 

The ceasefire was a necessary but 
not a sufficient condition for peace. 
All parties held tenaciously to their 
belief in its self-generating sustain¬ 
ability, even when die political circles 
to be squared became political circles 
to be cubed. 

While it is easy to put the blame for 
the breakdown on the impasse over 
decommissioning of arms and the 
British government's rejection of the 
Mitchell commission’s suggestion re¬ 
garding decommissioning and talks in 
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Has the process gone beyond politicians? 

Ordinary people 
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By Michael Fabricant 

|HE IRA has returned, with typi¬ 
cal brutality, to its indiscriminate 
terror campaign. When they ex¬ 
ploded a massive bomb made of 
seratex and fertilizer outside a 
crowded office block in London’s 
Canary Wharf at the end of a cold Feb¬ 
ruary day, they killed two uews agents; 
one of die victims was an Indian Mus¬ 
lim. 

A few days later, when another simi¬ 
lar device exploded on a bus in the Ald- 
wych just as people were emerging from 
pubs and cafes, the only casualty was the 
bomber himself. 

Both bombs were designed to cause 
the maximum injury to civilians. They 
caused outrage in both Great 
Britain and the Irish Republic, 
cutting off the IRA and its polit¬ 
ical wing, Gerry Adams 7 Sinn 
Fein, from the mainstream of de¬ 
mocratic nationalist opinion. Both the 
British and Irish governments respond¬ 
ed to the LRA's atrocities by cancelingall 
ministerial meetings with Sinn Fein un¬ 
til the IRA announced a clear and un¬ 
equivocal restoration of their ceasefire. 

Yet, despite the IRA’s bombs, the 
momentum of the peace process con¬ 
tinues. Why? Because ordinary people 
in Britain and Ireland will not allow it to 
die. The last 17 months have meant too 
much for those people to give up now. 
For many people throughout Ireland 
there has, at last, been freedom from fear, 
a chance to live a normal life and to hope 
for the future. The bleak thunderclouds 
of centuries of Irish history seemed at 
last to have parted, allowing in the light 
of a new dawn of reconciliation. 

That is the fervent wish of both the 
British Prime Ministerjolin Major, and 
his Irish counterpart, John Bruton. 
Their peace plan, endorsed, imderwrit- 
ten and actively supported by US Pres¬ 
ident Bill Clinton, was designed to bring 
about a permanent political settlement, 
based on consent. But the peace process 
has to have the confidence ofall Ulster’s 
political parties, nationalist and union¬ 
ist. And many people doubt che IRA’s 
good faith. 

They doubted that when die IRA 
said that its ceasefire was “complete,' 1 
that was die same as saying that it was 
“permanent." Now the IRA has shown 
dial diose doubts were right. Peace and 
illegal private armies can never be com¬ 
patible and the question of illegal arms 
cannot be brushed aside or washed 
away. 


As the Northern Ireland Minister of 
State. Michael An cram, has said: 
“There can never be confidence to 
reach the necessary compromises of a 
negotiated setderaent under the shadow 
of the bullet and the bomb. In one sav¬ 
age act the IRA have brought this ques¬ 
tion once again to the very fore." 

The peace process will go on. The 
British and Irish governments have set 
out a dear path to all-party talks on June 
10. Ulster's political parties will take part 
in elections beforehand, which will es¬ 
tablish their democratic mandate to en¬ 
ter into negotiations and create the nec¬ 
essary confidence. 

But Sinn Fein and the IRA, by their 
return to terror, have excluded them¬ 
selves from the peace process. It 
is important to understand that 
they have not been excluded. 
The British Government have 
not refused to allow them into 
all-party talks; rather by their own ac¬ 
tions, they have deliberately excluded 
themselves. 

But the door is still open. They can 
choose to re-enter the peace process and 
participate in full negotiations at any 
time they wish. What they cannot do, 
however, is to maintain the threat of vi¬ 
olence as a political weapon and expect 
to join in negotiations with the democ¬ 
ratic parties. There can be no compris¬ 
es over this; any attempt at compromise 
would mean that at an unfavorable stage 
in the negotiations the IRA could sim¬ 
ply threaten to explode another bomb to 
adiieve its objectives. None of die other 
political parties will negotiate with diem 
on diat basis. 

So diere has to be a clear, unequivocal 
renunciation of violence by the IRA and 
a willingness to accept and abide by the 
ultimate conclusions ofall-party negotia¬ 
tions. The path to peace is now clear. 
Sinn Fein has everything to gain by en¬ 
tering into the process and Ireland has 
everything to lose' if they do not. The 
choice is not between Britain or Irish rule 
but between democracy and terrorism. 

The British and Irish Governments 
sliare a common belief in democracy. It 
is these democratic values which must 
now' triumph because they are the only 
sure guarantor of peace in Ireland.® 


Michael Fabricant is a Conserva¬ 
tive Member of Parliament 
REPRESENTING THE STAFFORDSHIRE 
Mid constituency. His fee was do¬ 
nated to Belfast’s Royal Victoria 
Hospital. 
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THE TIDE TURNS ON PEACE 



Was Cuba’s sovereignty worth four 

civilian lives? 



Prog’ 
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Cuba shoots down its options 



Ignoring history, US repeats it 


By Pedro Monreal 

ANY PEOPLE WERE shucked 
when Cuban dcfeiihi? forces 
shot down a pair nfUS-regis- 
tered planes on February 24. 
But if they had read 
their history, they 
would not have been so sur¬ 
prised: aircraft incidents have 
played an outstanding role in 
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civilian-registered US planes—have 
been employed in other kinds of sub¬ 
versive missions, from the logistic sup¬ 
port of armed groups inside Cuba to 
dropping antigpvemxnent propaganda. 
These are also acts of war, as 
any West Point student could 
testify. Just last January, planes 
flying from South Florida 
poured thousands of leaflets 


Cuban government, supported by a 
majority of Cuba’s citizens, is that the 
action was defensive. It was not moti¬ 
vated by a decision to punish someone, 
but was dictated by national security 
considerations. The incident can be 
explained from a logical and a histori¬ 
cal perspective. 

The US government’s response to 
the incident reveals a lack of under- 


By Arturo Vittar 

E ven before the world’s outcry 
over the Cuban government’s 
downing of two American civilian 
planes had run its course, foreign 
governments everywhere were 
pointing their Angers—not at Fidel 
Castro—but at President Bill 
Clinton. They blamed Clinton 
for reacting to the February 24 
shootdown by signing into law 
the so-cailcd Helms-Burton 
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bill, which he had previously threat¬ 
ened to veto because it violated basic 
tenets of international trade. 

At first glance, this turnabout over a 
potentially damaging event for the 
Cuban government w’ould indicate that, 
once again, Cuban leader Fidel Castro 
had succeeded at diverting world atten¬ 
tion from one of his actions to those of 


massive assistance from the Soviet 
Union and radically transform his 
country’s economic system, gaining to¬ 
tal political control over its population. 

But when, in 1974, US Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger tried to engage 
the Cuban government in negotiations 
linked to an overall accommo¬ 
dation with the Soviets, Castro 
responded by sending his sol¬ 
diers to Angola, scuttling 
Kissinger’s peaceful overtures 


the conflict between the US and Cuba. 

Many nf these people also asked if 
the infringe!netil of (iulxni sovereignty 
by civilian aircraft merited the death of 
four people. 'Hi most Cubans, die an¬ 
swer is very clear: despite the high 
price to Cuba, their government's ac¬ 
tion was the right one. The notion that 
aircraft belonging to an organization of 
Cuban exiles with a known record of 
subversive activities can repeatedly vi¬ 
olate Cuban sovereignty with impuni¬ 
ty—no matter what accomplishments, 
if any, they could claim in other areas— 
was simply not supported by past ex¬ 
perience. 

History clearly shows that there was 
no reason to think that this type of stir- 
craft could not be considered un¬ 
friendly by Cuban air defenses. There 
is a tltick record of non-military aircraft 
from the US conducting subversive 
missions against the Cuban govern¬ 
ment. On occasions, air strikes have 
been carried out by US-based Cuban 
exile organizations with the sponsor¬ 
ship or consent of American authori¬ 
ties—the 1961 Bay of Pigs assault is 
probably the best known case in this 
category. 

Different types of aircraft—notably 


over Havana inciting Cuban, cit¬ 
izens to overthrow the govern¬ 
ment, an action that easily 
qualifies as a national security 
threaL 

The point to be stressed is 
not that the planes were regis¬ 
tered as civilian aircraft. For peo¬ 
ple accountable for the defense 
of Cuba, the status of incoming 
planes is not determined by its 
registry but by its possible mis¬ 
sion. It is well documented, and 
it was public at the time, that 
Cuban authorities considered 
these types of planes as capable 
of carrying out subversive mis¬ 
sions. They issued clear and 
timely warnings about the dan¬ 
gers associated with that kind of 



flights. The writing was on the walLbut 
some people missed it. 

The refusal of the crew of the planes 
to stop their incursion into Cuban air¬ 
space when they were asked to do so 
triggered a predictable course of action 
by Cuban armed forces. The action 
was brutal and the loss of human lives 
is always a regrettable event, but that is 
what military actions—even defensive 
ones—are about. The view of the 
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To receive a comprehensive brochure immediately, call Janet on 33 (l) bO 72 42 <*0, 

e-mail cxcccdfainscad.fr. or return the coupon below. 


Our new programme brochure is now available 
REPLY TODAY FOR YOUR COMPLIMENTARY COPY 
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standing of the lessons of history and 
an impulse to supplant diplomacy with 
the expansion of electoral politicking 
to foreign affairs. The tightening of the 
US economic blockade and the adop¬ 
tion of other measures against Cuba 
can be seen as a remake of an old, bad 
movie. Past lessons are thus missed and 
imaginative policies are discarded. 

In fact, the US government’s reac¬ 
tion to the incident has derailed, at least 
temporarily, an emerging trend in US 
policy toward Cuba: the so-called 
“Track IP which stressed communica¬ 
tions, travel.humanitarian aid and per¬ 
sonal contacts as key policy' instru¬ 
ments. 

The new approach has been highly 
controversial in Cuba. It is not consid¬ 
ered a completely new development, 
since those instruments has been used 
before. But this policy is perceived by 
the Cuban government as dangerously 
subversive. There is open recognition 
that, if applied in lull force, die “Track 
IP policy could pose greater challenges 
for the Cuban government than the tra¬ 
ditional approach that has been rein¬ 
forced after the incident with the 
planes. 

The negative impact on Cuba of die 
recent US measure cannot be easily 
discarded, particularly its eventual ef¬ 
fects on the economy, although it is 
difficult to make accurate predictions 
since the outcome will depend to a 
great extent on its implementation and 
the reaction of third parties. The US 
economic blockade is already so tight 
that there is not really many spaces left 
to close—unless the assumption is 
made that the rest of the world will obe¬ 
diently follow Washington's dictum. 

To establish the kind of embargo 
dreamed offor many years by conserv¬ 
ative Cuban exiles and recently trans¬ 
formed into official policy, the US gov¬ 
ernment would have to lead a sort of 
trade crusade against the rest of the 
world, not exactly a winning proposi¬ 
tion in the globalized economy of the 
late 20th century. Although strong-arm 
policies could have a chilling effect on 
actual and potential trade partners and 
investors, full implementation of the 
Helm5-Burton bill could be a diplo¬ 
matic mess. 

A final observation: it is almost an 
“iron law" in the relations between die 
US and Cuba since 1959 that the 
Cuban government is at its best when 
playing the game of nationalist con¬ 
frontation vis-a-vis the United States. 
Washington should know that.® 


and, by forcing the Soviet Union to 
support his expeditionary efforts in 
Africa, straining US relations with 
Moscow. 

In 19S0, after President Jimmy 
Carter recruited a group of Cuban- 
American Democrats to engage Cas¬ 
tro in a dialogue that would pave the 
way for meaningful negotiations be¬ 
tween Washington and Ha¬ 
vana, Fidel opened the 
Mariel port and sent 
125,000 Cuban refugees to 
Florida’s coasts in a matter 
of weeks, not only burying 
Carter’s efforts, but also 
contributing to his defeat at 
the hands of Ronald Rea¬ 
gan. 

In a strange twist of fate, 
not direedy attributable to 
Castro, some of the Mariel 
refugees wound up in Fort 
Chaffee, Arkansas, rioted 
there and weakened then 
Governor Bill Clinton’s re- 
election chances. 

After eight years of evil- 
empire rhetoric under Presi- 


his nemesis—the colossal power to the dent Reagan and four ofbenign neglect 
north. However, for the first time in the by President Bush, the current US ad- 
Castro-era lustory of US-Cuba rela- • ministration sought to turn 

ti.ina P"irl«»l inai' h:ivp inillHn thfin minhinV mniiVtiinnh. 


dares move in that direction. 

But, even if he had repeatedly done 
it before, why would a financially be¬ 
sieged Fidel Castro this time torpedo a 
US government move that offered the 
only possible lifeline to his devastated 
economy? 

The answer may well lie in Castro’s 
repeated assertions that the “revolu¬ 
tion” will allow only those economic re¬ 
forms that do not affect his govern¬ 
ment’s total control over the Cuban 
population, and his realization that a 
lifting of the US embargo would open 
a flood o fun controllable changes in his 
economic and political system. 

But it is also very clear that one of 
the most important factors for Castro’s 
continuing authority' over the revolu¬ 
tionary process has been his better than 
average record of outsmarting US pres¬ 
idents. His followers in Cuba have al¬ 
ways believed that, no matter how crazy 
his actions vis-a-vis the US, he could al¬ 
ways be counted on to prevail over ad¬ 
versaries that could be lured back to 
reason with some apparent gesture of 
good will. For them there was always 
some light at the end of the tunnel as 
long as Fidel was in charge. 

Castro has, once more, embarrassed 
and created international problems for 
a US president But diis time he has 
probably overplayed his hand. The 
Helms-Burton bill signed by President 
Clinton on March 12 has unexpected¬ 
ly closed all doors to a resumption of 
relations between the two nations as 
long as he remains in power. 

It will now take an act of Congress 
to revise US policy towards Cuba. 
And, given the level of hostility, it will 
probably-take an act of God to change 
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he bargained for—a lot more. 

The Cuban Liberty and Democrat¬ 
ic Solidarity Act (Libertad), as the 
Helms-Burton legislation is officially 
named, allows Americans—and 

Cubans who later became US citi¬ 
zens—to sue foreigners in US courts for 
“trafficking” in seized Cuban proper¬ 
ties. The bill also denies entry into the 
United States to 
these foreigners. 

Trafficking is only 
Ioosclv defined, but 


embargo-tightening Torricelli Bill into 
a positive. The President and Richard 
Nuccio, his Cuba czar and a co-author 
of the Torricelli legislation, turned their 
focus to the bill’s Track II component: 
opening communication channels to 
the island, allowing humanitarian aid 
and fostering civil society. This policy- 
shift heartened moderate Cuban- 


Congress 
Helms-Burton. 

This time, Fidel seems to have got¬ 
ten much more than he bargained for. 
He went looking for a chill and got a 
deep freeze instead.® 


Arturo Villak is publisher of 
the Miami-based Latin American 
Business Reports. 


it appears to cover 
most business deal- 


mgs. 

Additionally, the 
legislation sucks to 
break ties between 
Cuba and the funner 
Soviet Union by 
linking American 
financial aid to the 
abandonment of 
trade and military re¬ 
lations with the Cas¬ 
tro government. 

But the most un¬ 
expected measure in 
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This time, Fidel seems to 


Pedro Monreal is a research asso¬ 
ciate at the Center for the Study 
of the Americas in Havana, Cuba. 


Helms-Burton is the codification into 
latv of ail existing economic sanctions 
against Cuba until a “democratic tran¬ 
sition” is underway in Cuba. If this ties 
President Clinton's and his successors' 
hands regarding Cuba, it also reduces 
Castro’s options to play his 37-year-old 
game of outwitting US presidents. 

To understand how and why this 
happened, one needs to understand 
that Castro has always been the most 

ardent secret fan of - - __ 

thc US embargo 
against his country. 

The US embar¬ 
go, in turn, has al¬ 
ways been Castro’s 
ally, helping him 
control the popula¬ 
tion by maintaining 
his country in a per¬ 
petual state of war, 
giving him a perfect 
excuse to justify his government's 
perennial economic failures, and al¬ 
lowing him to project his authority as 
die true and only defender of the sov¬ 
ereignty of die Cuban nation. Close 
aides have admitted privately dial the 
elimination of US sanctions would be 
the “kiss of death” for the revolution. 

From 1961 to 1973, Castro look ad¬ 
vantage of die open aggression of suc¬ 
cessive US administrations—including 
failed assassination plots—to obtain 


Americans to once again serve as inter¬ 
mediaries, and encouraged them to 
forge a political alliance with dissidents 
in die island against the US embargo. 

The new focus in turn awakened the 
interest of the US business communi¬ 
ty, and numerous lobbying groups were 
organized throughout the country to 
repeal restrictions on trade with Cuba. 
Most polidcal and business bets were 
on a rapid move towards dismantling 
die embargo if Pres¬ 
ident Clinton were 
reelected in No¬ 
vember. 

Yet, once again, 
Castro decided to 
interrupt the recon¬ 
ciliation effort, dtis 
time pusliing its ini¬ 
tiator to endorse 
legislation that will 
tighten the US em¬ 
bargo against Cuba but also create se¬ 
rious problems for die US with its main 
trading partners. Canada, Mexico, die 
European Union and Russia are de¬ 
nouncing the Helms-Burton bill's ex¬ 
tra-territorial reach and dircatening 
joint retaliation against the US. 

The Cuban government’s pattern, 
thus, seems clear cut: abort any and all 
US moves towards normalization and 
in the process, inflict as much damage 
as possible on the administration that 
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tandem (although how Mitchell en¬ 
visaged bringing the Unionist parties /? 
into the negotiating tent is another 7} 
matter), the cold reality is that the ori¬ 
gins of the breakdown were embed¬ 
ded in the premises upon which the ^ 
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peace process itself was built. 

Those premises could not bear die 
weight of the peace process because 
they were based on the false expecta¬ 
tions that some agreed end to the con¬ 
flict would emerge, if only the guns 
were silenced.® 
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Padraic O’Malley, a specialist-on 

DIVIDED SOCIETIES, 15 A SENIOR FEL¬ 
LOW at the University of Massa¬ 
chusetts’ McCormack Institute. 
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from 6-12 April 
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ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

2:00—Moomin 
2;30—Wish Kid 
3:00—Big Brother Jake 
3 £ 5 —Blue Beelers 
4:00—TA.O. 

5 : 00 —News Flash 
£01—French Programs 
7 —News Headlines 
7:35—Major Dad 
g:00—Discovering the 7th 
Continent: Doc. 

&30—A Fine Romance 
9:10—Earth Assignment 
9 -J 0 —Prism 
10:00—News at Ten 
]0£5—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

10:25—Feature Film: On 
Thin Ice, starring: Charles 
Stratton and Denise Nicholas 
11:50—Mancuso FBI 

SUNDAY 

2:00—The Fllntstones 
2:30—Adventure’s on the 
Rainbow Pond 
3:00—Mac and Mutley 
3:25—The Peak Practice 
4:10—TA.O. 

5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Baskerfieid PJ> 

8:00—Cinema, Cinema 
8:25—Women of the World 
8:45— Magazine 0.1 
9:00—Murphy Brown 
9JO—Heartbeat 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25— The Bold and The 

flpaiitifnl 

11:10—Counterstrike 
12:00—The American Chart 
Show 

MONDAY 

2:00—Bonkers 
2:30—Richie Rich 
3:00—Bush School 


3:15—Ptayabout 
3 JO—Bustin’ Loose 
4:00—Animals of the 
Mediterranean 
4:20—T.A.O. 

5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—The Nanny 
8:00—Baby It’s You 
8:25—Rock Around The 
World 

9:00—World Echo 
9:10—Sea Powers 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and The 
Beautiful. 

11:10—P.S. I Luv You 
12:00—-Taurus Rising 
12:40—Ellen „ J , , , , 

* Re garde les hommes tomber », 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Iris- the Happy Pro- JJ® - J- AO . 

fessor 5:00—News Flash 

2:15—Captain Planet 5:01-French Programs 

2:40—Jonnv Quest 7:30-NewsHeadbne 

3:00 Alf 7J5—Evening Shade 

3:40—Scientific Eye 8:00—World Net 

4:00—'TAO 8:30—Varieties 

5:00—News Flash 8 J5—Meat Docs 

5:01—French Programs 9:20 Hunter 

7 JO—News Headlines 10:00—News at Ten 

7:35—Encounter 10:25—The Bold and The 

8:00—Home Improvement Beautiful 

8:20—Life in the Freezer —Airwolf 

8:45— Miln er Fenwick 12:00— The Silk Road 

9:10 _Harry 12:40— The Good Life 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:25—'The Bold and The THURSDAY 

Beautiful 1:00—Aladdin 

11:10—Feature Film: Phan- 1:30—Treasure Island 

tom of the Opera, starring: Nel- 2:00—My Secret Identity 



son Eddy and S us ana Foster 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—The Flintstones 
2 JO—Speed Racer 
2:50—Bill Nye the Science 
Guy 

3:15—Dinosaurs 

3:45—The Secret World or 

Alex Mac 


THURSDAY 

1:00—Aladdin 
1:30—Treasure Island 
2:00—My Secret Identity 
2:20—NBA 

3:15—The Crystal Maze 
3:40—Pirates 
4:30—Gillette World Sport 
5:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Carol and Company 
8:00—The Album Show 
8:45—Star trek 
9:30—Murphy Brown 


vendredi 12 avril a 5:30 pm 

10:00—News At Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: 

Against Their Will, starring: 
Judith Light and Stacy Reach 
12:00—Matlock 

FRIDAY 

1:00—The Pebbles and 
Bamm Bamm Show 
1:30—Iris the Happy Profes¬ 
sor 

1:45—See How They Grow 
1:55—Bush School 
2:10—The Privet Life of 
Plants 

3:00— Spider Man 
3:30—The Private Life of 
Plants 

4:15—Wonder Why 
4 J5—Give Us a Clue 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7:30—News Headline 
7:35—Short Story Cinema 
8:00—Sea Quest 
8:45—It Had To Be You 
9:10—She’s Out 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Classic Movie:The 
Night of the Following Day, 


starring: Mariyn Brando 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Dessins animus 
Ordy 
Gideon 
5 JO—Serie 

Extreme limite 
•'Bas les masques » 
6:00—Serie 

Chateau V alien 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas rever 
•Bresil* 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins anim£s 
Ordy 
Gideon 
5:30—Serie 

Extreme limite 
«Sunset twist * 

6:00—Magazine musical 
L'intiSgrale 
« Telephone* 

6:30—Messe de Paques 

Resume de la messe de 
Paques de la cath£- 
drale St Pierre & Rome 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

LUNDI 

5:00—Dessins animus 
Ordy 
Gideon 
5:20—Serie 

Extreme limite 
•Mimoire courre» 

05 JO—Spectacle 
Cirque 

6:20—Divertissement 
L’lcole des fans 
•Henri Salvador• 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 


MARDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 

Le vampire 
5:30—Serie 

Extreme limite 
• Le golf‘euro 

6:00—Magazine midi cal 
Savoir plus santl 
«Hypnose sur 
ordonnance* 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Sophie et Virginie 
5J0—Slrie 

Le juge est une femme 
•Danse avec la mort- 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Dessin animl 

Sophie et Virginie 
5:30—Varietes 

Le monde est a vous 
- Salvador Adamo*> 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Archimede 

VENDREDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Sophie et Virginie 
5J0—Film 

•Regarde les hommes 
tomber *. Un film de 
Jacques Audiard avec. 
notamment. Jean-Louis 
Trintignant et Mathieu 
Kassovitz. 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Alio la Terre 
•Les nombres 5* 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 
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ACROSS 

1 Historical 
tfmes 

S Swinging 
doors 
10 Ragout 

14 Fluff 

15 Cut short 

16 Socks 

17 Greek letter 
IB -Ava— 1 ■ 

.19 Formerly 


20 DreamEke 

quality 

22 Kind of ' 
monkey 

24 Destiny 

25 Son ot. 
Adam 

26 Street urchin 
29 Contusions 
34 Mistreats 

36 Food fish 

37 —Paulo 

; 36 Luxurious 
39 Khd Ot 
molar 


41 Hullabaloo 

42 Holiday time 

43 Jackrabbil 

44 Abhor 
46 Hopeless 

49 Ums 

50 Author 
Gardner 

51 prognos¬ 
ticator 

53 Cell centers 
56 Budding 
actresses 

60 Verbal 

61 Hulled 
grain 

63 Czar 

64 Facility 

65 Terre — 

66 Egyptian 
river 

67 Blind part 

68 10th U.S. 
president 

69 Merriment 

DOWN 

1 Yale men 


2 Violent 
disturbance 

3 Square 
column 

4 Sea creature 

5 Range 

6 Humiliated 

7 Civil action 
case 

8 Silkworm 

9 Nautical 
position 

10 Protective 
armor 

11 High.rocky 
hills 

12 Jacob's 
brother 

13 Skin 
tumors 

21 Odense 
native 

23 Animal 
group 

25 Arthurot 
tennis 

26 Yawned 

27 Overhead 


28 Erato and 
Clio 

30 Seagirt bhot 
land 

31 Colorado 
park 

32 Poker term 

33 Kinds 

35 Heavenly 
illumination 

40 Dies — 

41 Glossy bird 
43 Roll call 

word 

45 Always 

47 Pitt 

48 Landed 
property 

52 Consumer 

53 Negatives 

54 Russian 
river 

55 House: Sp. 

56 Spirit 

57 Malignant 

58 Saga 

59 Snicker — 
62 Beam 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The sun goes from 
Pisces lo Aries, speeding things up a 
biL Spring fever may also hit, though. 
Run errands. Catch up on reading. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Do 
research to figure out what’s really 
going on. Probe deeper and you’ll 
find even more interesting stuff. 
Conditions change in your favor. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Choose 
a worthy cause and get involved. You 
and your friends are much needed. 
You may have to pull a couple of all- 
nighiers to get deadlines met. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Be 
patient with a drifiy supervisor. Your 
acerbic comments would not be 
appreciated. Group activities take 
more of your lime. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Travel 
if at all possible. If not. study philoso¬ 
phy and religion. You could have 
marvelous insights. A nasty supervi¬ 
sor is even meaner and mare insuffer¬ 
able. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Apply for 
a grant. A long distance call cinches 
travel arrangements. A trip’s recom¬ 
mended. If nothing’s scheduled voca¬ 
tionally, arrange one recreaiionally. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your 
partner is right on tarceL Listen and 
learn. Cut back your expenses and 
find a new source of income. You're 
veiy lucky, especially in love. 

Libra (SepL 23-OcL 23). You may 
have trouble focusing on your work, 
but you’ll come up with some fantas¬ 
tic ideas. Write them down. An excit¬ 
ing person aiuacLs your attention. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Huny 
to keep up with your work and spend 
time putting out wildfires. You won’t 
have time to play. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Spend as much lime as possible at 
home. Work could lead to a romantic 
entanglement. Be careful, if you’re not 
ready to settle down. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
Study, you’ll soak up information 
like a sponge. One insight borders on 
genius. Listen to a friend’s com¬ 
plaints and take action. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You 
may gel a windfall. Watch the gutters 
for S20 bills. Take notes, you’ll leant 
a lot! 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Spend 
as much time as possible in medita¬ 
tion or listening to music. You’ll 
leant things that help you succeed. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: You have magical pow¬ 
ers this year. Use them lo serve olhers 
and you'll benefit too. Learn to make 
money and you’ll always be free. 

© WO. Tribune Media Service* 
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Double Talk Can Be Costly 
By Tannah Hirsch 

North-South vulnerable. South for a low-Jevel penalty double, so one 
H i no trump was a reasonable, albeit 

MnwTTT rather conservative, compromise. 

1 a >7 e is q East’s decision to double five dia- 

* a 3 monds does not meet with this depart- 

V K 3 mem’s approval. The trumps are in 

O A 5 3 front of the bidder, and the double 

f KJ5 only serves to warn declarer of the 

WEST EAST evil break. 

A K Q 10 8 4 *J2 KI West led the king of spades 

r? a .110 7 *5 C 9 0 84 ' Normally, declarer would plan to lead 

e V/vJH at job a heart toward the king, subsequently 

ion? lifff ruff a heart in dummy then cash the 

a ° ‘ ace of diamonds and lead a diamond 

SOUTH U p , 0 ^ dosed hand, but in light of 

* A the double that line was doomed to 

<7 9 6 2 fail. Instead, declarer led a heart at 

O Q10 7 6 4 2 trick two and rose with the king when 

+ A Q 10 West followed low. East won the 

heart return with the queen and con- 
he bidding- tinued with a third round, forcing 

W«t North E«t du JT 0 Sondwasco V e^b Vl he 
ft 2 ? S Pass eight and taken with the ten as West 

ft Pass 50 • Dbl showed out After cashing \he ace of 

Ls pS Pass dubs, the queen of clubs was overtak- 

ass Pass Pass en with theldng for a spade ruff. The 

pening lead: King of 4 ten of clubs, overtaken with the jack. 

Judging from the result of this provided the entry for another spade 
jid. East was in the conversion busi- ruffed low as East discarded a club, 
ss. With one careless word. East The six of diamonds to the ace 
tanged a small plus into a large completed East’s discomfiture. At 
inus! trick 12 with 10 tricks in the bank. 

North had a very difficult bid to declarer led a spade through East’s K 
ake on the first round. The quality J of diamonds, and the queen of 
the spade suit was not good enough uumps had to score the fulfilling trick. 

O 1996. Tribune Medo Service* 


SOUTH 
* A 
<7962 
0 Q 10 7 6 4 2 
+ AQ10 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

10 1* 1NT Pass 

20 30 Pass 

40 Pass 50 ' Dbl 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of ♦ 

Judging from the result of this 
hand. East was in the conversion busi¬ 
ness. With one careless word. East 
changed a small plus into a large 
minus! 

North had a very difficult bid to 
make on the first round The quality 
of the spade suit was not good enough 


Jumble 


Unscramble these four 
words, one letter to 
square, to form four ordinary 


HEYNO 


BORNI 


GEANET 


FEYGIF 


beer 

a 


|S HOW THE AfifilDmr 
i L0=T THE Been 
* TRUCK PRIVER. 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


UU AJLiJUU 

DNIHJLOm 

— J3Aup jprui jsaq aqi ija[ tuapiaas aip aioh iramsuy 
ADLH3 1LVQ3N N1SOH A3NOH :s»/«suy 

© IfWfi. Tribune Mcdu Services 


Words of 
Wisdom 


Pride may cause you to 
look foolish sometimes, but it 
also may prevent you from 
looking foolishly at others. 

If you make the world a lit¬ 
tle better, then you have 
accomplished a great deal. 

Good manners reflect good 
virtues. 

• m • 

It’s difficult for sorrow to 

intrude on a busy life. 

# • • 

Original thinking occurs 
after you look at a problem 
with fresh eyes. 


Perseverance is success in 
small degrees — even rocks 
by the sea are eventually 
worn down by the waves. 

© 1996. Tnbtu* Media Service* 





LJjL£JlLSL 

(Ratingsfoe each film begin with a "star" rating—one star mean¬ 
ing u poor ,' 'four meaning “excellent”—followed by the Motion Pic¬ 
ture Association of America rating, and then by a family-viewing 
guide, the key for which appears below.) 

"LEAVINGLAS VEGAS ’’ (MGM/UA,$97.51):Nico¬ 
las Cage and Elisabeth Shue earned rave reviews — and 
Oscar nominations — for their performances as two out¬ 
siders, a just-fired Hollywood agent and a prostitute, who 
become drawn to each other against the colorful backdrop of 
the gambling mecca. Director Mike Figgis also received an 
Academy Award nod for his adaptation of John O'Brien’s 
novel. *** (R: AS, P) 

“OPERATION DUMBO DROP" (Disney, $100.72): 
Based on a true siory, this comedy-adventure features Danny 
Glover as a military commander during the Vietnam war 
who reluctantly becomes involved in a secret operationto 
transport an elephant through rugged jungle territory, an 
undertaking that ultimately turns the animal into a parachut¬ 
ing pachyderm. Ray Liotta and Denis Leary ("The Ref) 
also star. *** (PG: P) 

HELD OVER: "A WALK IN THE CLOUDS" (Fox. 
$100.71): After proving himself adept at action in “ Speed." 
Keanu Reeves turned highly romantic in director Alfonso 
Arau's ("Like Water for Chocolate") drama. Reeves plays a 
married war veteran who poses as the husband of a pregnant, 
unwed woman (Aitana Sanchez-Gijon) to save her from 
potential family disgrace, then truly falls for her: Anthony 
Quinn also appears. *** (PG-13: AS, P) 

"THE BROTHERS McMULLEN ” (Fox. $100.71): 
Edward Bums — a former production assistant at “ Enter¬ 
tainment Tonight" — made an extremely big splash with 
critics and audiences alike as writer, director and co-star of 
this saga of three Irish-American siblings in Long Island. 
Jack Mulcahy and Mike McGIone play the other brothers, as 
the three men trade observations on women and other aspect 
of life. ** (PG-13: AS, P, V) 

“RAGING ANGELS" (Vidmark, $92.99): A melodrama 
with science-fiction undercurrents, this tale casts Sean 
Patrick Flanery — TV's "Young Indiana Jones.” also seen 
last fall in "Powder” — and Monet Mazur as musicians 
drawn into an organization that purports to campaign for 
world peace. However, the couple soon leam that’s only a 
front for a sinister brainwashing scheme: Diane Ladd also is 
featured. ** (R: AS, P, V) 

COMING SOON: "SEVEN" (New Une, March 26): 
Brad Pin and Morgan Freeman play detective partners in the 
thriller about a killer whose crimes follow the seven deadly 
sins. (R) 

“DEVIL IN A BLUE DRESS ” (Columbia/TriStar, April 
2): Denzel Washington plays an amateur 1940s private eye 
drawn into a case involving political corruption. GO 

FAMILY-VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS, adult situa¬ 
tions: N. nudity: P, profanity; V, violence; GV, particularly 
graphic violence. 

O 1996. Tribune Media Service* 


Publi-Graphics sharpens 
skills with regional 
training program 


PUBLI-GRAPHICS 
are conducting a re¬ 
gional training pro¬ 
para for account ser¬ 
vicing personnel from 
offices across the re¬ 
gion. The program is 
called The Marketing 
Lab‘96. 

The four-day train¬ 
ing program was held 
at the Forte Grand, 

Amman, from the 23- 

26 March. Mr William Foley, former Vice president of 
Young & Rubicam and Director of the Young & Rubicam Re¬ 
course center in New York, is the principal trainer for pro¬ 
gram. The Marketing Lab is designed to improve account han¬ 
dlers' skills in aspects of marketing including client 
relationships and creative briefing. 

According to Foley “The Marketing Lab was developed 
jointly by Publi-Graphics and me to give the executives a Set¬ 
ter perspective of marketing and advertising strategies. Numer¬ 
ous case histories from around the world are examined and an¬ 
alyzed during the course of the program.” 

The Marketing Lab *96, is the second of the training pro¬ 
gram in its series. The success of the Marketing Lab conduct¬ 
ed in 1995 in Dubai, has prompted some of Publi-Graphics’s 
clients like Kodak and Royal Jordanian Airlines to send their 
executives for the program. 

Says Mustapha Assad, President and CEO of Publi- 
Graphics "training is very much part of the long term strategy 
of Public-Graphics. We strive to constantly develop the skills 
of our executives so that we deliver a better product to our cli¬ 
ents. in the form of a superior service and great advertising,” 
Publi-Graphics is one of the biggest advertising agency groups 
in the region with 15 offices in 11 countries. Publi-Graphics 
have been in operation for over two decades in the Middle 
East. ■ 


Up-and-coming 
talented students 

By Halloway 

Special to The Star 

MULTI-TALENTED artists and musicians from various 
schools performed in an annual talent show hosted by the Ah- 
Iryyah School for Girls, 28 March, 

The panel of judges, consisting of old-time as well as new 
musicians, cast their votes as an enthusiastic crowd cheered to 
an array of talented singers and musicians vying for the gold 
cup, from the Ahliyyah School for Girls, the Amman National 
School (AMS), the Baccalaureate SchooL, the Bishop School 
of Amman, and the National Orthodox School (NOS). 

Named first-place was Zaid Diram of the AMS, who had 
composed and dramatically performed his own classical 
piece. Reflections of Innocence, on the piano. The piece 
brought the audience from the winter of a youth's tempestu¬ 
ous life into subtle spring. 

Taking second place was talented Taleen Karrash of 
NOS, whose melodramatic voice carried a tune without music 
accompaniment to Didn ‘t We Almost Win. 

Coming in third place was The Best of Arabia, an upbeat 
drum act performed by Sa'ad Khoury and Fadi Boury of 
B$A, which mixed the traditional Middle Eastern durbakeh 
along with Western percussion drums, articulating an East 
Meets West theme. 

Student Council Vice-President Dania Ka tarn eh and her 
peers from The Ahliyyah School for Girls were responsible 
for this well-produced event Musician Hazem Amin provid¬ 
ed sound reinforcement and remarked on the well organiza¬ 
tion of this show and the importance of such shows for the ad¬ 
vancement and advocacy of youth artists in Jordan. ■ 
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Dimona effraie ses voisins 


Farce du ler avril ou reelle menace? 


Supplement en fransais du Star 


■ la. centxale nockSmrc de Dimona situ£e au sud d'lsraSl. 1 une qua- 
_rantaine tte kUomfetres de Tafila, inqui&e depuis une semaine ses 
'■ voisins Jordanians et 6gyptiens. , 

: ; .Une 6qoipe de tfkSvtsion isradlienne a en effet r£v£I£ vojli deux 

■ seiuaines que des fuites risquaient d’appanutre dans Ies conteneurs 
dedechets nucl6aires enfouis sous tens. Certains de ces conteneurs 
ont;30 ans .aloes qbe.des fissures sont apparues sur le mfeme type de 
materielaux Etais-llnis au bout de 20 ans. 

■ Scion des analyses effsctn£es cette semaine par, les autorit&jor- 
daniennes, attain niveau ihhabrtuel de radiation n'a enregistrf 

- rfans fc sod de la Jordanie. De son cOtfi, 1-Egypte a d&add la citation 
U’un coinite: de snrvi poor.enqufiter sur ■ Texistence d’£ventueiles 
fin les, tandisque la Ligue aiabe doit, elks, se rfiunir le 9 avril pour 
examiner le danger £ventuel de ces conteneurs. . ' • 


%U ler avril coincide cette annie en Jordanie avec la rotation dans lesjoumaux d'une 
bien Orange cirimonie. Depuis une dizaine de jours, plusieurs articles font etm dun possible 
suicide collectifsur le site de P&ra. Une mystirieuse sects neeriandmse semble effet avoir 
choisi Vendroit le plus touristique du pays pour demander a ses adeptes de se Conner la mart 
le 14 avril, «le jour du Jugemenl dernier». II s'agirait de la secte "Immanuel Movement*, 
baste t Waddinxven, pris de La Hague, une socittt qui ne compter ait pas plus d'une cenUdne 
d'adeptes. . 

Les autoritts nierlandaises essaienl aujourd’hui de verifier cette information mats tisne 
disposent que de peu d'indices. Elies ne peuvent compter pour Vinstant que sur les 
timoignages inquiets de parents de manbres de la secte selon lesquels certains membres 
aurcdent achett un ticket oiler pour Amman. 

Mats U est actuellement difficile de rqpirer les eventueh membres de cette secte au milieu des 
touristes nieriandais, cinq groupes de touristes bataves compreruuit entre 18 et 5 m personnel, 
itant attendus dans les trois jours pricidant le 14 avriL 


SELON 




Le 30 mars &- 

tail autrefois «le jour de 
la terre>» pour les PaJes- 
tiniens. Une joumle au 
coins de laquelle on com- 
mdmorait la terre paiesti- 
nienne occupde depuis 
1948. Ce jour du mois de 
mars qui symbolisait la 
solidarity du peuple pa¬ 
les tinien dans son com¬ 
bat pour I'acquisition 
d'une terre propre, datait 
de 1976. 

Cette ann6e-l;L Israel a 
dficidd de confisquer des 
milliers d'hectares de 
terre dans des villages 
arabes situ6s dans le nord 
de la Palestine. 

Des graves populaires 
et des manifestations eu- 
rem lieu aprfcs cene deci¬ 
sion. Mais rien n'y fit et 
ces requisitions entrferent 
en vigueur le 30 mars. 

Les protestations qui 
suivirent pendant des an- 
n£es n'ont jamais 6t6 en- 
tendues. Et aujourd'hui. 
avec la nouveUe tie de 
paix. ni les mddias. ni les 
polidciens, n’essaient de 
se souvenir de cette lutte. 
AuparavanL avant la si¬ 
gnature de paix , les ma¬ 
dias profitaient ce cette 
occasion pour mettre le 
conflil isradlo-palestinien 
sous les feux de 
l’actualit£. 

Le 30 mars 6tait deve- 
nu un sujet bateau que 
nul ne pouvait dviter en 
Jordanie. La television, 
par exemple, diffusait 
des films et des docu¬ 
mentaries sur le traiie- 
ment des jeunes prison- 
niers palestiniens, sur 
1'usage de la torture en 
Israel, ou bien sur la con¬ 
tradiction entre 1'image 
de la d£mocratie israe- 
lienne dans le monde et 
son application dans ies 
territories occup£s. Les 
chaines diffusaient aussi 
des chansons patrio- 
tiques. des interviews 
avec des miliiaires ou 
des intellectuels se pen¬ 
chant sur ce conflit. 

Aujourd'hui. toule tra¬ 
ce dc cette joumee a dis- 
paru. Des deux cotes, on 
a decide que l'£poquc de 
la guerre etait revolue et 
qu'evoquer le passe ne 
pouvait rien apportcr dc 
bon. On prcferc se 
souvenir de 1'image 
d'Arafal et Rabin se ser- 
rant la main sous les 
yeux de millions dc t£)6s- 
peclateurs et de ccnlaincs 
de chefs d'Etat. Ravis. les 
Palestiniens croyaient a- 
lors pouvoir fonder leur 
propre pays, lls ne pen- 
saient pas que la viola¬ 
tion de leurs droits allait 
durer et que l'accord si- 
gne 6 tail des6quilibr£. 

Et aujourd'hui. loin dc 
l'dclairagc m£diatique 
qui existaii pour la signa¬ 
ture du traite de paix. 
I'emprisonnement des 
jeunes Palestiniens et le 
bloucage des territoires 
continuent. 

Le contexte actuel de 
paix ne doit pas tout faire 
oublier. Et commdmorer 
une terre qui n'appanient 
toujours pas rdcllement 
aux Palestiniens reste 
cfactuality. II est en tout 
cas impossible de tirer un 
trait sur tout le passe, et 
decider de ne plus com- 
m£merer cene joumee ne 
fait pas oublier 1c combat 
et ies souffrances ac- 
tuelles des Paiestiniens.B 


Oroub el Abed 


Lejourdain, ony 
revient 

Tons les jeudis dans le 

Star 
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Economic 

Entre reves et cauchemars 


Pour se consoler d'un marche boursier deprime en 
mars, la Jordanie peut se rejouir d'une ameliora¬ 
tion encourageante de ses exportations en 1995. 


Entretien 

«La Jordanie, une economie de services# 

Depuis 1991, Pierre Boedoz occupait le poste d'attache commercial 
au Poste d'expansion economique de VAmbassade de France. 
Une experience qui lui permet, a la veille de son depart pour 
Sarajevo, de dresser un bilan de Veconomie jordanienne. 


Mars etait un mots 
iriste sur le marche financier 
d'Amman. Les r&ves des inves- 
tisseurs semblent aujourd'hui 
etre des cauchemars. Les taux 
d'int6rfit £levfs el Ies soucis des 
Jordaniens concemant la situa¬ 
tion en Palestine sont deux des 
raisons expliquant la chute du 
prix des actions & Amman. El 
pour le moment, le mois d'avril 
ne semble pas s'annoncer 
mieux. La pi u pan des observa- 
teurs pensent en effet que la si¬ 
tuation ne s'ameiiorera pas 
avant les elections israeliennes 
pnSvues fin mal. Un pessimis- 
me, partage aussi par beaucoup 
d'economisles jordaniens. qui 
contribue it deprimer la bourse 
du pays. 

Les chiffres de la balance du 
commerce ext£rieur pour 
l'annde 1995 sont eux plus en- 
courageants. Pour la premiere 
fois, le montant des exporta¬ 
tions a depasse le milliard de 
dinars, soit une hausse de 211 
millions de dinars par rapport a 
1994. Les importations ont 
eNes aussi augmentd. passant 
de 2^6 milliards de dinars en 
1994 h 2,59 milliards 1'annde 
demibre. Si le deficit commer¬ 
cial reste important 11 faut tout 


Principaux pays foumisseurs de la Jordanie 
(les services ne sont pas inclus dans ces chiffres 
exprimes en millions de dinars) 



1995 

1994 

Irak 

316 

291 

Etats-Unis 

241 

233 

Ailemagne 

218 

184 

Italie 

139 

139 

Royaume-Uni 

125 

121 

France 

119 

112 


de mcme noter qu'en pourcen- 
tage. la hausse des importations 
entre Ies deux demi&res amides 
est bien inferieure it celle des 
exportations. Encore loin de 
Cequilibrc. I'dconomic jorda¬ 
nienne peut se rejouir de cette 
amelioration et se dire qu'elle 
est sur la bonne voie pour peut- 
etre un jour rdaliser son rSve: 
un excedcnt des exportations 
sur les importations. 


Un pret de 40 millions de 
dollars pour la Jordanie 


.. James Wotfcnsohn, president dc la Banque mondiale, a an- 
nonce au terme d'une v-isite en Jordanie que la Banque mondiale 
venair d'accorder un pr£t de 40 millions de dollars & la Jordanie. 
Cet argent est destine & r£activer le secteur prive et £ rdduire le 
chOmage dans le pays. */? ressort clairemau des diffirents en- 
iretiens que fai eus id que la Jordanie a entrepris avec succes 
un programme de reformes econamiques majeures qui vont 
faire de Vteonomie jordanienne une rivale competitive sur le 
marche regional et mondial 


Les differents bilans 6cono- 
miques dresses pour ranndc 
1995 pcrmettenl d'examiner la 
place de la France au sein des 
differents pays foumisseurs de 
La Jordanie. Comme en td- 
moigne le tableau ci-dessous. 
ies Franfais ont augmente en 
1995 leurs ventes h la Jordanie. 
Elle conforte ainsi sa place 
dans un groupe de trois pays, 
avec lltalie et le Royaume-Uni. 
qui luttent pour se placer juste 
deniftre les trois plus gros four- 
nisseuxs, Hrak. les Elats-Unis 
et l'Allemagne. Et si cette ten¬ 
dance continue, la France ayant 
enregisire en 1995 une plus 
forte augmentation de ses ex¬ 
portations en Jordanie que 
lltalie ou le Royaume-Uni, le 
classement pourrait peut-etre 
s'inverser dans les annecs 5 vc- 
nir.B 

Riad al Khouri 

Meba S JLR.L. 


Votre arrives en Jor¬ 
danie voilit quatre ans et demi 
coincident avec le dibut de 
"I'aprbs guerre du Colfe 
Comment la France s'est-clle 
adapUe a cette nouveUe 
donne? 

Lore dc mon arrivee, la Jor¬ 
danie se remctiaii d'une double 
crise. politique el financitrc: la 
devaluation de 1988 el la 
gueree du Golfe. Lc Poste 
d'expansion deonomique pen- 
sail alors que l'afflux de 350000 
personnes dans ce pays repre- 
sentait une farce pour 
('economie jordanienne. it 
s'agissait en effet de personnes 
ayant connu d'autres habitudes 
de consommation, avec un pou¬ 
voir d'achal asscz important. II 
etait done logique dc 
s'intercsser au commerce cou- 
rant cl 5 la ventc de pruduits 
manufactures. 


une politique d'ajustements 
structurels pour nlpondre aux 
exigences du FMI et de la 
Banque mondiale. On peut au¬ 
jourd'hui parler dc reussite car 
ious les paramdIres macro- 
economiques (inflation, evolu¬ 
tion du PIB. investissement....) 
sont au vcn. 


Quelle position occupe la 
France dans ce domaine? 

Le bui de la France est en 
fait de s'aligner sur des pays 
comme 1'Italie. le Royaume- 
Uni. Or, en 1995. la France a 
reussi a se rapprochcr du Ro¬ 
yaume-Uni et dc (Italic. La 
force dc la France est d'etre re- 
lativemcnt pr£senle sur tous les 
secreurs, et en particulicr l'61ec- 
tricite. les phosphates et deri¬ 
ves. les vehiculcs et des pro- 
duits traditionnels comme les 
cosmetiqucs. 


Quel est le point foible de la 
Jordanie? 

C'cst un pays qui a du mal h 
exporter. Et cn meme temps, 
die continue a trop importer, 
revere d'une politique econo- 
mique lib6ralc. 

Lc pays -£taic aussi iris en- 
dettd. Mais depuis 1992. les au- 
torites ont redressd la situation 
pour rameuer lc montant dc la 
dette Jt environ 959r du Produii 
interieur brut. Cette diminution 
a notammerit 6x& possible grdee 
h 1'annulation d'une panie des 
deties, ainsi que lc rachat par- 
tiel de certaines deucs. 



Depuis 1991, Pierre Boedoz etait attache commercial au 
Poste d'expansion economique d'Amman. 


bles dconomiques. En echangc. 
die peut faire venir de ia main- 
d'oeuvre a bon marche pour, 
notammenu son agriculture. 


Sur quciles forces peut 
s'appuyer la Jordanie pour 
dcvelopper son iconomie? 

Les res sources de la Jordanie 
nc sont malheureusement pas 
ires nombreuses au niveau des 
matitrcs premieres ou du sous- 
sol. La Jordanie est en fait une 
economic de services et die 
sail ires bien jouer cette cane. 


Comment jugez-vous au¬ 
jourd'hui la situation de 
I’iconomie jordanienne? 

La Jordanie, aprtis avoir 
large men t vdcu au dcssus dc 
ses moyens grSce aux aides des 
pays du Golfe, a du engager 


De quelle faqon? 

La formation, par exemple. 
tient un role trfes important 
dans ce pays. Les dtudes supe- 
rieures y sont ddveloppdes. El 
une fois que les relations bilaid- 
rales auront compl£icmcnt rc- 
pris avec lous les pays du 
Golfe, la Jordanie pourra pro¬ 
poser d'expatrier des responsa- 


Pensez-vous que la Jorda¬ 
nie puisse etre choisie par cer¬ 
tains Etats occidentaux pour 
di local is er des productions? 

PUs vraiment car les condi¬ 
tions de reussite d'une delocali¬ 
sation dependent du marchd in¬ 
terieur du pays qui doit etre 
capable d'absorber une partie 
de la production. Or. id. le 
marche interieur est trop re¬ 
straint avec un peu plus de qua¬ 
tre millions d'habitants. 

Dc plus, il existe un effet de 
mode en mature de delocalisa¬ 
tion, et l'Asie reste une region 
privildgjde dans ce domaine. 
Seul Israel peut etre cn fait sus¬ 
ceptible d'implantcr certaines 
de ses industries dans ce pays. 


Riad al Khouri 


Une fois la paix revenue 


Anniversciire 


Robert Doisneau le photographe du quotidien 


Vo Ha deux ans disparaissait Robert Doisneau, le plus populaire des photographes frangais. Cet amoureux de Paris a 
laisse derriere lui une oeuvre tendre et poetique dans laquelle Vhumour est tres present. Portrait du «pecheur d’images». 


Doisneau est avant tout un 

gamin de la banlieue de Paris. Geniiliy est 
son lieu de naissance qu'il ne rcniera jamais, 
reaiisont meme un documentaire a ia fin d? 
sa vie. Montrouge. son lieu residence, uepuis 
1937. C'est dans cc cadre que nait sa voca¬ 
tion de photographe iiiuslratcur. Decu par 
une formation de graveur filhographe. it 
integre un atelier d'art graphique. C'est la 
qu'il s'initie a ia photographic et reaiisc son 
reve d'enfam. inscrire des decors sur la sur¬ 
face sensible. II entre ensuitc comme photo- 
graphe chez Renault. Seines de vie vies ouv- 
riers aliement avec des photographies 
Industrie]les ou didaaiques. Licencic p5ur 
retards r6p6t6s. il travaiile ulors comme pho¬ 
tographe inddpendanL 
Pendant la guerre, il vir de 
peu ies commandes de pho 
tographies publicitaires. Il 
illustre aussi un ouvrage 
sur les sciemifiqucs de son 
6poque. Mais surtout. il 
fixe des moments uniques 
de la vie quotidienne ii Pa 
ris sous ('occupation alle 
mande. insistant sur cette vie 
qui continue malgr£ les 
at£as: la jeunessc dum 
on contrdle l'identit^, 
en bicyclette sur ies 


lepoque sc nomment Blaise Cendrars ou 
Prcvcrt (voir cncadnf). lous nourris dc ccttc 
tradition orale ci populaire. Le style du 
• pecheur d'images* se precise. Ses cad rages 
som dc plus cn plus real isles, son tumoi- 
gnage plus direct el plus pur encore. Il laisse 
parfer les images sans parti-pris Les sculs 
ccarts a ccs photographies real isles sont ses 
hricolaees. ses photo-montages ci photogra¬ 
phies cxp6ri me males. 


A la recherche (fun 
passe disparu 

Parmi les genres dc la photographic, lc 
portrait tient unc large place chez cet huma- 
ntste qui s'est -.fabrique'-. scion son expres¬ 
sion. -un petit theatre de pereonnes». Ainsi 
des contacts fortuits se meient sans hiCrar- 
ic avec des amitids c£ibbres. Ses portraits 
d'ani&tes et d'inicllcctucls, comme ccux 
d'anonymes, reve lent sa passion de la 
mise cn sc^ne. En entrant dans leur intim- 
itd. on penirtre peu 5 peu dans le secret de 
leur oeuvre. On y decouvre I'ficrivain 
Cocteau dans son intfrieur avec sa gouver- 
runte. son chat siamnis et son tableau noir 
d'dcolier ou i] inscrit son pro¬ 
gramme de travail. La si¬ 
lhouette du sculpteur Jean 
Arp se d&roupe dc profil 
entre deux de ses sculp¬ 
tures blanches. C'est 
avec ce meme souci 
que Doisneau nous dc- 
peint col lection ncurs. 
concierges ou cln- 
chards, fascini par 
ccs person nali ids. 

Ainsi figures dc le- 
gende ou illustres 
inconnus. Ies uns 
comme ies autres de- 
viennem familiers. El 
s’il sail capter fhomme de la 
nie. c'cst parcc qu’il a lut- 
msme ri. vecu avec cene 


phies pour ic magazine Life, en rdalite des 
comcdiensembauchcspour loccusion,sent- 
blent plus vrais que nature. 

Doisneau est tin lemoin dc son temps. H 
immortalise un passe disparu. gouaillcur cl 
populaire II fixe aussi des lieux aujourd'hui 
dispams. 

A la fin de sj vie. Doisneau revicnl u ses 
origines ct traqur les transformalions du 
paysugc urbain. II realise alors dc longs re¬ 
portages dc commando, nntamment cn l l »84. 
sur Ies ban li cues nuuvclics. Dc ccs images 
cn coulcur res.snn tome la Troidcur ressentie 
par Doisneau devant ccs constructions. 

Ccttc nostalgic qui Ic puussc .i chorelurr 
des vestiges du passif, enmme lc bistroi -«Au 
bon coin- encore dchout it cute d’un imnicu- 
blc dc beton. 

Avcc Doisneau, la capitate ct sa banlieue 
sc dccouvrcnt dans lc temps ci 1’cspacc sous 
plusieurs visages. Clicht aprfcs cliclic. pour- 
t.mt. lc ton pcrsisic. i humanite tr.insparait dc 
ses multiples portraits. L'humour tcinte dc 
derision s'immiscc derriere les images les 
plus durcs. Pour Ic speclutcur. les murs sc 
remplisscnl dc vie el dc gaiety. ■ 


Le poete et le photographe 


I nes Somarriba 


champs Elysdes. les 
diners & la lueur dcs 
bougies. Cette pe 
riode noire, Dois¬ 
neau Ia loumc en 
derision dans 

maintes photos en 
jouant 1’insoiite: 
un homme pro- 
menant un lapin 
en laisse dans les 
jandins du 

Champ-de-Mars 
avec en fond la 
Tour Eiffel; les jar 1 
dins des Tuileries 

transformis en 

jardin potager. 

La periodc 
1945-1960 est la 
plus feconde de 
son oeuvre. Ren 
comrcs et ami' 
ti£s marquem ses 
photos. En entrant 
a I'agcnce Rapho. 
il y gagne la sdcuri 
i£ mais en meme 
temps une ccr 
laine liberty de 
photographier. 

Ses compag- 

nons de j Robert Doisneau photographic en 1990par Peter Hamjlton 


Plusieurs ouvrages de photos sur le Paris 
de Robert Doisneau ou bien son amine avcc 
Jacques Prcvcrt sont disponihles au CCF. 


• Jacques Prcvert cl Robert Doisneau 
£taient dcs amis. Ensemble, ils ont de- 
couvcrt Paris ct ses quartiers populaires 
qui ont domic rant dc photos ct inspire 
rant dc textes. Comme cc portrait dc 
Doisneau par Preven. 

■'...quattd le dormeur 
cveillc mms encore ii demi 
plongc dans ses mitle et 
unc nuits rencontre Rob¬ 
ert Doisneau qui lui snuril 
dans la pauvre lumierc de 
la Peripherie, il snunt 
aussi ou simplemcnt le re- 
garde as'cc une indiffer¬ 
ence amusee ct sc laisse 
tirer lc portrait. 

Sans me fiance, car 
que!que chose lui du qu’il 
est en pays de formers- 
sanr.c et qu’il a affaire a 
un com/tagnon du vovage, 
un compatriote dc la vie. 

(...) 

Cela, Robert Doisneau 
le sail ct lorsqu’il travaiile 
a la SuUvettc. c’est avec un 
humour frate met et sans Jacques Pr\ 


aucun complete de superiority qu’il 
dispose son miroir a aloucttes, sa 
pitgerie de braconnier ct c'est tou- 
jnurs a i'imparfait dc I'objcctif qu'il 
coajugue le verbe photographier > 




Jacques Privert d Paris photographii en 1955par 
Doisneau. 


%A-*- i « 




i. 


unc 

forme d'auto- 
portrait que 
nous b- 
vre I'anisie- 
Cc meme 
sens du ddcor 
et de la misc 
en seine, Dois¬ 
neau {'utilise 
pour des com- 
mandcs idles 
que la sCrie des 
Baisers. 


y * 




C’est la vie 
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dans la region, pensez-vous 
que la Jordanie continuera a 
benificier des mimes retom- 
bees iconomiques liies a sa 
politique exterieure? 

Ce pays reste un carrefour 
par sa position gdographique et 
politique. Lc funir Elat pales- 
tinien aura besoin de voisins 
comme la Jordanie pour 1'aider. 
et i'importante communaut£ pa- 
lestinienne rdsidam en Jordanie 
d£veloppera bien sOr beaucoup 
d'dchonges avec ce nouvcl Etat. 

Par ailieurs, la Jordanie con¬ 
tinue h. etre tres importante 
pour link, qui a notamment 
besoin d'un port, LTitstoire 
commune de ces deux pays ne 
doit pas etre oubH£e. En fait, 
1'Irak a besoin d'un petit frfere 
comme la Jordanie. et la Jorda¬ 
nie a besoin du p£trolc iraki- 
enJI 
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L agenda frangais d'Amman 
Cinema 

" L 2 T !? L ] e l l * Ucttc ”- une comedie de Philippe le Guay 
e ® a ' > ril a 20h00 au Centre culturel frangais 

(CCF). 



Pr '**tiaZ 

*Shoes 


•French 


*La petite secondc d'etemite*. C'est ainsi que Robert Dots- 
neau avait ligendi eette photo prise a Paris en 1950 L 


Video 

-franvi'.mitrmnd cl les grands Iravaux*. Ie 10 
avn 7 aL > CCF. Un ^Bouillon de culture» en- 
regtstre le 14/04/95 consacre aux travaux effect 
durant les deux septennats de Francois Mitterrand 

Conference 

Urb ?. in dc Pitm "‘ ,e 9 avriI a 18h00 w 

. ‘ n f con ^fence illustree de diapositives don - 

fTnnSc Jea ?" N ^ arie Duntzer, directeur de Hnstitut 

^.°? ,qUe du Pr oche-Orient et prof®: 
scur a 1 University de Paris I 


*■*£&*&? 
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Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre. 661026/7 

American Centre Library.82010! 

British Council. 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre_.... 637009 

Goethe Institute.641993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish).— 610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre.639777 

Haya Arts Centre... 665195 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A__-.664251 

Darar al Funun- 643252 

Alia Art Gallery. 639303 

Baladna Art Gallery.. 657132 

Nabil Al Mashini Theirre ..m...... 675571 

Nabil & Hi sham's Theatre.625155 


Concord Cinema. 677420 

Plaza Cinema.699238 

Philadelphia Cinema.634144 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City.667181/5 

Orthodox Club. 810491 

Royal Automobile Club.815410 

Royal Shooting Club.736572 

■Royal Chess Club.673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.676990 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.S43555 

R-S.C.N.837931/837937 



Government Depts. 


y,, • * 




To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the Electronic Sign Boards on the ■ 
of SAFEWAY Bldg.. 6SHNANA Center - Jabal Alhussien & DOWNTOWN call 630367 


The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111 

Agriculture...".686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs.666141 

Culture / Jabal Amman.636391 

Education & Higher Education.669181 

Energy & Mineral Resources.815615 

Finance.636321 

Foreign Affairs.644361 

Indusuy & Trade. 663191 

Information.641467 

Interior Ministry...66311! 

Justice. 663101 


Labour.69S186 

Municipalities & Environment.641393 

Parliamentary Affairs.641211 

Planning.644466 

Post & Communications.624301 

Public Health.665131 

Public Works & Housing .668481 

Social Development.673191 

Supplies.602121 

Tourism & Antiquities.642311 

Transport.641461 

Water & Irrigation.680100 

Youth / University.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 


Australian. 

. 673246/7 

..644635 


.664148/9 

Brazilian . 

. 642183 

Belgian-- 

. 675683 
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Airiines 


Adna Airways.667029 

Aeroflot . 641510 

Air Canada. 630S79 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .683301/2 


Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean. 823360 

Cyprus Honoraiy Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 ! 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 | 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German. 689351 

Greek... 671331/2 

Hungarian!.815614 

Icelandic Consulate.69S851 

Indian .. 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Iraqi.639331 

Italian.638185 

Japanese. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti ...* . 675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands. 619699 / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate.636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani.686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines.-. 645I6I 

Polish .. 637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian. 814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki, Consulate .645312 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish... 669177/9 

Swiss!. 686416/7 

Syrian ......;. 641076 

Taiwan... (>71530 

Tunisian ....a.. 674307/8 

Turkish .. 641251 

U.A.E___ 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.823100 

United States. 820101 

Yemen .:. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 66819! 

ESCWA.694351/8 

1CRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA. 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


i Alitalia.6252m 

Alyemda (Airyement... 

American Airlines. 

Arab Wines_ 

.653691 

.... 669068 

Austrian Airlines.. 637380/667028 
Balkan Airlines.. wwiftq 

British Midland.. 

British Airways . 

Cathay Pacific. 

694802 

866151 

628596 

China Airlines. 

636 n 32 

Cyprus Airways. 

Delta Air Lines. 

Egvpt Air. 

667028 
.643661 
63001I 

Emirates Airlines. 

643341 

653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 

6'>'>27_5 

Iberia.637827/644036 


Japan AirLines 
L 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 
Libyan Arab Airlines. 643831/2 


Malaysian Airline 

639575/653446 


Olympic. 

630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines 

.640200 

PIA . 

w—.mi.ii 

Polish Airlines . 

. 625981 

Qantas . 

641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian. 

. 678321 


Scandinavian Airlines. 
Singapore Airlines. 

. 604499 

. 676177 

_ 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 
Svrian Air. 622147 

United Airiines. 

USAir. 

.641959 

. 694801/2 


637380 

Thai Airways. 

Trans World Airline.... 
Turkish Airlines . 

. 637195 

. 623430 

.659102 

Yemenia Airways. 

Queen Alia Airport. 

.628175 

(08) 53' , 00 

RJ Flight Info...".. 

..(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina 1.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday IntT.312426 

Miramar.314340 


important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police.7871! 1 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternitv.642441/2 

Al-Ahli, Abdali.664164/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafich....775l 11/26 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital. 667227/9 

Antal Hospital. 674155 

Army. Marka..891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Iialian-AI-Muhajreen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity..". 644281/6 

Malhas. J. Amman.636141 

Palestine. Shmcisani.6t>4171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
1 University Hospital.S45845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.S96390 

Water Co mplaims.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 



' There are certainly so 
many ways to enjov the 
' ‘ UnriUE CABZAJR 
hum!!! . 

Most welcome to phone 
Most welcome to come ' 



BUSINESSMAN HIDE 


C'o?n/o/t 


Hotel Suites 


L 

Comfort 

JS Service 
Location 


Sweifyieh § 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 





C&teb 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 


mmmm 


CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


OAINITEI 

mm* 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.o.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 



NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 



. - • : . 
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Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Body skin treatment 
O Make-up 

O European manicures «£• 
pedicures 





pizza 

•Hut 

World’s No.l Pizza Chain 

Now Open 

our new Restaurant in 
University Street, 
across froth the main 
entrance of the 
University of Jordan. 



True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 



SS2& fr.SC.SC 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shnteisatii 

Tel: 693399 



Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun, Almouhtaseb Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 


J-LiL-jcVvS' 


T e 1: 6 6 6 7 0 5 


iw® ... 

as 


The mc-s! pleasurable shbppinp 
c\pener.c; li's just abou- 
c-. rp ihiR^ ; ou need, at low prices. 
Anmin-Tih Circle Tei 


de pLiriw 

r d'imnpi 






Back in stock 

-Celestine Prophecy 

-Memories, Dreams, Reflections 

-Men are from Mars, Women from Venus 

-19th Century Lithographs by David Roberts and Bartlett 

Also 19th century Lithographs 
By David Roberts + Bartlett 




Cafe Restaurant 

Different 

jabel Amman Tel: 645229 


RANT 


Funny Bunny Funny Bunny 


THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUMBERGER IN 



AQABA GULF HOTEL 


* * * * 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 



Economic Perspectives 

Jordan's authoritative economic 

_ . _ . newsletter Published every two weeks. 

^'*7 7 \ //— A variable by subscription only. 

' „ \ For a free copy call Raed at 652-380 



ualitv in 1 


Develop vour colour film at our 
shop and get: 

«" JUMBO photo size 
30% larger 
*•“ free enlargement 
20 X 30 cm 

Shmeisani- Opp. Grind- 
lavs Bank. 

Phone: 604C42 
Swefieh. Phone S23893 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Anwiati, 
nearAhliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

i DfNfc- IN .TAKE AWAY £ UELIVERYI 
Mecca st. Jab’r Trade Center 


To 

Advertise 
m this 
space. ca21 
as at 
652-380 


■I Tbe most delicious ■ 'frTj£:r i J- _•“?» 

n Arabic Sweets J 


Ail types of Bread 


7th circle. Tel. 820099 


PIZZA?, SIvAC-v?. CASES 
Seated i Tji e 
\jJ 1 dtp) 

Shir.eiserJ. Tei. 


[Tit: 


li'M’i'K+f 

•MiMM 

■L\ 


*Professional Drycleaning 
*Shoes Repair 
*Daming 
*Engraving 

^Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber Sc Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tei: 679947 


THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at. 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique g fi f If, 
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Al - Jaber Shopping Center , Mecca St. Phone : 821656 & 814714 


ie CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 

ire cu' tut . --- 


... Ifl 1 '' $ 

I,-in de ^ *** ■ 






/ 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Wasfi Al- Tal St 

Tel: 695180 
Fax: 682525 


& 


Bexrakeh Ante Service Gemtez 


. B.ARAKEH j 


carriage" CARRIAGE RentaCar carriage carriage 


veoffen- c, l 

❖ Computerized Engine Check Electro Mechanical car check __ \ 

❖ Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintanance | j 

Oil Change \ sara i&Ef 

Wasfi Al-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 


9 .mM* 1 v 

e 1^: 




Not au “ cafe's a are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 




The Place For Finest j§§5| 

Arabic Setting jg® 

Close Enough To Get Mm | A 
Away From It All -fef 


Al- Shmeisani, Near Ata AU> Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel. : 698005 



I# kliife : i| 
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COMPUTING & HIGH TI 
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Edited by Zeid Nasser 



New Microsoft products bring good 
looks and productivity to the internet 

True type fonts for the Web; free Internet information 
server; Internet assistent for Microsoft Excel 


The 


p=, ^ 


BY GASSIER 




Eurocom introduces the regions first locally made and 
locally branded range of multimedia upgrade kits: 

Euromedia’s multimedia kits 


EUROCOM. THE No 1 dis¬ 
tributor in the Middle East for 
CD software and multimedia 
products announced the release 
of the Euromedia multimedia 
upgrade kits. These are the first 
multimedia kits known to be 
locally packed and locally mar¬ 
keted from Eurocom's head¬ 
quarters in Dubai. 

The Eurornedia range of 
multimedia kits include both 
large kit. known as the Mega 
kit, and a starter kit known as 
the Lite KiL Both the Mega 
and the 


such as aztech systems of Sin¬ 
gapore who are the second larg¬ 
est manufacturer of sound cards 
in the world: optics storage the 
only current manufacturer of 
10-speed drivers; hitachi and 
mitaumi who are both mamoth 
CD rom drive manufacturers; 
labtec a top-quality Canadian 
speaker manufacturer, and 
others. 

Eurocom who is the only 
trade-only distributor who 
focuses exclusively on multi- 
media products also announces 


puter Reseller News'), and it is 
this market segment that Euro- 
come is addressing with the 
plain white packaged version. 
The retail versions are best 
suited for the mass merchandis¬ 
ers and the many retail outlets 
in the region. 

Eurocom will be extending 
their support for the new Euro¬ 
media multimedia product 
range across the whole region 
through their existing customer 
network of over 200 resellers 
and dealers. 



Lite kits 
will be 

available m 

with either ■ 

English or I 

Arabic 
multimedia 

CD _ 

software. 

Eurocom has become well 
known across the region as 
being one of the leading inno¬ 
vators in the distribution of 
multimedia products in the 
Middle East. The demand for 
multimedia kits from the 
reseller base across the region 
has resulted in the Euromedia 
projects begin born. 

“We consulted our customer 
channel, and worked on this 
project for over six-months 
evaluating and selecting quality 
manufacturers to work with," 
commented Alistair Menzies 
Anderson, managing director 
of Eurocom. In terms of pric¬ 
ing. Eurocom has a reputation 
to defend, and the new Euro¬ 
media multimedia kits are posi¬ 
tioned well ahead of the com¬ 
petition. With respects to 
quality. Eurocome has elected 
to go with a select number, of 
brand-name manufacturers; 


the introduction of the ‘Euro¬ 
com guarantee" program with 
all our Euromedia products. 
The Eurocom guarantee is our 
promise to the end-user that the 
Eurornedia product to their 
dealer within a limited time- 
frame if they cannot get their 
product working properly.- 

The Eurornedia kits will 
optionally either contain Eng¬ 
lish or Arabic CD software. 
This means the Eurornedia kits 
will be the only multimedia kits 
in the Middle East with Arabic. 
CD software. Our Arabic CD 
software is supplied through 
our strategic relationships .with 
both future publishers of Leba¬ 
non and Khalifa Computers of 
Egypt, two of the largest pub¬ 
lishers of Arabic multimedia 
software. 

Approximately 603- of all 
PCs sold in the Middle East are 
locally assembled (source Com- 


The 

Eurornedia 
Ilte multi- 

^ mb mm media 

IIWI sr kit 

W m VI complete 

with CD 

______ rom drive, 

sound card, 
40-watt speakers and 10 CD 
software titles. Hie Eurornedia 
Mega multimedia upgrade kit 
comes with the CD rom drive, 
sound card. 40-watt speakers, 
joystick, desk-mounted stereo 
microphone and 28 CD soft¬ 
ware titles the Eurornedia mul¬ 
timedia products will be 
released with “street pricing” 
for end-users starting at $199 
for the basic lite 4x list and 
going all the way up to S430 
for the Mega 8x arabic list. 
Eurocom are the regions larg¬ 
est distributor of multimedia 
products, and distribute a wide 
range of multimedia hardware 
products as well as stock over 
500 different CD software 
titles from the world’s largest 
publishers of games, education 
and reference software. For 
further information contact 
Eurocome in Dubai at tele¬ 
phone++8714 512612. ■ 


DUBAI—They say that the 
best things in life are free and 
that is certainly true of the new 
Internet Information Server 
(IIS) from Microsoft, available 
on-line free of charge and soon 
to become a standard compo¬ 
nent of the Windows NT 
Server Network Value Pack. 

Such is the popularity of US 
that the product is currently 
being downloaded at the rate 
of once every 30 seconds and 
there were 21.000 new users in 
the first seven days. 

The new product outper¬ 
forms UNIX and other _ 

Windows NT-based 
Web Servers. It is the 
first Web server inte¬ 
grated with the Win¬ 
dows NT Server net¬ 
work operating system. 

It performs more than 
four times faster than 
the NetScape Netsite 
server for Windows NT. 

The product allows 
customers to deploy 
Web sites on the Inter¬ 
net and within corporate 
networks, or internets, 
and its integration. With 
the Microsoft BackOf¬ 
fice family of products 

it enables a new genera- - 

lion of Web applica¬ 
tions and can make thousands 
of existing database and mas¬ 
saging applications “Web- 
enabled” immediately. 

US provides the most pow¬ 
erful Web server available and 
is optimized for the Windows 
NT Server, which provides 
reliability and advanced fault 


Tolerance, as well as built-in 
security. The IIS graphical set¬ 
up can install and run all Inter¬ 
net services in less than 10 
minutes in most cases, com¬ 
pared with UNIX servers that 
can take hours to install. 


Richer Web pages 


technology that downloads 
TrueType fonts to consumer 
PCs -as needed, and a royalty- 
free cross platform licensing 
program for Microsoft’s high 
performance. TrueType raste- 
rizer, which allows all plat¬ 
forms to support TrueType 
technology. 


Jordan: An Internet battleground 


Meanwhile. Microsoft has 
announced that its TrueType 
font technology has been 
extended to the World Wide 
Web, allowing designers to 


Microsoft Excel 
Internet Assistant 



create great-looking Web pages 
that consumers can view, even 
if they haven’t bought the spe¬ 
cific typefaces for their own 
PCs. 

The TrueType-for-the-Web 
solution will include a core set 
of no-charge fonts designed for 
superb on-screen appearance 
and readability, embedding 


Microsoft has launched the 
Internet Assistant for Microsoft 
Excel (1A-Excel) in 
add-in wizard which 
will provide users 
with the ability to 
0 create and distribute 

Microsoft Excel docu¬ 
ments on-line for 
viewing with any pop¬ 
ular browsers. 

0 The 1 A-Excel, by 

pressing a series of 
- buttons, will assist 

user in converting 
’ their spreadsheet data 

0 to HTML format, 

either as a separate 
document or into an 
existing HTMT. 
document. 

_I The product is 

designed for Excel 7-0 
for Windows 95 and Windows 
NT 3-51. Excel 5-0 for Win¬ 
dows NT. Excel 5.0 for Win¬ 
dows 3x and Excel 5.0 for 
Macintosh. 

(A-Excel is not localized into 
other languages, but can be 
used with localized versions of 
Microsoft ExceL ■ 


News update 


Intellectual Property 
Rights seminar 


# The Iordan Computer Soci¬ 
ety. in cooperation with the 
American Center, held a semi¬ 
nar entitled ’Intellectual Prop¬ 
erty in the Age of Digital 
Technology: Computers. Cop¬ 
yrights & the Visual Arts” 

The seminar was given by 
Dr Michael Clark, on Tuesday, 
2 April and was attended by a 
broad audience of technology 
professionals, members of the 
press and others interested in 
the topic. 

This is one of ihe activities 
organized by the ‘Sector devel¬ 
opment Committee’ at the Jor¬ 
dan Computer Society, and it 
falls in line with the society’s 


efforts to educate computer 
professionals and the general 
public on the importance of the 
topic of ’Intellectual Property 
Rights’. 


duces hardware accessories 
such as the Microsoft Mouse 
and Keyboard. 


Gates To Announce 
Interactive PC 


Compaq poshes for 
more networking 


• Bill Gates is to announce an 
easy-to-use interactive com¬ 
puter. which is initially going 
to be called “Simply Interactive 
PC” or SIPC. Its design will 
combine entertainment, Inter¬ 
net access and communications 
all in one simple home or 
office appliance. 

The SIPC may become one 
of the first Microsoft PC hard¬ 
ware products, considering that 
the software giant only pro- 


• Compaq hopes to capitalize 
on the growing networking 
industry by announcing a series 
of competitively priced 
products. 

Compaq introduced four new 
products and has rebranded 
more than 100 products under a 
new label called Netelligem. 

As demand grows for solu¬ 
tions that link businesses to 
central computer systems. 
Compaq can see a high poten¬ 
tial for these products. 


SINCE SPRINT, now renamed Global One/Sprint Jordan, 
announced last week that it officially launched its Interact on¬ 
line service, the Jordanian market has witnessed massive 
activity with almost everyone talking about the Interact 
Many companies and individuals who were preparing them¬ 
selves for the launch of an Internet On-Line service surfaced, 
showing a high degree of knowledge of the Internet and its 
services. Such companies include Magnet. B.O.C., JoLine 
and others. 

What are they all doing? Well, it’s hard to say at this stage, 
but they’re trying to gain the best publicity possible to be the 
ones that capitalize on the Internet surge that the company is 
living in nowadays. B.O.C.. in particular, where intelligent 
enough to get the representation for the leading Internet soft¬ 
ware. Netscape Navigator. If you intend to surf the World- 
Wide Web. the Internet’s friendliest and most varied network, 
then you’re going to need ‘navigating software’ such as 
Mosaic. Sun Java, or Netscape. 

Already B.O.C. are offering Netscape to Macintosh and PC 
users. Magnet, to the best of my knowledge, was set up to 
provide an alternative Internet On-Line service to the one 
offered by Global One/Sprint Jordan. However, now it seems 
that the company is goiag to be focusing on providing consul¬ 
tancy services to set up Worldwide Web sites to clients. Mag¬ 
net may also launch an ’Intranet’ service. Yes that’s spelled 
correctly. It’s 'Intra-net’ not ‘Inter-net’. What is it? It's actu¬ 
ally a local adaptation of the Internet. To put it in simpler 
terms, it's like providing a local network with Internet con¬ 
tents. like a Jordanian World Wide Web (expect not actually 
worldwide). 

The advantage is that you surf this loc al we b at local phone 
rates, just as if you were logged into NETS or Access. By. 
downloading Internet content, you’ll get the closest thing to 
the internet, on a local dial-up line. Anyway, getting back to 
the Internet craze in the country, even newspapers are getting 
in on the act. For example. Al Aswaq newspaper has started to 
publish a weekly page on the Internet. The page is sponsored 
by Global One/Sprint Jordan and its contem wilh be prepared 
in cooperation with M?«*neL 

Jordanian newspapers are now available on the internet. , 
such as The Star and Ad Dusiour, both of which publish elec¬ 
tronic versions through Arabia On-Line. It is trie only pan- 
Arab Internet information service based in the region. It's 
good to know that it's run by Jordanians out of Jebel Luweib- 
deh. Arabia On-Line is a whole story in its own right. 

It’s important to remember that, apart from just being on. 
the Internet because it sounds so hot, you actually need to be 1 
doing something on the Internet or using ir for something: | 
like communicating with other people, mining for useful 
information, surfing for leisure or just adding your own con¬ 
tent. The most frequently asked questions by users at this ; 
stage are: How can I join? How much will it cost me? 

At the moment, joining means subscribing to the Global 
One/Sprint Jordan service. As to ‘how much', very few peo¬ 
ple still know exactly how much. We need a brochure or price 
list from Global One/Sprint to find that one out Strangely 
enough, NETS is already offering Internet on-line connectiv¬ 
ity through its cooperation with Global One/Sprint Jordan, 
and is announcing 'bundle rates' which sounds fine to start 
with. For example, it could cost you JD 42 for 10 hours a 
month on the Internet. Price details are yet to become offi¬ 
cially available from Global One/Sprint Jordan. 

Some people I’ve talked to said that the Telecommunica¬ 
tions Corp.. has piles of applications from companies which 
wish to start an Internet on-line or bulletin board services 
lBBS). As everyone seems to be flocking to the Internet 
craze, we. as a level-headed industry watchers, should know 
better. The next few weeks should witness more activity, and 
possibly a little bit more confrontation between the different 

E arties competing to get a piece of the emerging Internet mar- 
et in Jordan. ■ 
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HRH Princess Basama leads a media delegation to Aqaba 

Development through 


The man who didn’t 
go to China, it seems! 
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self-help is key to success 


By Oroub AJ Abed 

Special io The Star 


AQABA—Article 22 of the 
constitution stipulates that all 
qualified Jordanians should be 
allowed in public offices. The 
incorporation of Jordanian 
women in the country’s deci¬ 
sion-making process, and the 
improvement of their living 
and working conditions has 
always been a major concern 
of HRH Princess Basma. 

Sunday. 31 March, was an 
occasion when media repre¬ 
sentatives were invited to 
observe the working process 
of the Queen Alia Fund in 
Aqaba. The first message that 
was sent was on the impor¬ 
tance self-reliance and how 
this can improve living condi¬ 
tions. a norm of social adapta¬ 
tion Princess Basma is keen to 
promote. 

Females make up about 
49fr of the approximately 
68,000 population of the 
Aqaba govemorate. In cooper¬ 
ation with public departments. 
NGOs in Aqaba have a major 
assignment with regard to the 
development of women's work 


conditions and their contribu¬ 
tion to social development. 
The establishment of the Prin¬ 
cess Basma Center for Social 
Development in Aqaba in 
1990 came as an effective step 
in the organization of female 
social and productive activity 
there. 

The Centre’s objective was 
clear right from the start, that 
of providing general and com¬ 
prehensive services for the 
family, the basic unit of the 
society. Children come to the 
centre after school and take 
part in some extra-curricula 
activities, the Director of 
Social Development at Queen 
Alia Fund. Mr Hasson Osta 
told the journalists, as a coral 
of children were singing. 

Vocational training for 
women is another important 
part of 'hr centre's programs. 
For a small amount of money, 
nine-month courses of dress¬ 
making and stitching are orga¬ 
nized for interested women, 
who can then contribute to 
their families' income, said 
Awni AI Bashir, the director- 
general of QAF. In fact, a 
group of 15 trained tailors 







Princess Basma at the computer lab with one of the pupils at the center; and (below) 
chatting to women at the monthly market held at the center 


Here comes Peter Cottontail. 

Easter candy sales continue to soar. The US National 
Confectioners Association and Chocolate Manufacturers 
Association expect sales to top S837 million this year. 


15 Biflkjn jeSybeans 
iB be enjoyed this 
aster. If ihe 
Rybeans were Hnea 
i end-to-end, they 
soWcifcte the earth 
iarty3flmes! 
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55 rrtffcon chocolate 
bunnies will be 
produced this 
Easter! 



Source: Chocolate Manufecturere Association 
and National Confectioners Association 


from the center have marketed 
the center's mass production of 
uniforms to well-known organ¬ 
izations like the potash and 
phosphate companies. Royal 
Jordanian, and different restau¬ 
rants on the beach. 

The center itself runs for 
public lenders at a lower price 
than other contenders. 

The tailors get their satisfac¬ 
tory salaries as employees, and 
the' centre gains prestige and 
popularity, AI Bashir 
explained. He pointed out also 
that the center has already had 

an agreement with the Japanese 
design company. Mika, to send 
12 of its dressmaking trainers 
to undertake a training course 
for the women annually. 

Raising awareness on health, 
water, and nutrition among the 
women is another one of the 
center’s objectives. 

Every month, the center 
organizes a rural market where 
women can bring their surplus 
garden production for sale, said 
the centre’s director in Aqaba, 
“at the same time they are 
shown how tp conserve food 
and how- to raise and cultivate 
it in the best and most eco¬ 
nomic ways.” he added. 

In cooperation with other 
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social organi¬ 
zations. the 
center helps 
women to 
improve their 
social condi¬ 
tions and con¬ 
centrates on 
the most 
effective 
means of 
development. 

By raising the 
level of overall 
awareness, the 
center natu¬ 
rally involves 
the women in 

the decision-making process in 
the home and outside. In this 
respect, the centers have 
become particularly important 
for the people in the Badia and 
rural areas. 

At the end of the tour, a sem¬ 
inar was held al the centre with 
the participation of the Princess 
and the women's committees 
in the southern pan of the 
Kingdom. Two papers were 
presented on women in deci¬ 
sion-making. and the role of 
the media in highlighting 
women’s issues, 

A panel of media specialists 
was lead by Princess Basma for 


a lively two hour discussion 
from the floor. A packed hall of 
women from as far as Karak 
and Tafilch. spoke of the prob¬ 
lems facing women in public 
life, and emphasized that this 
male-dominated society must 
’ change. 

Some participants suggested 
that women must have a quota 
in Parliament, while others rec¬ 
ognized that this would not be 
an ideal solution. 

The participants all agreed 
however that the media should 
promote the issues that concern 
women and not stoop to sensa¬ 
tionalism and stereotyping. ■ 


By Daniel Williams 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

VENICE—Will these attacks 
on Italy's contribution lo world 
culture never stop? 

First, there was that thing 
about how the Vikings beat 
Columbus lo America. Then 
reports rhat pasta is bad for 
you. Let’s not even discuss the 
suggestions that Mona Lisa was 
actually a mare 
Now a new book says that 
Marco Polo, the legendary 
13lh—cennlry Venetian trav¬ 
eler. never went to China: 
didn't even get beyond Con 
staminople: made up the rest of 
the trip, with the help of an 
imaginative ghostwriter and 
heavy cribbing from med¬ 
ieval equivalents of 
Fodor’s guides. 

It's all alleged in a study 
Icasingly titled Did Marco 
Polo Go to China? by 
Frances Wood, who admin¬ 
isters the China department of 
the British Library. Despite the 
title's question marie. Wood 
leaves little doubt about her 
answer: Polo never visited 
China. 

in taking on Marco Polo. 
Wood challenges one of the 
more enduring myths of the 
Western world, a talc of adven¬ 
ture known to millions of 
schoolchildren. 

Polo’s “Description of the 
World.” which chronicles his 
travels between 1271 and 1295. 
including 17 years in China, 
aroused interest about Asia all 
over Europe. Christopher 
Columbus owned a copy and 
made detailed notes in the 
margins. 

Almost incidentally, Wood 
assaults another myth having 
do with Polo. Neither the Chi¬ 
nese nor the Italians invented 
pasta, she says. The Persians 
did. and it was brought to each 
place by Arabs. 

Wood’s thesis has ignited a 
passionate intellectual parlor 
game in which players all over 
the world are taking part. 
Phone callers have been light¬ 
ing up the switchboard at the 
British Library from as far 
away as Brazil and Japan. 

Wood took part in a heated 
round table at University Col¬ 
lege in London recently and is 


attending another one in France 
this week. A television station 
ferried her to China to make a 
report on her findings. “It was 
kind of awkward.” Wood 
recalled. *‘l had to go from 
place to place saying. ’Marco 
Polo wasn't here. Marco Polo 
wasn't here, cither.” 

On the surface, proof of 
Polo’s visit to China would 
seem to lie in the details con¬ 
tained in “Description of the 
World”: Polo’s depiction of 
ihe chessboard layout of 
Peking streets; 
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a lost Persian travel book. ■ - cr: ’P i'j 

The story, she asserts, may ‘•:%J 0ln nuclear 
have been the work of a certain • 


“Messer Rusticello,” a ^7’“' i^sa? 
romance writer who shared i ’■ 1 

jail cell with Marco Polo in *1^(7' 


Prcrgrarr- 


jai) cell with Marco Polo 'n -'l&iJ'. , nere are 
1296, when each was taken j nc -ri> 

prisoner during a Venetian war *-* f 
with Genoa, a year after Polo’s/-lave 
return. < [7 a3e •h? ritu^. 

For all her shattering of afl (h "' 0nrh Israeli 
icon. Wood argues that the his* ;i fe ra dioa«ii e 
torical value of Polo's tale is oa-j' :? 



icon. Wood argues that the his* ;i fe ra dioa«ii e 
torical value of Polo's tale is flore/' •> 
intacL “The work gathered ln -^year- 

together what was known about cifri C j,f 0 ? lainer >. 
a distant pan of the world from <*iini 7*?' ai Tue<- 
sources that are otherwise,ri^ : radiation 




lost,” she said. 

Italy’s top Polo expert 
regards Wood’s study as 
flawed. “There is far toe 
much detail. Tar too much 
information for this to be a 
fake,” said Ugo Tucci. a 
retired professor of eco¬ 
nomic history at Venice 
University. 

Tucci says Wood is guilty! 
of applying current standards 
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Chinese noodles .* No credit 
to Marco Polo 
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not unusual for the time, ’ily 5 land r 
“Things heard were as valued 7^ hjj l c,f cuny. 
as things seen io the medieval taken 

observer.” Tucci said. (JN gflv 

The zigzag itinerary is typ 1 ' ' ^“Si J 
cal of the way that merchants io. [ ^iic 4 en Ul h'en- 
Asia traveled, according 10 
Tucci. They picked up a ears- A the 

van here and there, went south, 
ihcn north—wherever business .’V/fteinj7 Jl court 
took them. “There wa* no such . >.^Ji-lv es 7jopen. 
thing as going from Venice t° ft, aa i- 

Pcking. That kind of trip is » / ^ ^ iwy.^ort- 
modem concept,” he said. ( *0 7 

Tucci concludes that Polo's civil 

account contains too much 
detail to be fiction, and it w®* 'Wii*L 0% ’ e d 

the kind of detail of interest , has 

merchant. ■ ^ lr| di a . 

“Polo was far from the fits* 
lo travel to China. What tank k . s 
him unusual was that he put U* 
adventure down in writing.’" \ w. 

Tucci said. ‘ fF> 


his elaborate account of the 
court of Kublai Khan, the Mon¬ 
gol emperor of China: the tales 
about tar—flung towns such as 
Yangzhou and Hangzhou; his 
descriptions of porcelain and 
paper money. 

But Wood works in the man¬ 
ner of an Agatha Christie hero¬ 
ine who analyzes not only 
details that arc present, but also 
details that arc missing. How is 
it that ihe Mongolian Yuan 
dynasty records produce no 
account of Polo’s visit? Whv 
dnes Polo fail to describe Chi’- 
ncse calligraphy, which is so 
different from European alpha¬ 
bet—based writing? Or for that 
matter, tea? Or bound feet, a 
detail that has attracted the eye 
of numerous visitors to China 
over the centuries? 

Why is the itinerary so tor- 
lurcd? Wood also notes similar¬ 
ities ol Polo s descriptions to 
inose in other writings about 
China, notably those of Islamic 
author Rashid Din. and suo- 
gests there must be a comm4 
source for their work, probably 
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